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Prefatory Note

A HIS little book has been written in the hope that

it
may minister to an intelligentappreciation of Mr.

Kipling's prose and poetry. The world has never

before witnessed the spectacle of a collected edition

of an author's works issued within a dozen years of

the date on his earliest title-page. A body of criti-cism

is bound to grow up around the writings of a

genius so commanding and brilliant. If the Primer

serve as an unpretentious forerunner of this literature,

it asks nothing more.

In assigning stories and
poems to their respective

volumes, I have made reference not to the sumptuous

and expensive Outward Bound edition, but to the

Appleton editions of The Seven Seas and Many

Inventions,Century Company editions of the Jungle

Books, Doubleday " McClure editions of the Day's

Work and From Sea to Sea, and Macmillan editions

of the remaining books.

It should be said, however, that several of the

early collections of stones are in a few instances

contained in one volume. For example, Macmillan

has bound together Soldiers Three, The Story of the

Gadsbys, and In Black and White under the general

(7)



3 A Kipling Primer

title Soldiers Three. But a tale from In Black and

White is in this Primer assignedto that book, not

to Soldiers Three. The Macmillan edition of Under

the Deodars contains also The Phantom 'Rickshaw,and

Other Tales and Wee Willie Winkie,and Other Stories.

The same rule has been observed in this volume as

in the other.

In the Outward Bound edition the order of the

tales is different,the contents havingbeen rearranged

by Mr. Kiplingon a more logicalplan. Of the two

volumes devoted to the 'JungleBooks,for instance,

the first contains all the tales in which Mowgli

figures.It very properlyconcludes with " In the

Rukh," transferred from Many Inventions. The

second volume contains the stories in the Jungle
Books which have no reference to Mowgli, such as

" Quiquern,"" The White Seal,"and " Rikki-Tikki-

Tavi." " Under Soldiers Three will be found all the

events in which Mulvaney,Ortheris,and Learoyd

were concerned, followed by other militarystories.

In Black and White covers tales of native life in

India,and The Phantom "Rickshaw those which deal

with matters more or less between the two worlds."

Life'sHandicap and Many Inventions do not appear

among the titles of the Outward Bound edition,the

stories in those books beingdistributed among several

volumes.

Appended to the abstracts of stories and ballads,

in Chapter Three, will be found, in many cases,
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brief criticisms from well-known authorities. These

are included for their suggestivenessrather than for

any value as final estimates. Indeed,the editor has

been at no painsto add them to all or even to most

of the outlines,nor has he in any case endeavored

to harmonize them with one another. While in the

main theyare astute, and doubtless trustworthy,in

many instances theywill be found chieflyto illustrate

the fact that opinions even of high authorities are

merelypersonalestimates and frequentlyprove to be

very wide of the mark.

I wish to thank the assistants in the Boston Public

and Harvard Collegelibrariesfor numerous courtesies,

and especiallyto thank Mr. Capen, Librarian of the

Haverhill (Mass.)CityLibrary,for his generous aid

and cooperation.

Tilton, N.H., May I, 1899.

SECOND NOTE.

As this book is on the pointof going to press

(July1),there appears an inexpensiveset of Mr.

Kipling'sworks in fifteen volumes, authorized and

copyrightedby the author. Exceptfor the inclusion

of From Sea to Sea in two volumes and the addition

of DepartmentalDitties to the volume containing
Barrack-Room Ballads,the contents and arrange-ment

of this edition call for no changes in the

KiplingPrimer. Life'sHandicapand Many Invert-
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tions
are

retained
among

the titles of this latest

edition, and the author has in general followed the

arrangement
of the earlier volumes, on

which this

handbook is based, rather than the
arrangement

of

the Outward Bound edition.

,

July 5, 1899.
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CHAPTER ONE

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

i. Birth and Parentage.
" Rudyard Kipling

was born Dec. 30, 1865, m Bombay, India. His

father's ancestors were English and Dutch; his I

mother's English, Scotch, and Irish. Both his

grandfathers were Wesleyan ministers.

Rudyard's father, John Lockwood Kipling, was

born in Yorkshire, and passed the early years
of

his manhood in the Burslem (Staffordshire)potteries

as a modeller and designer. On leavingthe potteries

he worked for a time in a sculptor's studio, and

finallyreceived an appointment on the staff of the

executive art department of the South Kensington

Museum. In 1865 he was appointed Professor of

Architectural Sculpture in the School of Art at

Bombay. After having been engaged for several

years in making casts of the mythological sculpture

of the Rock Cut Temples in the central provinces,

.
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he was appointed curator of the Government

Museum at Lahore. Mr. Kiplingis said to have

done more than any other man toward preserving

the native art of India.

The poet's father was more, however, than a

mere artist,in the narrower sense. His scholarly

and literaryaptitudesare shown in Beast and Man

in India,1891, a book which broughthim wide and

well-deserved recognition. Regarding his person-ality,

Mr. E. Kay Robinson, who knew the family

intimatelyat Lahore, has this testimony: " John

Lockwood Kipling,the father,a rare, genialsoul,

with happy artistic instincts,a polishedliterarystyle,
and a generous, cynicalsense of humor, was, with-out

exception,the most delightfulcompanion I had

ever met." 1

Rudyard'smother was a Miss Alice Macdonald,

daughterof the Methodist preacherat Endon, Staf-fordshire,

and a young woman of great beauty. She

was one of three sisters who were noted for their

exceptionalculture and talents. Both of the others

married distinguishedEnglishartists,one being the

wife of Sir Edward J. Poynter,presidentof the

Royal Academy, and the other the wife of Sir

Edward Burne-Jones. Mr. Robinson has written

also of Mrs. Kipling: " Mrs. Kipling,the mother,

preservedallthe graces of youth,and had a sprightly,

1 McClure's Magazine, July,1896. See also Boston Tran-script,

March 2, 1899,and Congregationalist,March 16, 1899.
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if occasionallycaustic wit,which made her society

alwaysdesirable." *

Such were the parents of the most eminent of

livingpoets. He was born into an atmosphereof

ideal charm and culture,and yet the circumstances

of his birth in the great cosmopolitancityof west-ern

India left much to be desired. There is sincere

pathosin those lines of The Native-Born :

" We learned from our wistful mothers

To call old England "home.' "

2. Childhood.
" Rudyard Kiplingwas named

from Rudyard Lake, Staffordshire,on the banks of

which John Kiplingfirstmet Miss Alice Macdonald.

As a child the poet was familiarlycalled " Ruddie."

It is interestingto learn that as he grew in years he

"scorned all playthingsthat were commonplace

toys; but any sort of instructive puzzle or game

that requiredthought and intelligenceappealedto
him at once, and with these he found endless pleas-ure

and pastime." When, under his mother's

guidance,he had once mastered the art of reading,
it was difficult to get him to playwith the other

boys. He was precocious,and filledwith curiosity
on all subjects.

The first five years of his life,exceptinga short

visit to Englandwith his mother, were spent in his

native cityor its neighborhood,but in 1871 he was

1 McClure's, July,1896.

1
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taken to Englandand left,togetherwith a younger

sister,in the care of an elderlyrelative at Southsea.

Here, as it is generallybelieved,he spent several

unhappy years. If it is true that Baa, Baa, Black

Sheepand the opening chapterof The Light that

Failed are largelyautobiographical,we can only
wonder that Rudyard escaped growing up sullen

and embittered. It must be admitted that he was

strong-willedand impetuous, and never an
"

easv

boy to manage," yet no amount of repressiveand

ill-advised methods of disciplinesufficed to take from

him his healthyoutlook on life or enjoymentof its

pleasures.

Perhapsit was well,however,that he was not kept

longerin his uncongenialsurroundings.In 1877
his mother visited him, and his father joinedher the

followingyear. The boy spent several weeks with

the senior Kiplingin Pa^i^iandwhen his parents

returned to India,in ilffti?he was entered as a

pupil at the United Service Collegeof Westward

Ho, at Bideford,North Devon.

3. Schooldays. "
Westward Ho, thus named

from Charles Kingsley'sstory (itwas wjxhintwo

miles of Amyas Leigh'shouse at Northam),stood

on the shore of the British Channel. It was under

the direction almost whollyof civil or militaryoffi-cers,

and the pupilswere chieflyofficers' sons who

eventuallywent into the Indian service. Rudyard

Kiplingwas noted at school principallyfor his wit,



BiographicalSketch 17

his giftof story-telling,and his facilityat writing.
He held for two years the editorshipof the United

Service CollegeChronicle,where many brightverses

and articles appeared over his signature.As a

scholar he was not distinguished,though he was

extraordinarilyquick at any intellectual problem

when he chose to apply his mind to it,and he

carried away from the institution a well-deserved

first prize in Englishliterature.J If one cares to

know the schoolboyKipling one must read the

Stalkystories,where the nascent author figuresas
" Beetle." " Stalky" and " McTurk "

were Beres-

ford and Dunsterville,who shared Kipling'sstudy
and were his .sworn confederates. Each one of the

trio has since made his mark, the latter two having
" passedbrilliantlyinto the scientific branch of the

British militaryservice." Kipling'snickname was \

" Gigs"

or
" Giggsy,"given him Because of the \

.hugeglasseshis near-sightednessforced him to wear. "

This affliction prevented his engagingactivelyin

most athletic sports, though,in common with all

his schoolmates, he was a good swimmer. He

rambled much about the seashore,also,and was an

adeptin catchingand trainingthe young jackdaws
which nested in the neighboringcliffs. The life I

at the collegewas of the most rough-and-tumbleI

kind,floggingswith cane and birch alternatingwith

the laxest sort of disciplineor absence of it,which

resulted in the boys roaming over the country in
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predatorybands, poaching,fighting,and. playing

tricks on the farmers. While roguishrather than

malicious,Rudyard seems to have been one of the

most irrepressibleof the lot,"always," as an old

schoolmate tells us,
" in some harmless mischief,

always playingoff some joke upon either one of

his masters or his schoolfellows,no respecter of

persons, and not caringone jot what good or evil

opinion those held of him with whom he came in

dailycontact."

Young Kiplingpassedhis holidaysat South Ken-sington,

in the home of his aunt, Mrs. Burne-Jones,

where he became associated with men of the highest

intellectualattainments,notablywith William Mor-ris,

a close intimate of the family.The influence

of such associations on the impressionableboy can-not

easilybe estimated.

4. Journalism in India. "
At the age of seven-teen

Kiplingjoinedhis parents in India,and through

his father's influence obtained a positionon the edi-torial

staffof the Lahore Civil and MilitaryGazette.

Here he served an apprenticeshipof five years, leav-ing

in 1887 to become assistant editor of the Pioneer

at Allahabad. The latter positionhe held till1889.

Perhapsthe drudgeryof a newspaper office,varied

by missions to the frontier and to different parts of

V India,was the best possiblepreparationfor his after-

work. Mr. Robinson, who has been previously

quoted,was at this time the editor of the Gazette.
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all races and castes were known to him familiarly; he

interviewed priestsand fakirs ; he was a boon com-panion

of Tommy Atkins ; he explored Chinese

opium-dens; he absorbed the technical jargon of

popularsports; he mastered the details of the Eng-lish
administration ; he haunted the societyof Mrs.

Hauksbee and her set in order to photographon his

memory every gesture and every word. At no time

in his life more than when in India did he justifyMr.

James Whitcomb Riley'sapt characterization :
" He

is a regularliteraryblotting-pad,soakingup every-thing

on the face of the earth."

5. Early Writings.
" Young Kiplingfound

leisure outside of office hours to dash off short

stories and satirical ballads which appeared from

time to time in Indian newspapers and won imme-diate

popularity.As earlyas 1886 his name was

well known throughoutIndia. In this year the best

of the satiricalverses were put togetherat Lahore in

"
a sort of a book, a lean,oblongdocket,to imitate a

Government envelope,bound in brown paper, and

tied with red tape." It was not long before it

became a cloth-bound volume with gilttop, for sev-eral

editions followed,but the author confesses to

have " loved it best when it was a little brown

baby with a pink stringaround his stomach." So

rare is the first edition now that a copy in good
condition will fetch nearlyor quiteone hundred and

fiftydollars.
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The year 1888 was one of extraordinarypro-ductiveness.

Not fewer than seven books of prose

fiction were publishedby Mr. Kipling. Of these

the most noted if not the most notable is Plain Tales

from the Hills. Before its publicationthe author

had been popularand widelyknown ; with its pub-lication

came fame.

6. American Trip. " But Mr. Kipling'sfame

was still confined almost wholly to Anglo-India.

In 1889, sent by the Pioneer,to which he contributed \/

entertainingletters of travel,he left India for Eng-land,

armed with the slender volumes which had

been printedin Lahore and Allahabad, and with
|

manuscriptsin which he had unbounded faith. He

returned by way of Japan,San Francisco,and New

York, thinkingfirst to launch his literaryventures

in the United States. In this he was disappointed.

But if American publisherslooked askance,his trip

furnished pleasurableexperiencesand a liberal supply

of "copy." Note-book in hand, he visited the

Golden Gate and the Yellowstone; he explored

Chicago,Salt Lake City,Buffalo,and New York.

He fished for salmon in the Clackamas ; he watched

the evolutions of the United States army, and studied

rural America at Musquash on the Monongahela.

The Pioneer givesus the results of his impressions:

the most bitterlysatiric pictureof American society

which the world had seen since the publicationof

Dickens' American Notes in 1842.
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7. Life in London.
"

The autumn of 1889

saw Mr. Kiplingestablished in London fightingfor

recognitionfrom the public. Although his stories

found a publisher,theyobtained almost no popular

sale,until a favorable review in the Times (1890)

brought him suddenly into notice. The most

obscure author in London awoke to find himself the

most talked of. The World pronounced him " the

literaryhero of the present hour." A friend who

visited him at his chambers in the Strand discovered

"
a vast number of invitations from the best repre-sentative

peopleof England lyingon the table un-answered."

It was literarynot social success which

he coveted. "I want to givegood work," he said

to a reporter of the World, " that is my onlycon-cern

in life."

8. Marriage.
"

In 1891 Mr. Kiplingmade a

longvoyage to South Africa,Australia,Ceylon,and

New Zealand. In the same year he met in London

Mr. Wolcott Balestier,the brilliant young Ameri-can

author with whom he afterward collaborated

The Naulahka. He became acquaintedalso with

Balestier's sister Caroline,between whom and him-self

there sprang up a strong friendshipthat ripened
into love. They were married in London, Jan. 18,

1892.

Caroline Starr Balestier is the eldest daughterof

the late H. Wolcott Balestier,of New York City,and

comes of distinguishedancestry on both sides. Her
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maternal grandfather,the late Judge Peshine Smith,

was said by William H. Seward to have a profounder

knowledgeof international law than any other living

man. It was Judge Smith who, on the recommen-dation

of Seward, drafted for the Mikado of Japan
commercial treaties between that nation and the

great powers of the world. His largefortune was

left to his daughter,Mrs. Balestier,who holds it in

trust for her six children.

The old familyestate of the Balestiers (Beech-

wood) was in Brattleboro,Vt., and here, in the

home of her grandparents,much of Mrs. Rudyard

Kipling'sgirlhoodwas passed. " A visit with her

husband to these scenes of her childhood resulted in

the selection of the site for their home among the

broad Balestier acres."

9. Residence in the United States. " From

August,1 892, to September,1896, Mr. Kiplingmade

his home in Brattleboro. The young couple'sfirst

attempt at housekeepingwas in the Bliss cottage,

near the mansion of the Balestiers. Here theylived

while their new house was building.The cottage

is "
a neat little white-clapboard,story-and-a-half

fabric,which the novelist at firstthought'justlarge

enough for two,'but which soon had a third occu-pant

in the person of an infant daughter."It was in

this hillside cottage that some of the poems of the

Seven Seas were written,that Many Inventions was

completed,and the "JungleBook stories were begun.



24 A Kipling Primer

But popular interest centres chieflyabout the

Naulahka, Mr. Kipling'slater house, and the only

one he ever built for himself. It is "
a long,low,

two-storied frame bungalow of but a singleroom in

depth,whose dun hues blend and harmonize with

those of the hillside."1 A Brattleboro visitor writes,

" I went throughthe partlyconstructed Naulahka

and heard the owner describe its theory. He called

it a ship,with the propeller,that is,the material

provisionof the furnace and kitchen,at the stern,

and his own study,openingupon the roomy piazza

lookingto the south and east, at the bow." 2

It was in his capaciousstudy at the Naulahka

that many of Mr. Kipling'sfinest poems and short

stories were written,as well as the whole of the

Gloucester fishing-tale" "

" CaptainsCourageous."

io. England and South Africa. "
On leav-ing

Vermont, Mr. Kiplingreturned to England and

took a house for a short time at Torquay. Earlyin

1898 the poet with his familymade a tour to Cape

Town, South Africa,where his greetingfrom the

Englishpopulationwas exceedinglywarm. He re-moved

in the springof this year to his present home,

Rottingdean,Sussex, a villagenear Brighton. His

place is called " The Elms," from the superbtrees

surroundingit. Here Mr. Kiplinghas led a quiet,

retired life,keeping in good form for his literary

1 Wolfe's Literary Haunts and Homes.

2 The Rev. C. O. Day, in Congregationalism
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labor by a three-hours' morning ride and a walk of

five or six miles later in the day. His eveningsare

frequentlypassedat the villageinn,where he smokes

with the landlord and discusses politics.
The autumn of 1898 brought Mr. Kiplingan

opportunityfor observingthe Royal Navy at close

range. On the invitation of one of the command-ing

officers he enjoyed a cruise with the Channel

Squadron around the coast of Ireland ; this resulted

in the series of brilliant descriptiveletters contributed

to the London Morning Post under the title " A

Fleet in Being."

11. Visit to America and Illness.
"

In the

latter part of January,1899, Mr. Kiplingsailed for

America with his family,intendingto make a short

stay in New York and Washington,after which he

purposed to visit Mexico. He arrived February2,
and had hardlybecome settled in New York before

he began to suffer from a serious cold which refused

to be shaken off. On the 20th he was taken sud-denly

ill with an inflammation of the lungs that

developed rapidly into " double "

pneumonia.

Everythingwas done for the poet which medical

science and the lovingcare of his wife could devise,
but he' grew worse, and for a number of days was

kept alive only by the administration of oxygen.

He was, most of the time, unconscious. Dr. Jane-

way, the well-known New York specialist,and Dr.

Dunham who married Miss Josephine Balestier,
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Mrs. Kipling'syounger sister,had chargeof the

case, and were unwearyingin their attentions. The

sick man's apartments were at the Grenoble, and

the hotel corridors were crowded with anxious

friends,while a stream of telegramsand cable-dis-patches

poured in upon Mrs. Kipling. New York

and Boston dailies devoted their leadingcolumns to

discussingthe case, and the London papers issued

extras for every bulletin. Max Eliot,the London

correspondent,wrote :
" In the streets the onlycry

of the newsboysis,' Latest reports of Rudyard Kip-ling.'
'' The German Kaiser sent the followingdis-patch

to the author's wife :

Berlin, March 5.

Mrs. Rudyard Kipling, Hotel Grenoble :

As an enthusiastic admirer of the unrivalled books of your

husband, I am most anxious for news about his health. God

grant that he may be sparedto you and to all who are thankful

to him for the soul-stirringway in which he has sung about the

deeds of our great common race.

WlLLIA*M, I. R.

The crisis in the disease was passedin the morn-ing

of March first; a slightgain in a resolution of

the lower lobes could be reported,and the patient

dropped into his first refreshingsleepfor days.

12. Death of Mr. Kipling's Daughter. "

Meantime Elsie and Josephine,Mr. Kipling'slittle

daughters,had fallen ill with pneumonia. Elsie,

the younger, had recovered, but on March 6

Josephine,a six-year-old,and the eldest of Mr.
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In the latter part of June Mr. Kiplingand his

family returned to their Englishhome.

14. Personality. "
In appearance Mr. Kip-ling

is a little under average stature, with a com-pact

figureand a slightstoop. Behind the spectacles,

worn to correct astigmatism,gleam a pairof kind

and alert eyes. In more than one respect Rudyard

Kiplingthe child was the father of Rudyard Kipling

the man. The followingdescriptionof the poet as

he lookecfin the earlysummer of 1879 was con-tributed

to the San Francisco Examiner by Mr.

George Arnold Wilkie, an old classmate:

" Picture to yourselfa chunky, open-facedboy

of about fourteen years. He was very brown from

his residence in India,and he had thick black hair,

rather inclined to be curly. His jaw was strong,

his teeth largeand very white. He had a rolling

gait,and walked with his fists crammed in the

pockets of his coat. He was a fairlygood tennis

player,and I know he used to grieveat his near-sightedness,

which preventedhim from excellingin

the sport. As a boy Kiplingwas notablycareless

in dress. He would not comb and brush his thick

hair carefully,and he had a habit of goingwith his

shoe laces untied. He loved to fish all by himself,

or, at any rate, with only one companion, and he

would come home to his immaculate mother and

sister with a mass of dock burrs or several varieties

of nettles clingingto his clothes in a dozen places,



BiographicalSketch 29

while fish scales stuck to his coat and trousers like

postage stamps."1

Mr. Robinson's first impressionof the poet is

worth reprinting." With Kiplinghimself I was

disappointedat first. At the time of which I am

writing,earlyin 1886, his face had not acquired
the character of manhood, and contrasted somewhat

unpleasantlywith his stoop (acquiredthroughmuch

bending over an office table),his heavy eyebrows,
his spectacles,and his sallow Anglo-Indian com-plexion,

while his jerky speech and abrupt move-ments

added to the unfavorable impression. But

his conversation was brilliant,and his sterling
character gleamed through the humorous light
which shone behind his spectacles,and in ten

minutes he fell into his natural placeas the most

strikingmember of a remarkablyclever and charm-ing

family.';A reporter for the London World

described Mr. Kipling in 1890 as
"

a short,but

broadly-figuredman, dark, with blue eyes and a

resolute jaw, still quiteyoung, " he is not yet

twenty-five," but with a face on which time and

incident have prematurelytraced many tell-tale

marks." A more recent scribe has this :
u I hap-pened

to dine at the same table with him at the

hotel,and though I recognizedhim from portraits
which I had seen, I might have done so from the

1 Condensed from an abstract of the article in Current Litera-ture

for April,1899,
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constant playof comment from him as his eye fell

on every littleobjectin the room with the liveliest

curiosity."
Mr. Kiplingis a fair draughtsman,a clever ama-teur

actor, a remarkable conversationist,a gracious

host," though of freezingmanners toward the im-pertinent

and curious," and a royalentertainer of

children. Of children he has said that he who can

reach the child's heart can reach the world's heart.

In athletics and out-of-door games he has the keen-est

interest,though he playsmore like an enthusias-tic

amateur than a professionalsportsman. During

the winter " at any rate when in Vermont "
he

coasts, snow-shoes, "skis," playsgolfupon the

crust, and shovels out the pathsand walks ; in sum-mer

he wheels, tramps, cultivates a garden, or

fishes. More deservedlythan to almost any living

author does the hackneyedphrase " an all-round

man
" applyto Mr. RudyardKipling.

15. Portraits. " Among the familiar portraits

of Mr. Kipling may be named (1) The Bourne

and Shepherd (Simla)photograph,taken when the

author was about twenty years of age ; (2) the El-liott

and Fry (London) photograph,perhaps the

most widelyknown; (3)the paintingby the Hon.

John Collier,exhibited in the Royal Academy,

1 89 1 ; (4)the celebrated colored woodcut litho-graph

made by Mr. William Nicholson for the New

Review, and publishedby Heinemann in England,
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and R. H. Russell in New York (standing posture);

(5) the drawing by the Marchioness of Granby

(profile, without glasses) ; (6) the etching by

William Strang from life (profile, arms folded) ; (7

and 8) the portrait frontispieces to The Courting of

Dinah Shadd, Harper's, and to the Outward Bound

edition of works, Scribner's.



CHAPTER TWO

mr. kipling's writings

I

i. The Star in the East.
"

Mr. Kipling's

advent into the world of letters occurred at a very

fortunate moment. Both critics and public were

weary of the burrowing analysiswhich had come to

supplant a healthy love of incident and a regard for

plot. Microscopic dissection of motives and the

photography of hard-featured men and women formed

the stapleof contemporary fiction. Combined with

this uncompromising realism was an excessive re-finement

of language, evasive and self-conscious. It

was at this juncture that Mr. Kipling presented the

English people with his brusque, unhackneyed stories

of "
a cleaner,greener land," and found an audience

eager to welcome him.

2. The Zenith of Fame.
"

Fifteen years ago

Rudyard Kipling's name was unknown in India
,

ten

years ago
it was unknown in England. To-day

Mr. Kipling's fame is international, William Dean

Howells has said in a recent interview : "lam hon-estly

of the opinion that Kipling is the most famous

man in the world to-day.
...

In fact I think it

(3-)
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fair to say that Kipling'sreputationis greater than

that of any English-speakingpoet who ever lived."

How can this most meteor-like of literaryreputa-tions

be accounted for ?

3. Can We Account for Kipling's Vogue ?

" Mr. Kipling'spopularitymay be attributed to

the romantic conception of a "young__ Lochinvar

of fiction,who came out of the East, came unan-nounced,

and came all alone." It may be attributed

to his contemporaneousness "
his vital interest in

what the world isTalkingabout, whether it be the

Queen's Jubilee,America's policyin the Philip-pines,

or the Czar's Proclamation. We may say it

is due to his celebration of machinery,and of nine-teenth

century explorationand enterprise,or to his

flatteryof British national pride. But such answers

are superficial.Other versifiers and tale-writers

have struck the same notes ; our newspapers are full

of timelypoems which are either leftunread,or read

once and forgotten.Other writers,too, have made

entrances on the literarystage which have been al-most

as dramatic. Wide-spread popularitymay be

won by many qualities: world-wide fame has never

yet been, and never will be, won except by a union

of qualitiesdeservingto be called great. What gives
Mr. Kipling'swork the character of greatness ?

4. Why Kipling may be Called Great.
"

Mr. Kipling'swork may properlybe called great be-cause

he has so much to say, and knows so well
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how to say it. He combines and coordinates mes-sage

and style.

This combination may at firstthoughtseem com-mon

enough. A second thoughtconvinces one of

the contrary. Who remembers nine-tenths of cur-rent

magazine verse ? With all their giftfor say-ing

things,most magazine poets have nothing to

say. At any event, they have nothingnew to say.

They giveus gracefulprettinessand millinery,but

offer littleto our intellects,and nothing to our im-mortal

souls. On the other hand, many earnest

men have somethingto tell us, but are inarticulate

from lack of training,or at best are stammering,

hoarse-voiced,and full of awkward gestures. Here

at last comes a man who, it would seem, has been

everywhere,observed everything,arrived at the

meaning of his discoveries,and knows also how to

make us perceivewith our own eves what he has

viewed with his
" a man, in a word, whq has both

matter and manner.

5. Message and Style Analyzed.
"

Mr. Kip-ling's

body of thoughtis of the highestimportance,
because it combines truth,human interest,and va-riety

; his styleis of the highestvalue,because it

combines force with precision.

6. Message : Truth.
"

No work of literature

can be of lastingimportanceif its fundamental con-ception

is based upon an untruth. Many of Mr.

Ruskin's charminglywritten papers fall short of the
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Our author's heroes

" Are neither children nor gods,but men in a world of men."1

The delightin mere physicalstruggle,the love of

home and equallove of rovingadventure,the friend-ship

of man for man, the remorse which follows

wasted opportunities,jealousy,hatred,and revenge

"
where are these primary qualitiesof our nature

givenmore powerfulexpression? The words Mr.

Kipling once appliedto Wressley apply quite as

trulyto himself: "His heart and soul were at the

end of his pen, and theygot into the ink. He was

dowered with sympathy,insight,humor, and style
for two hundred and thirtydaysand nights; and his

book was a Book. He had his vast specialknowl-edge

with him, so to speak; but the spirit,the woven-

in human touch, the poetry and the power of the

output, were beyond all specialknowledge."2 Mr.

Kipling'swork is a cross-section throughnineteenth-

century societyfrom Supi-yaw-latto the Widow of

Windsor, from Gunga Din to the Viceroy. He is

interested in one thing and one alone. It is not

nature, theology,life even "
but lives. Not hu-manity,

but Dick, Tom, and Harry ; not human

nature, but your nature ; not the brotherhood of

man, but Gunga Din, Disco Troop, McAndrew,

his brothers. The subjectthat cannot be related

1 " A Song of the English."
2 Wressley of the Foreign Office.
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to the real experienceof a real man has no charm

for him.

But the human nature to which Mr. Kiplingin-troduces

us is not onlyvigorousand varied : it is

wholesome.1 No side of human nature is without

interest for him ; but the most fascinatingside is

that which strugglesfor the attainment of ideal

ends. We drop his books with more faith rather

than less in men and women. Bobby Wicks is far

removed from the saint,but he dies for a comrade

and makes no fuss about it. Hummil, too, has the

minor vices of his class,but he sacrifices his life

for another. Jakin and Lew are children of the

gutter, but they die drumming and fifingdefiantly
far in advance of the cowardlyregiment. To say

that the author's sympathiesare not universal is

only to say that they are healthy.He detests _the

prig,and hates above all the religiousprig. The

Pharisee,whether called by the name of Mrs. Jen-

nett, or Antirosa,or Rileythe bank accountant, or

Mrs. ScrifFshaw,he has no good word for. But.

towards the imperfectmen and women who do the

1 A few of the early stories and ballads hardly deserve this

praise. Yet the savagery of Kipling'ssatiric mood was wakened

only by what he felt to,be cant, hypocrisy,or cowardice. If he

saw cant, hypocrisy,and cowardice- where they do not exist,the

error lay in his defective judgment and undeveloped facultyof

sympathy, not in heart and will. Mr. Kipling'spessimism,more-over,

was far from indicatingmoral apathy. Had he cared noth-ing

for ethics,had he possessed no privatestandard of conduct,

he would have been either indifferent to wrong or oblivious to it.
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day'swork with brave patienceand a bold heart
"

toward

" Such as praiseour God for that they served His world,""

Mr. Kipling'sinterest and sympathy are undevi-

"

xJ8. Message : Variety." The value of litera-ture

depends in part on its range. A man who sees

a few thingsor knows a singleplaceis obviously
less well-equippedfor story-writingthan a man who

has observed very widely. This is not because one

placeoffers less valuable material than another. It

is partlybecause any theme, however interesting,
becomes wearisome if harped on ; it is also because

a man needs to see a good many thingsbefore he

can gauge the proper proportionsof any one thing.
One of the most astonishingmerits of Mr. Kip-ling

is his range. He has laid the scenes of his

tales in India,South Africa,the United States,the

Newfoundland Banks, the East End of London,

Englishcountry villages,mid-ocean, and the islands

of the sea. He has written children's tales,mystery

tales,soldier stories,beast fables,humorous and

sailor yarns, studies in native Indian life,sporting

tales,and societydialogues.He writes fluentlyin

every dialect under heaven. While his stories of

India are mainly concerned with four classes,"

British soldiers,fashionable Anglo-Indiansociety,
children of British officials,and natives," his later
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tales include London bank-clerks,Gloucester fish-ermen,

California millionaires,New York journal-ists,
and Devonshire schoolboys. When he essays

verse he is equallyresourceful. Most poets can be

classed by their littlefields,as poets of heroism, of

adventure,of the sea, of the army, of politics.Mr.

Kiptihgis the poet of all this and of how much

beside! In The Seven Seas he writes of the British

empire, of the English soldier,of the American

spirit,of the three-volume novel, of the sea fight

between the sealingboats,of the cave-dwellers,of

the true romance. Mr. James Whitcomb Riley
'writes of Kipling: " He has the greatest curiosity

of any man I ever knew ; everythinginterests him."

He knows the name of every rope on the New-foundland

fishingschooner, and writes with equal

mastery of a Greek galley,Chinese pig-boat,Bilbao

tramp, British man-of-war, and Atlantic liner.

" Mr. Kipling'saccuracy is phenomenal," says a

PopularScience Monthly writer in discussingThe

ScientificSpiritin Kipling'sWork. Read the

'JungleBooks,and see how intimate is his knowledge

of zoology,the Storyof Ung and In the Neolithic

Age, and observe his familiar acquaintance with

archeology. In ^uiquern and The White Seal he

shows the same easy mastery of Arctic exploration,

in The Flowers of botany,in The EnglishFlag of

geography,in The Children ofthe Zodiac of the con-stellations.
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^ 9. Style: Force.
"

The word beautifulwould
never come to mind if one were asked to character-ize

the work of Mr. Kiplingin a singleepithet.
What we firstnotice about him is his power. He

^means somethingand means it hard. It is impos-sible
to ignorehim; his demand is too immediate

and persistent.Read where you will,his writings
strike you

" with the weight of a six-fold blow."

" His vitalityand force are so extraordinarythat

theysweep the goddessof Criticism off her legs,"
said a eulogistin the SaturdayReview. Let the

reader once get caughtin the dash and swing of The

Seven Seas and he is swept alongirresistiblyuntil

finisat the book's end casts him ashore again half-

drowned but happy. When a man can bringthis

about,onlythe purist,the grammarian, or the prig
will questionwhether he is a poet. We recommend

to all such Mr. Kipling's"Conundrum of the

Workshops ":

" They builded a tower to shiver the sky and wrench the stars

apart,

Till the devil grunted behind the bricks :
" It's striking,but

is it art ? * "

Art may be crude or coarse, but it is successful

if it achieve its purpose. If the artist's product
" strikes "

you, art of some sort it certainlyis. The

distinguishingcharacteristic of wholly inartistic

thingsis this : They do not strike one at all.

10. Style: Precision.
"

In addition to force
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style should have precision. Macaulay possesses

force, but so little delicacythat he constantlyunder-states

or overstates his meaning. He chooses pri-mary

colors and has no subtletyof shading. On the

other hand, Mr. Pater and Mr. James cultivate pre-cision

of phrase, one thinks, at the expense of

energy.
What makes Mr. Kipling's use of lan-guage

so triumphantly successful is the fact that he

combines strengthand exactness, almost never sac-rificing

one to the other. The Spectatorhas said of

him that he " is of all livingwriters the most care-ful

and conscientious in the matter of form." He

knows the value of individual words as a mechanic

knows the use and importance of different tools,

and can turn with perfect ease from the sledge-hammer

to the awl or file. In his powerful and

odd, though wholly serious,conception of the Here-after,

the happy artist " shall splash at a ten-league

canvas with brushes of comet's hair." But the

splashesare not daubs. Kipling hastens to add that

the painter " shall draw the thing as he sees it, for

the God of Things as They Are." l

Such a coordination of vigor and nicety is very

remarkable. It is Byron and Mr. Aldrich in part-nership.

1 L'envoi to The Seven Seas.
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II

ii. Mr. Kipling's Three Periods.
"

Mr.

Kipling'swork may be divided for convenience into

three periods: Satirical Treatment of Character ;

Sympathetic Treatment of Character ; Spiritual

Treatment of Character.

12. Satirical Treatment of Character.
"

In Mr. Kipling'searlywritingsone hears the sound

of scornful laughter.There is irony,wit, clever-ness

in plenty,but a lack of the charitywhich

" suffereth long and is kind."

The first book which deserves consideration is

DepartmentalDitties,a collection of verses mainly

satirical and almost wholly concerned with Indian

official life. It is impossiblefor outside readers to

appreciate,as the littleAnglo-Indianworld of the

eightiescould,all the allusions to Delilah,Boanerges

Blitzen,Pagett,M.P., and PotipharGubbins. Yet

these queer appellationsstood for the names of men

and women widely known in the circles the poet

frequented,and the sharppersonalitiesstruck home.

The book enjoyed the same sort of success that

topicalsongs filled with local "
gags

" always win

at vaudeville theatres. It was in some sense a sur-vival

of the mood which led the schoolboyKipling

to lampoon his masters, but it had perhaps a more

serious intent. The occasional piecesare certain to



http://www.forgottenbooks.org/in.php?btn=1&pibn=1000324395&from=pdf
http://www.forgottenbooks.org/in.php?btn=2&pibn=1000324395&from=pdf
http://www.forgottenbooks.org/in.php?btn=3&pibn=1000324395&from=pdf
http://www.forgottenbooks.org/in.php?btn=4&pibn=1000324395&from=pdf


44 A Kipling Primer

" Open the old cigar-box" let me consider anew "

Old friends,and who is Maggie that I should abandon

" A million surplusMaggies are willingto bear the yoke :

And a woman is only a woman, but a good cigaris a

smoke. ,'"

No pleaof deliberate humor excuses such brutal

cynicism.

Another representativework of this earlyperiod

is Plain Tales from the Hills. Here we find much

the same merits and faults as in DepartmentalDitties.

The tales are notable for force,conciseness,unity,

and wit. They have a spontaneousness about them

which some of Mr. Kipling'svery recent stories

lack. They were not written to propitiatethe crit-ics,

nor to win money, nor to satisfyhis own mature

and exacting canons of taste. They were dashed

off to please himself. They are consequently

marked by an astoundingfreshness and charm,

and even the poorest of them has the qualityof

being readable. What they lack is that sympa-thetic

insightwhich delves beneath surface faults of

character and discovers the fountains of human suf-fering.

Many of them are marred by cynicism,

nearlyall of them by cocksureness "
the jauntyhat-

on-one-side, chip-on-shoulderair of precocious

youth. The best of the stories are those in which Mr.

Kiplingdrops his air of knowingness,and is content

to stand aside and let his story tell itself,as he does
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in that masterpiece of humor " The Taking of

Lungtungpen," and that masterpieceof pathos"

probably the finest thing in the book
"

" The

Storyof Muhammad Din."

In Under the Deodars Kipling'seffort is to depict
the shallow fashionable societyof Simla. Here his

cynicaltemper finds chance for completeexpression.
It is not the fact that so many of these stories turn

on the motive of adulteryto which one objects. It

is the fact that we are not givena clear perspective.
Mr. Barrie defends Kiplingfor " choosingthe dirty
corner." He finds fault,however, with good

reason, because " the blaze of lightis alwayson the

one spot : we never see the rest of the room."1

By what rightdoes the author direct the rays of

his lantern on unfaithful husbands and intriguing
wives without allowingus to observe the thousands

of excellent British subjectsin India who cultivate

the old-fashioned virtues ? It is true that Mr. Kip-ling

writes of immoralityin a moral way ; he never

makes it seductive,nor fails to show that it bears its

penalty. He misplaceshis accent, that is all. Con-ceding

him a perfectrightto " draw the Thing as he

sees it,"we stillregret that u whatsoever thingsare

pure, whatsoever things are lovely,whatsoever

thingsare of good report
"

are not, in these earlv

stories,given quite a fair chance.

The satiric spiritis hardlyless prominent in the

1 Contemporary Review.
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Story of the Gadsbys,a series of social studies with

the cynicalmoral that a soldier married is a soldier

marred :

" Down to Gehenna or up to the Throne

He travels the fastestwho travels alone." '

Gadsby himself has this to say to Captain Mafflim :

" Jack,be very sure of yourselfbefore you marry.

I'm an ungratefulruffian to say this,but marriage

" even as good a marriageas mine has been "

hampers a man's work, it crippleshis sword-arm,

and oh, it playsHell with his notions of duty!"

The lack of genuinechivalrytoward women has

alwaysbeen one of Mr. Kipling'sfaults,but it has

never elsewhere touched the depths it reaches in

these Gadsby dialogues.Much can be forgiven

the author on the score of his extreme youth. But

can that excuse be stretched to cover the retention

of this book in the Outward Bound edition,recently
revised by the author ? The Storyof the Gadsbysis

as superficialand vulgarin tone as it is brilliant in

composition,and can add nothing to the author's

fame.

Another representativework of this earlyperiod

is The Lightthat Failed,Mr. Kipling'sfirstnovel.

It has powerfulpassages, but lacks tolerance and

sanity. It is a very young book. Its air of om-niscience

becomes tiresome; its violence is never

felt,except in the superb battle passages, to be

1 L'envoi to Story ofthe Gadsbys.
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exactlyvigor. As a story it is disheartening.In

reviewingit the Quarterlyreminded Mr. Kiplingof

a forgottentruth :
" The finest art is futt of lightand

hope." It subordinates " other qualities,however

brilliant,to a belief in the best thingsabout God and

man." Dick Heldar's blindness seems, in view of his

character," more like retribution than like Neme-sis."

Pityhim as much as we may, we would have

pitiedhim more if his spiritfrom the firsthad been

less magisterialand selfish,if he had not been so

resentful of an affront to his pride and so con-temptuous

of the common herd who would have

none of art. Dick had yet to learn,like Mr. Kip-ling

himself,that even shop-keepersand Sunday-
school superintendentsshould possess an interest for

a broadlyreceptivemind ; that very lovable people
have been known to attend dissentingchapelsand

to prefer religioustracts to Shakespeare'splays.
When Dick Heldar gains his firstsightof London

after returningfrom the Soudan he addresses the

followingspeech to a row of highlyrespectable
houses: utOh, you rabbit-hutches! Do you know

what you've got to do later on ? You have to

supply me with men-servants and maid-servants,'

"
here he smacked his lips," 'and the peculiar

treasure of kings. Meantime I'll get clothes and

boots,and presentlyI will return and trample on

you.'
' Surelythat is not the mental temper which

makes either for Christianityor for good art.
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The work of Mr. Kipling'sfirst period,then, is

marked by dash,wit, and inexhaustible cleverness,

but is marrediby the characteristic faults of youth :

lack of sympathy and undeveloped sense of propor-tion.

13. Sympathetic Treatment of Character.

"
But the author had alreadybegun to promise

better things. As interpretationsof the queer

workings of the Oriental mind and still queerer

workings of the all but impenetrablenative con-science,

some of the stories in In Black and White

are unparalleled.In certain tales of Soldiers Three,

and in at least one of the child stories,he touched

almost the highestlevel he has reached. The reason

is obvious. He was writingof the classes of people

with whom he was in complete rapport, and he was

attemptingto vindicate no favorite theoryof art or

society. Human nature was treated in a broader

spiritwhich made its appealless and less to the

passinginterest evoked by clever descriptionof class

manners and social fashions and more to the per-manent

interest awakened by portrayalof primitive

and lastingemotions.

A very fortunate field for the exercise of his

talents was offered by the ballads of 1892. Mr.

Kiplingno longergave us societyas he had found

it,or sin as he had unearthed it,or art as he chose

to preach it ; he set Tommy Atkins to singingand

let him relate his own story to music. The result
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is perhaps the faithfullest pictureof the common

soldier we have in modern literature. Of the gal-lant

officer-on-leave,of the picturesqueveteran, or

of a sort of sentimentalized man-in-the-ranks,con-ceived

either as lover or as simon-purehero,fiction

/ givesus many examples. But the " snoringBar-rack-room,"

diolera scourge, canteen, commissariat

" camuels," batterymules, sweatingcarriers," 'arf-

made recruities "

" these seem to have been re-served

for Rudyard Kipling. The poet never

ventriloquizes.We are not asked to believe that a

young journalistmasqueradingin a red coat is Mr.

Atkins. Never once does the singerof the Bar-rack-room

stand off and view his soldier-man with

cynicalor even with merelycurious while friendly
interest ; he sleeps under the same blanket,he

smokes the same tobacco, he shares the same

rations,he gets near enough to his comrade's heart

to discover the rude chivalrywhich redeems his

undisguisedanimalism. The common man of the

British army is at last completelyrealized.

In the prose tales of Mr. Kipling'ssecond period

one sees not only surer mastery of form and the

sloughingoff of mannerisms ; even more apparent

is the growth in sympathy. There is not a page in

the Plain Tales,unless we except "The Storyof Mu-hammad

Din," that reveals anythingapproachingthe

tenderness of the tale entitled " Without Benefit of

Clergy." " Beyond the Pale " has,to be sure, a plot
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which presents similarities,yet that pitifullittlenarra-tive

is,after all,a studyfrom the outside ; it fails to

seize the heartstringslike Ameera's story. It isplain

enough that the situation could never have been

entered into with the same absorption by the

author. " Love-o'-Women," too, in Many Inventions,

gripsthe sympathiesas none of the earlytales do.

The same may be said of several stories of this

middle period. They are not the notes of a jour-nalist-observer

; they are a serious man's record of

the pointsof view and mental sufferingsof other

minds. The composition of " The Destroyerof

Traffic,"for example,is possibleonlyto a writer of

no little dramatic sympathy and capacityfor self-

detachment. All the jauntinessof the earlywrit-ings

has now vanished. The tone is manly,

wholesome, optimistic.The humor is kinder,the

pathosless strained ; the wise humilityof maturity

has succeeded the flippancyof youth.

14. Spiritual Treatment of Character. "

If the temper of Mr. Kipling'sfirst periodwas

satiric and that of his second perioddramatic,that

of his third may be called philosophic.It is a

remarkable evolution. While Mr. Kipling is a

charming story-tellerstill(heisnothingif not artist),
the reader is impressed by a growing undercurrent

of allegoryand symbolism. In the Jungle Tales

the author sets man over againstthe backgroundof

nature, shows us the inferiorityof the overcivilized
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Books stand for the strugglefor supremacy between

natural and artificialforces. " CaptainsCourageous"

teaches the necessityof learningto take orders.

This, too, is the lesson McAndrew obtains from

his engines"

" Law, Orrder, Duty an' Restraint,Obedience,

Discipline."Discipline,however, is only to the

end of more effective activity.We obey orders

that we may catch more cod on the Banks or make

a quickerrun to port.

Most of the poetry is of the same timbre. If

the prose taken togetheris an epic which singsthe

eternal struggleof man to survive againstthe powers

which war againsthis body and soul,such poems as

" The Song of the English
" and mosfof the others in

varyingdegreesing the strugglefor race-survival

between the conqueringSaxons and their rivals. It

may be said that one gets in certain recent writings

the note of reverence and humility"

* * Stillstands Thine ancient sacrifice,

An humble and a contrite heart.1 '

Such submission, however, is not opposed to the

o-ospelof endeavor; it is a part of it. It is Crom-well's

sort of submission "
the stoopingof the sol-dier

to buckle on his armor. In the lightof " The

Truce of the Bear " and " The White Man's Bur-den,"

which followed the " Recessional " and to

some degreeinterpretedit,we cannot doubt that while

"* The captainsand the kingsdepart/
'
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theydon't departto their homes and become trades-people.

Instead of layingdown their weapons they

sleep upon them. One of Mr. Kipling'ssturdy
heroes confesses," The Lord abideth back of me to

guidemy fighting-arm."This is the sort of deity

Mr. Kipling invokes. Indeed,:his conception of

God is more Hebraic than Christian; God is rep-resented

in his writingsas either the " Lord God of

Battles,"or the " Master of all Good Workmen."

The obedience to God which Kiplingenjoinsis the

sort of obedience which he recommends for Harvey

Cheyne in " CaptainsCourageous" "
that obedience

which enables the boy by submittinghimself to

the commands of the skipperto work to better re-sult

himself. It is significantthat the term Mr.

Kiplingselects for the Deityin his remarkable invo-cation

which concludes Life'sHandicap is " Great

Overseer." In his poem addressed to Wolcott Bal-

estier he makes reference to " Our wise Lord God,

master of every trade." Not only does Mr. Kip-ling

transfer his conceptionof effort to the future

life where we shall labor " each for the joy of the

working,"but he makes faithful work on earth the

price of admission both to heaven and Hades.

Gunga Din, cut off in mid-career,dies in the per-formance

of duty. He will be permittedto finish

his task in " the placewhere 'e is gone." It is not

Gunga Din, but the milk and water Tomlinson who

is refused admission in turn to heaven and hell
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because unable to answer the test,
" What ha' ye

done ? "

But the poet has for his end neither the satisfac-tion

of lighting"
the glow of the muscles

" nor

the accomplishmentof vulgarsuccess. McAndrew,

the Scotch engineer,who takes comfort in reflect-ing,

" I am o' service to my kind. Ye wadna'

blame the thought," echoes Mr. Kipling'sown

creed. Even in the earliest of his long stories he

writes," If we make lightof our work, by usingit

for our own ends,our work will make lightof us."

And again," You're on the wrong road to success.

It isn't got at by sacrificingother people," I've

had that much knocked into me ; you must sacri-fice

yourself,and live under orders." The closing
lines of one of his most devout poems breathe the

same spirit:

" One stone the more swingsto her place

In that dread Temple of Thy Worth $

It is enough that throughThy grace

I saw naught common on Thy earth.

" Take not that vision from my ken ;

Oh, whatsoe'er may spoilor speed,

Help me to need no aid from men

That I may helpsuch men as need." *

To such a vision,what is commonly called fail-ure

seems unimportant. Is not Mr. Kiplinghim-

1 L'envoi to Life'sHandicap.
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self speaking behind the mask of the talking

banjo:

" I have known Defeat,and mocked it as we ran
"

?

This is the sort of faith to which anythingless than

success appears inconceivable.

But valiant and uncompromising as it is,this

creed lacks the one thingessential to completeness.

In making duty, not love,the motive power to ac-tion,

especiallywhen that action is viewed in the

lightof service to others,Mr. Kiplingignoresthe

highestsanction for the day'swork. In this he is

the antithesis of Robert Browning and of St. John,
and the very brother-in-blood of Mr. Thomas Car-

lyle. Like the sage of Chelsea, he has failed to

say the last word on his theme.

For love
" even the love that is mixed with

earth "
Mr. Kiplingfinds littleplacein his gospel.

Thomas Atkins says of the London " 'ousemaids "

that " they talks a lot o' lovin',but wot do they
understand ? " Few of Kipling'scharacters under-stand

much, though many lovers are included in

his repertory. Love, in our author's thought,is a

very delightfulincident of the day'swork, but the

buildingof bridgesand enginesand empires min-isters,

after all,rather more to the growth of char-acter

and of civilization. Not many midday hours

must be devoted to wooing,though it is an admir-able

amusement for evenings when one cannot
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labor out o' doors. One of Kipling'scharacters

" held peculiarnotions as to the wooing of girls.

He said that the best work of a man's career should

be laid reverentlyat their feet." Kipling adds,

" Ruskin writes something like this somewhere, I

think ; but in ordinarylife a few kisses are better

and save time." Love, in Kipling'sthought,is

not a passionto abandon one's self to. Only little

Hindu widows or very callow subalterns make

this blunder,and theyalways pay for it. I cannot

but feel that Kiplingalways has a slighttone of

patronage toward women. The women whom he

reallylikes are those who have most of the mascu-line

graftedinto their natures. They are either

clever in argument, like Mrs. Hauksbee, or able

to " rule eight servants and two horses," like

" William the Conqueror." Love, it is true,

forms the basis of very many of Kipling'sstories.

But it will be noted that his interest is not in the

sentiment or the passion itself,but in the compli-cations

growing therefrom.

If Mr. Kiplingfinds small place for passionate

love he finds almost none for spirituallove. I have

alreadyintimated that the tenderness of the All

Father means less to him than the power of the All

Ruler. u The Lord is a just and terrible God,

Bess," Dick Heldar explains. That seems to be the

view of Mulholland, of McAndrew, of all the mili-tant

saints of these ballads and stories. Marked as
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is the growth of religiousinsightin Mr. Kipling's

recent writings,the years have still much to teach

him. He has sung of obedience and work, none

more nobly; may we not hope that he will yet rise

to the Apostolicconception: "The greatest of these

is Love " ?

Ill

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS

15. Originality. "
Mr. Kipling seems never

to have imitated anybody. He has been compared

to Bret Harte, to Pierre Loti,to Dickens. But the

truth is,he owes practicallynothingto other writers.

He formed himself on no classic models, but relied

for inspirationsolelyupon " that Lightwhich light-

eth every man that cometh into the world." He is

as trulya successful originalas Carlyleor Browning

or Walt Whitman.

His originalityis shown firstof all in his choice

of theme. Politicians and compilers of statistics

wrote about India for centuries,but the novelists

passed it by. A young man, pickingup the dis-carded

material,taught the world more about the

Orient than all histories and blue-books, and

" brought India nearer to England than the Suez

Canal has done." He has made us see India,and

feel it,and smell it.

He has dared also to write of the common soldier,
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who, for the most part, had been overlooked by the

novelists and poets, and has made us understand that

Tommy is " most remarkable like [us]." He has

crept into the native mind, and giventhe reader not

clever guesses as to the Oriental's pointof view,but

actual bits of his psychology.He has made the

outside world know Anglo-Indiansociety.More

recentlyhe has givenus some marvellous studies of

the Jungle-folk.None of these things had ever

been done before.

To some observers Mr. Kipling'streatment of

marhjpprv constitutes the most originalfeature of

his work. It is true that no writer has with such

persistenceand brilliancysung the " Song o' Steam."

". Yet it must not be forgottenthat Walt Whitman

\ celebrated modern mechanical inventions with great

imaginativepower. How far the younger writer is

indebted to Whitman may be disputed,but absolute

originalityin this field can hardlybe conceded to the

author of " McAndrew's Hymn." Did not Whit-man,

addressingthe locomotive,speak of

'" Thy black cylindricbody, goldenbrass,and silverysteel,

Thy ponderousside-bars, paralleland connectingrods, gy-rating,

shuttlingat thy sides" ? l

Was it not Whitman who wrote the finest de-scription

of the ocean cable ever penned :

" The seas inlaid with eloquentgentlewires" ?2

1 " To a Locomotive in Winter."

2 " Passage to India."
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\

poet'suse, and should incline to doubt whether any

livingpoet could do more than to make it into witty

verse. Yet whoever does not call " Mandalay " and

" Danny Deever "

poetry is ignorantof poetry when

he sees it. "_To make the common marvellous^

as if it were a revelation,is a test of genius,"

said Mr. Lowell! No writer of our century has

met this test more unmistakablythan Rudyard

Kipling.

1 6. Imperialism. "
Mr. Kiplingis the Cecil

Rhodes of literature. No one has done more to

give Englishmenan imaginativeconceptionof their

colonial possessions,or to cultivate in them a lofty

patrioticpride. " Mr. Kipling'smost characteristic

work is reallysaturated with politics,"says Black-wood's,'

"

" the politicsof true statesmanship." It

is difficult to decide whether his influence isgreater in

literature or in publicaffairs. His voice is for the

closer union of English-speakingpeoples,and bitterly

againsta false liberalism that would extend the

privilegesof self-governmentin advance of the prep-aration

of subjectraces to receive it," equally

against,also,the insular complacencyof the " Little

Englander"who is indifferent to the welfare of

colonial dependenciesor who selfishlyignoresit.

"What should they know of England,"Kipling

asks in "The EnglishFlag,""who onlyEngland
know ? " In his great chant of imperialism," The

Native-Born," he pledgesfaith
;
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" To the last and the largestEmpire,

To the map that is half unrolled. "

There have been laureates of England in plenty,but

never before a laureate of the British Empire. Born

in India,educated' in England,a traveller in South

Africa and almost every colonythat owes allegiance

to Victoria,for several years an American resident,

"
Mr. Kiplinghas indeed followed " the war-drum

of the white man round the world." 1

For his intense allegianceto Britain Mr. Kipling

has not escapedcriticism. A recent writer has com-plained

of his devotion to the idea of " the supremacy

of the British Empire over all the globefor the sake

of materialism and bv means of militarism.

The virtue which Kiplinglaysstress upon is the

militaryvirtue of obedience for militant ends." 2

This is a partialmisconception. Mr. Kiplingis none

the less human or representative; on the contrary,

he is more so, because so national. A flower shares

the generallife of nature onlyby feedingon the soil

around its root. No one can become a citizen of

the world until he has been trulya citizen of his own

country, tillhe has been able to say with Whitman :

" I stand in my placewith my own day here."

Thus much for the impliedchargeof provincialism.

As for Kipling'smaterialism,it is plain that the

1 " Song of the Banjo."
2 Charlotte Porter in Poet-Lore.
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objectorhas failed to read between his lines. Mr.

Kiplingis not at bottom a materialist,but a psychol-ogist,

I had almost said moralist. The material

productresultingfrom human energy interests him

as the tangibleexpressionof character. As to the

" militant ends," the notion is so patentlyabsurd that

it hardlycalls for refutation. That the end he has

in view is material and vulgarprosperity"
this is a

gratuitousassumption denied by every line of his

writings.He seeks the permanent well-beingof the

world, an end to be achieved only,as he reasons, by

securingthe well-beingof that race or of those races

best fitted to dominate the world,to shape its ideals,

and to control its destiny. In Mr. Kipling'sprose
and verse the goaltoward which the Saxon struggle
for supremacy is directed is

" An hundred times made plain,

To seek another's profit

And work another's gain."'

One cannot deny, however, that the immediate

means by which Mr. Kiplinglooks for the advance

of civilization is militarism. It is not the God of

Things as They Should Be that he worships. If

there be any defect in his philosophyof human

progress it lies in his dangerof relativelyundervalu-ing

the effectiveness of quiet spiritualforces as

opposedto the forces more spectacularand demonstra-tive.

We would respectfullyrecall to his memory a

1 " The White Man's Burden."
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passage from a very old-fashioned book :
" And, be-hold,

the Lord passedby,and a great and strong wind

rent the mountains, and brake in piecesthe rocks

before the Lord ; but the Lord was not in the wind :

and after the wind an earthquake;but the Lord was

not in the earthquake; and after the earthquakea

fire; but the Lord was not in the fire : and after the

fire a stillsmall voice."

17. Treatment of Nature. "
In traversing

his imperialdomain with Mr. Kiplingwe are im-pressed

not onlywith the sense of trampingarmies,

rollingships,and flyingflags,we are struck by the

out-of-door feelingof it all,by the great^trejtches^of^

plainand ocean and coast-line,and the sound of the

wind about our ears7~~

Yet nature, in the thought of Mr. Kipling,is

simplythe backgroundfor humanity. He has little

of the contemplativespirit.He has nothingof that

half-indolent,broodingreceptivenessof effects from

every source whereby Tennyson permitteda scene

to mirror itself in quiet harmony on his mind's

retina. He is too impatient,too alert for this.

You would hardlyexpect to find him writinga song

to the daisyor a sonnet on a daffodil,or celebrating

the joysof solitarycommunion with the landscape.

Nor has he any
" philosophyof nature." He con"

ceives of nature neither,as Wordsworth and Shelley

do, as if she possesseda distinctlypersonalHfe,nor

as Keats does, as though she were peopled with
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mythicalbeingsapart both from human life and

her own. He constantlypersonifiesnatural phe-nomena,

but never forgetsthat he is talkingin

metaphor. Note several instances of his interpre-tation

of natural scenery or force in terms of

human activity:

" The wind that tramps the world.""

" The deaf,gray-beardedseas."

" " The hours struck clear in the cabin ; the nosing bows

slappedand scuffled with the seas.1'

" All nightthe red flame stabbed the sky
With wavering,wind-tossed spears.'"

" Hot moist orchids that make mouths at you."
" The winter moon was walkingthe untroubled sea."

" Drivinga whisperingwall of water to rightand left."

" The Peace Rock layacross the shallows like a longsnake,
and the littletired rippleshissed as they dried on its hot side."

Personificationis common in all imaginativewrit-ing,

but its use in Kipling deserves specialnote.

His interest is so exclusivelycentred in the activi-ties

of men and women that he has to transfer their

various forms of effort to his landscapebefore enter-ing

into its spiritwith much sympathy. Thus we

hear of the seawater's " choking and chuckling,"of

the winds " herdingthe purple-bluecloud-shadows,"

of " the kiss of rain,"of the earth " breathinglightly

in the pauses between the howlingof the jackals,"

of " the thunder chatteringoverhead,"of " the trees

thrashingeach other." The advantageof this de-scriptive

method lies in its vividness ; it translates
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the less familiar into the more familiar : the abstract

conceptioninto the concrete image.
18. Description.

" If he portrays natural scen-ery

with a few vital strokes,Mr. Kiplingappliesthe

same method to all his descriptivepassages. His

great achievement is that of actuallymaking the

reader see things. What a second-class writer

would dredgethe dictionaryin describing,he packs
into a curt, truncated sentence. " Give me one

adjective,"he seems to say,
" and I will do more

than you could with a portfolioof them ; but you

must let me choose the adjective."His selective

instinct is unfaltering.He picks out from the

myriaddetails of a scene those two or three which

suggest the whole. His method is never the patient,
elaborate manner of Tennyson,layingin every line

and shadow with Pre-Raphaeliteprecision. Mr.

Kiplingspiritsyou out of doors. You are not

readingabout a place,you are seated square in it.

It is nothing less than verbal magic. Take, for

instance,this pictureof his beloved North-country
drawn by a homesick Afridi horse-thief :

" The

bloom of the peach-orchardsis upon all the Valley,
and here isonlydust and a great stink. There is a

pleasantwind among the mulberry-trees,and the

streams are brightwith snow-water, and the cara-vans

go up and the caravans go down, and a hun-dred

firessparklein the gut of the Pass,and tent-peg

answers hammer-nose, and pack-horsesqueals to
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pack-horseacross the drift smoke of the evening.

It isgood in the North now. Come back with me." !

There are few situations which Mr. Kiplingis

unable to describe with success, but two, at least,

he pictureswith a mastery which is beyondanything

in modern literature. Whenever he writes of the

open sea or whenever he touches upon a battle-

scene, he is preeminent. Nowhere, unless in Shake-speare,

shall one discover sea-pictureswhich equal

some of those in " A Matter of Fact " and " Captains

Courageous.'"None of his contemporaries,unless

Mr. Stephen Crane, and scarcelyone of his prede-cessors,

no, not Sir Walter himself,has approached

the vividness of certain battle-picturesin " With

the Main Guard," The Lightthat Failed," Mutiny

of the Mavericks," and " Drums of the Fore and

Aft." They are paintedin blood and fire.

19. Characterization. "
If descriptionis Mr.

Kipling'sstrongest side,character-drawingis his

weakest. Or let us say that with him character-ization

is another kind of description.His fiction

forms a sort of verbal " biograph"

: though his

picturesmove, they remain picturesnone the less.

After readinghis stories one is left with an impres-sion

of remarkablyvigorousdelineation,but not

with the feelingthat one has watched the natural

and inevitable growth of character. Hardly any-body,

indeed, developsin Kipling. Maisie and

1 " Dray Wara Yow Dee."
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advantage(in this he is Dickens' own son) of

choosing individuals who are marked by some ex-ternal

idiosyncrasy.Mulvaney is at once set apart

from the rest by his Irish wit and brogue,by his

height,by his appetitefor strong waters. Otheris

is remembered by his diminutive stature, his dog-

stealingpropensities,and his fondness for the

Adjective.Were the author to choose characters

whose appearance and manner was similar,and

aim to differentiate them by subtle mental differ-ences

which called for powers of insightrather

than for exercise of the descriptivefaculty,his

inferiorityto more than one contemporary "
take

Mr. Meredith as a singleexample "
would be

apparent.

Mr. Kipling'scharacters seem to be infinitely

various,yet theyare principallylimited to the folk

who engage in the day'swork. With spineless,in-dolent

men who take their ideas from books, with

flaccid,washed-out women who can't ride a horse

or run a house, he has littlesympathy. The few

peopleof this sort who appear in his pages are intro-duced

only to be hastilychastised and dismissed.

When he approachesthe narrowlyevangelicaltype
so concerned with prayers and phylacteriesthat it is

content to leave the day'swork to others,his usual

tolerance deserts him and he descends into fiercest

caricature. When he describes children he is apt to

make them monsters of precocity.In order to in-
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terest him theymust bringthingsto pass, even like

their stalwart fathers and mothers whom he loves.

Wee Willie Winkie, a prodigyof six years, effects

a marvellous rescue of a young ladysurrounded by

bandits. Tods, a youth of the same age, discusses

politicswith Indian officials and actuallyinfluences

legislation.What a spectacleis this ! Men at

work, women at work, children at work ! And be-hind

the ranks of toilingand fightinghumanitythe

imperturbableyoung poet urgingthem on by word

and example to stillgreater activity!

But Mr. Kipling'scharacterization is not only
varied and strenuous, it is saturated with humor.

The grim sardonic wit of the earlyballads,the irony

of the earlystories,melt graduallyinto a kinder

spirit" but the fun is still there. It is often

mingled so closelywith pathos that they cannot

easilybe disentangled." Comic stuff and tragic

sadness " stand cheek byjowlin " Thrown Away ;
"

in " Tomlinson "

we laughand shudder at the same

moment.

" Vulgartunes that bringthe laughthat bringsthe groan "

I can ripyour very heart-stringsout with those,"

boasts the poet'sbanjo. Only writers of extraordi-nary

power can touch at the same instant the springs

of merriment and of tears. Shakespeare,of course,

is the master in this sort, but Mr. Kiplingis an apt

disciple.

I have alreadysaid, however, that character-
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drawingis not Mr. Kipling'sforte. He finds it dif-ficult

to keep his own personalityout of that of his

creation,and is alwaysin dangerof introducingfalse

touches into his very best work. In " With the

Main Guard," after Ortheris has producedhis bottles

of gingerade,Mulvaney inquires," Where did ye

get ut, ye Machiavel ? " Again, take this :
" Or-theris

had considered the question in all its bear-ings.

He spoke,chewinghis pipe-stemmeditatively
the while :

" * " Go forth,return in glory,
To Clusiurrfs royal'orae :

An1 round these bloomiif temples'ang
The bloomin' shields o1 Rome." ' " '

Once more (Mulvaneyis speaking): " Spitit out,

Jock,an' bellow melojusto the moon. It takes an

earthquake or a bullet graze to fetch aught out av

you. Discourse, Don Juan ! The a-moors av

Lotharius Learoyd !" 2

Bessie,illiterate and immoral, thus solicits Tor-

penhow in The Light that Failed :
" Oh, please,

'tisn't as if I was askingyou to marry me. I

wouldn't think of it. But cou " couldn't you take

and live with me tillMiss Right comes along? I'm

only Miss Wrong, I know, but I'd work my hands

to the bare bone for you." Another singularlyinfe-licitous

touch is that where our author makes the

1 " The Incarnation of Krishna Mulvaney."
2 " On Greenhow Hill."



Mr. Kipling'sWritings 71

" Brushwood girl,"most sensitive and highly-bred
of women, exclaim in a moment of strong feeling,
" My God ! " One unfortunate line in " Gunga

Din "
mars a masterpiece. Even Mr. Kiplingfails

to convince us that a water-carrier who is dyingof

a mortal wound, model of unselfishness though he

be, would gasp with his last death-rattle :
" I 'ope

you liked your drink." It is preciselywhat he

would not have said.

20. Mastery of the Short Story. "
Mr.

Kiplinghas inexhaustible inventiveness. To have

written more than one hundred and fiftystories,

hardlyone of which givesthe reader the impression

of being some familiar set of incidents turned up

again,is to have revealed very unusual talents,but

to have handled these plotswith such sure artistic

sense is to have accomplishedfar more.

Possiblythe most wonderful feat that Kiplinghas

performedis the mastery of the short story as a liter-ary

form. In accomplishingthis he has succeeded

where nearlyevery English writer who preceded

him has failed. Englishmen have been able to

write a good three-volume novel ever since Richard-son,

but,with perhapshalf a dozen exceptions,they

have not produceda singleshort story that can take

its placebeside the little perfectionsof France and

America. Yet Mr. Kiplinghas written more than

a score, to be very conservative,that are masterlyin

form and brilliant in content. They are not pages
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torn from some unfinished novel,they u
are cast at

once, as if in a mold."

Even in the Plain Tales this unique power is ap-parent.

These earlystories were marred by man-nerisms

which the author has since discarded. Yet

note that these very mannerisms were alwaysem-ployed

in the interest of conciseness. He abbrevi-ates

almost to the point of obscurity; he ends a

broken sentence with a dash ; he omits his finite

verbs ; he overwhelms the layreader with a flood

of militaryinitials,since you see it saves space to

write C. O. rather than commanding officer. Even

his trick of saying," But that isanother story . . . ,"

shows his conscious,if not ostentatious,effort to

keep himself within bounds. The result is a sort

of tale condensed almost to anecdote. Introduc-tions

and preliminaryexplanations are suggested

by a phrase or cut out ; conclusions exist in your

stimulated imagination,you will not find them on

the page; not a word anywhere could be spared

or added. The power of the tales is in their sud-denness.

They are not paintings,growing,stroke

by stroke,under the artist's brush. They are

stereopticonpicturesprojectedinstantlyupon the

screen.

In some of his recent fiction Mr. Kipling,while

showing gain in analysisand maturityof thought,

givesevidence of havinglost this earlypower. He

has seldom been at his best in the elaborate method.
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Maisie,in The Lightthat Failed,who is described at

length,is less real to our imaginationthat the red-

haired girl,revealed in three or four lightning

glimpses. It is the misfortune of Mr. Kipling's
later stylethat he is explicitwhere he was once

suggestive. In such tales as
" The Devil and the

Deep Sea" and "The Shipthat Found Herself " he

shows that he has forgottenthe force of the epigram:

" The secret of beingdull is to tell all you know."

It may be said in passingthat the swift concise-ness

which seems to have departedfrom his prose

stylehas been, oddly enough, transferred to his

poetry. His recent ballads are so tightlypacked
with meaning that their rapid allusiveness often

approaches the verge of obscurity.
21. Mastery of Metre.

" Yet it must be

said that,on the whole, Mr. Kipling'smastery of

form in poeticalcomposition is no less remarkable

than his mastery of form in story-writing.His

metres are as various as his themes. Though his

favorite metrical scheme is simple,his inventiveness,

when he leaves his swingingballad measures, and

sets out in quest of variety,is almost unrivalled.

No matter how intricate the problem he sets himself,

he is certain to solve it. "The Song of the Banjo"
is an instance in point. It presents technical diffi-culties

that would have baffled any other living

writer,yet the poet overrides them with ingenuity
and apparent ease.
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It may be questioned,however, whether the music

inherent in Mr. Kipling'slines has much subtlety,

or in any sense equalshis force, metrical facility,

or precisionof phrase. So many of his poems

are heel-and-toe choruses that one doubts whether

the poet will ever whollyemancipate himself from

this regimentalmood. " White Horses " and a few

other lyricsbeginto give us hope, but it must be

said in generalthat he marches in strict time to the

band. What he gainsin speed,he loses in repose ;

what he gains in ornament of phrase,he loses in

simplicity.Mr. Kipling'sverse is rhetorical and

declamatory. Very little of it can be classed with

that highestorder of poetry, devoid of every sus-picion

of " style,"which Nature seems to have

penned herself. Representativeexamples in this

kind are Wordsworth's Lucy lyricsand the best

songs of Burns and of Blake. Brilliant is not the

word one appliesto these. One never thinks of

the authors as composing them. They are inevi-table.

Mr. Kipling'spoetry, on the other hand, is

more like that of Byron,of Campbell,of Dryden,

of Macaulay,though far surpassingin one respect or

another the work of each of them. It is excessively

clever,it is eloquentand sonorous to a degree,but

it falls short of that "noblyplainmanner" admired

by Matthew Arnold, which is reallythe crowning

triumph of expression. The one immortal excep-tion

is the " Recessional,"which is as unadorned as
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supplant honest old Saxon words, which were

good enough for Bible translators and for Shake-speare,

with those roundabout equivalentswhich a

sophisticatedmodern taste regardsmore delicate.

His passionfor specificwords has betrayedhim, also,

into a curious literaryfallacy.A specificword pre-sents

a more livelyimage than a generalor class

term ; hence, he argues, the preciseword which a

tradesman or mechanic employs has more vividness

than an indefinite term appliedby the layman. Con-sistent

with his theory,he dumps into a few of his

later stories the whole vocabularyof technical cant,

forgettingthat even a generalterm which we under-stand

presents to the eye a clearer image than a

technical term at whose meaning we can onlyguess.

On the whole, Mr. Kiplingwrites the clearest and

most picturesqueprose of any livingauthor. His

use of technical jargon is at the worst a mistaken

essay in a rightdirection,and as yet appears to be

rather a dangeroustendency than a settled fault.

We would remind him, however, of the words he

once wrote of Wressley :
" He began his book in

the land he was writingof. . . .
He must have

guessedthat he needed the white lightof local color

on his palette.This is a dangerouspaintfor ama-teurs

to playwith." Yes, Mr. Kipling,and it is

dangerouspaint even for accomplishedartists. A

few nautical terms or names of tools and machines

add realityto a description,but a solid page of this
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sort of thing is apt to be a bore. When one has

been treated to whole paragraphsreekingwith infor-mation

about garboard-strakes,link-heads,crank-

throws, crates, and fall-ropes,one may be pardoned

for exclaiming,even if one has the devil for com-pany,

" It's clever,but is it art ? " To the mind

of the present writer there can be only one

answer.

But Mr. Kiplingseeks not onlyfor the most con-crete,

but also for the most suggestiveword. When

he says he had " the smell of the drinkingearth in

[his]nostrils,"he chooses an epithetthat connotes

the whole impression. When he says of Kaa, the

huge python,that " he seemed to pour himself along

the ground,"and of Mulvaney, when he returned

from his Incarnation,that he " disappearedto the

waist in a wave of joyousdogs,"he attains the same

sort of magic. In his effort to cast imaginative

spells,he makes use of imitative words, frequently

invented by himself.

" And out of the grass on a sudden broke

A spirtleof fire,a whorl of smoke."

"Then Tomlinson he grippedthe bars and yammered, " Let

me in.' "

" There was a row in Silver street " an' I was in it too ;

We passedthe time o' day, an1 then the belts went whir-

raru.'1

" There was a profusionof squabby,plufFycushions.
"

"The swords whinny-whickerlike angry kites."

" Elephintsa-pilin'teak

In the sludgy,squdgycreek,"
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" Forty-pounderguns:
Jiggery-joltyto and fro."

"I did not want to plowterabout any more in the drizzle

and the dark."

These words are invariablyapt. If there is no

such noun as "bobble" nor such verb as
u plopped,"

one feels there ought to be, and that Mr. Kipling
does rightto introduce them. Equallydescriptive

are his words which stand for repeatedsounds :
" bat-

bat-bat,"" tap-tap-tapped,"" sip-sip-sipping,""
wop-

wop-wop," and any number of others. But per-haps

the most daringof his inventions are the words

imitatingcharacteristic sounds made by animals,as
" Aurgh " (tiger)," Hrrump "

(elephant)," Kssha"

and " Ngssh " (snake)," Ya-la-hi ! Yalaha !"

(wolf),
" chitter-chatter " (leapingrat)," chug-drug" (boar

sharpeninghis tusks on a bole).Nor does Kipling's

coinageof words stop with the class where sound

connotes sense. He improviseson whatever instru-ment

he plays. Is he after humorous effect?

He out-BrowningsBrowning with such monstrosi-ties

as scarabeousness, adjutaunter,special-cor-

respondentlyand whalesome, or such compound

adjectivesas expensive-pictures-of-the-nude-adorned,

Seidlitz-powders-colored,Government-broad-arrow-

shaped, and hair-trunk-thrown-in-the-trade. He

forms one part of speech out of another,or gives

an existingword a new ending,or restores obsolete

forms at his pleasure: badling,thumbling,empties



Mr. Kipling'sWritings 79

(noun),grown-ups, high-grassed,hogged,horsehood,
know-how (noun),long-ago(adjective),old-maidism,

pine-needled,rocketed,smashment, Sahibdom, vaga-bonded,

springily,bad-worded (verb),brassily,

gentled(verb),gridironing,piglet,deerlets,rabbity,

tailing(part.)brotherliwise. His compound words

are innumerable. Fire-fanged,knotty-rooted,over-

ankle, rain-channelled,sweetish-sourish,scissor-

legged,twiney-tough" these are samples out of a

list numbering several hundred which I have col-lected

from his prose.

23. Figurative Language.
" Mr. Kipling

shows his selective instinct no less in his choice

of figuresthan in that of words. He is one

of the greatest masters of metaphor since Shake-speare.

It may" almost be said that Mr. Kiplingwrites in

nothing except figures.What is the whole body
of his recent work but metaphor ? A writer of

less penetrationmight have inveighedagainstthe

materialism of an age like ours. Mr. Kipling
idealizes it,lifts it all into the regionof symbol.

Every crank and pistonis a letter in his alphabetof

spiritualpower. He is the great allegoristof modern

times.

Metaphors, using the word in the rhetorical

sense, are employedfrequentlyin Kipling,yet so

discriminately,and with such an insistent origi-nality,
as alwaysto avoid the merelyflorid. His
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tropes are notable equallyfor a quaint unconven-tionally

and for aptness.

So remarkable is Mr. Kipling'suse of metaphor
that it deserves extensive illustration. A single

figureof speech,however, may be taken as typical.
Note the directness of the followingsimiles : After

a river flood,which swept all barriers before it," the

piersof the Barhwi Bridgeshowed like broken teeth

in the jaw of an old man." l " The grass-stems

held the heat exactlyas boiler-tubes do." 2 " The

lightningspatteredthe sky as a thrown egg spatters

a barn-door."3 "Little by little,very softlyand

pleasantly,she began takingthe conceit out of

Plumes, as they take the ribs out of an umbrella

before recoveringit."4 "The Colonel's face set

like the Day of Judgment framed in gray bristles."5

"Dick delivered himself of the saga of his own

doings,with all the arrogance of a young man

speakingto a woman. From the beginninghe told

the tale,the I
" I

" I's flashingthroughthe records

as telegraph-polesflypast the traveller." 6

Kiplingfrequentlyintroduces a sort of Homeric

simile which suggests the influence of the Iliad and

Odysseyso strikinglythat it is difficult to believe he

l" In Flood Time."

2 " Bubbling Well Road."

3 " The Return of Imray."
4 " The Rescue of Pluffles."

6 " His Wedded Wife."

6 The Light that Failed,
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lacks intimate acquaintancewith them. Here is an

example from The Naulahka :
" His eyes were red

with opium, and he walked as a bear walks when he

is overtaken by the dawn in a poppy-field,where he

has gorgedhis fillthrough the nightwatches." The

Lightthat Failed yieldsgood examples :
" As swiftly

as a reach of stillwater is crispedby the wind,

the rock-strewn ridgesand scrub-toppedhills were

troubled and alive with armed men." Again :
" The

mind was quickened,and the revolvingthoughts

groundagainsteach other as mill-stones grindwhen

there is no corn between." Once more :
" A re-frain,

slow as the clackingof a capstan when the

boat comes unwillinglyup to the bars where the

men sweat and tramp in the shingle."1

24. Prose Style in General. "
Mr. Kipling's

style,in a very remarkable degree,reflects his per-sonality.

His words do not conceal,they reveal

him. What Whitman wrote regardingLeaves of
Grass appliesto the works of Kipling:

" This is no book,

Who touches this touches a man."

The impression of reallyholdingconversation

with the author is due in part to his honestyand

earnestness. It is attributable quiteas much to the

styleitself. The construction is that of speech.

Kipling never " reads like a book." He employs

1 See Athenceum, April 18, 1 891.
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the tongue in which we buy and sell,and make love,

and confess our sins. His sentences are brief and

idiomatic ; the order of the words is seldom inverted ;

there are few parentheticalclauses ; the words

themselves are usuallyshort and prevailinglySaxon.

An involved styleis generallyan obscure style.

Kipling'sclearness is due partlyto his natural and

effective arrangement of words ; partlyalso to his

unerringchoice of the word that fits.

His stylehas movement as well as clearness. It

sweeps one on with great swiftness to the story's
climax. There is no haltingby the wayside to

pluck an epigram. Mr. Kiplingsees his work too

much as a whole, he is too jealousfor the integrity
of his central impression,to distract the reader with

aphorisms. Perhaps,too, he considers the epigram-matic

styleto savor of pedantry,as witness the

followingquotationfrom one of the Plain Tales :

" ' No wise man has a policy,'said the Viceroy.
c A policyis the blackmail levied on the Fool by
the Unforeseen. I am not the former,and I do not

believe in the latter.' I do not quite see what this

means, unless it refers to an insurance policy.Per-haps

it was the Viceroy'sway of saying,c Lie low.' " l

Regarding the force of Kipling'sstyle,I have

alreadyspoken. Force, next to sincerity,is its

prevailingnote. Concentration,crispness,realism,

coherence,suggestiveness,all these,too, are part of our

1 " A Germ Destroyer."
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author's equipment. But it is often pointedout that

he has the defects of his qualities.His virility,we are

told,sometimes descends into coarseness, his realistic

manner into slang,his swift "
go

" into jerkinessand

journalese.He isalwayspowerful,he is not always

highly-bred.In his passionfor clearness and force

he sometimes forgetshow many other qualitiesgo to

make up a finished style. The subtle rhythmical

movement, the cadence, the pervasive overtones

which mark much of De Quincey'sprose, and Cardi-nal

Newman's, and Louis Stevenson's,these,for the

most part, are absent from the author's page.

But it may be said in Kipling'sdefence that the

sort of verbal incantation which imparts almost a

sensuous thrill to the reader,perhaps seems to him

essentiallyinsincere. It also may be said that a

highlybeautified styleis excluded by his persistent

aim to make his writingsas much like spoken

speech as he can. That he is able,moreover, when

it suits his purpose, to write paragraphswhere

rhythm is a marked feature,is shown in not a few

stories,especiallyin narratives put into the mouths

of natives,and in several of the Jungletales.

Kipling'sstyle,however, needs no apology. His

art is perfectif it perfectlyachieve its purpose ; we

never should pronounce an author's method defective

till we have inquiredwhat he aims to do. Mr.

Kiplingoccasionallyshocks us with his coarseness.

But perhapswe need to be shocked. Granted that
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he violates our conventions. It does us good to

reexamine the ground for these conventions. Let

us admit that he is deficient in rhythm. Rhythm is

wHat we ask for in a lullaby7"notFrfa battle-slogan

or an alarm of fire. The man who strives to shake

you out of your self-satisfaction,and to nerve you

for conflict or danger,ought hardlyto be quarrelled
with because he refuses to singyou to sleep. Kip-ling's

message is not for the ear, but for the emo-tions

and the will.

Of course this peremptory, challengingstyleis

not universallypopular. He or she
" more often

she " whose ideal of literature is completelymet by
the elaboratelypolitewhile beautiful styleof Ad-dison,

whose taste is unpleasantlydisturbed by Swift

and wholly outragedby Carlyle," such a reader

will certainlyshrink from the brusquenessof these

" straight-flungwords and few.'' Kipling'sstyleis

not custom-made. Like Whitman, he has "

gone

freelywith powerfuluneducated persons." Readers

who look for evening clothes and court bows
"

who

care less for literarymanner than for literaryman-ners

" will cut his acquaintancejustas soon as he

ceases to be a fashionable fad.

25. Influence.
"

Is Mr. Kipling a classic ?

Who knows, or cares ? His fate will probablybe

the common one :

" Some of him lived,but the most of him died

(Evkgas you and I !)
"



Mr. Kipling'sWritings 85

The permanency of his fame is doubtless Mr.

Kipling'sleast concern. Is it not the third-rate

poet who sighswith Cowley :

" What shall I do to be forever known

And make the age to come my own
"

?

Time takes fine revenges on all such.

But whether or not Mr. Kiplingis a classic,it

cannot be disputedthat he is a force. The man

who has created a new respect for poetry, who has

conquered a new class of readers,who is already

quoted,imitated,parodiedin every English-speaking

land,who, while stillin his earlythirties,influences

the policyof nations and marks time for their march-ing

feet,who gathersthe civilized world at his bed-side

to pray for his recovery, " surelythis man is

somethingfar greater than the occupant of a literary

pedestal" he is the leader and friend of our com-mon

race.

26. Summary. "
I have attempted to show in

this chapter on what grounds Mr. Kipling'swork

may properlybe called great ; I have attemptedto

trace the development of his dramatic geniusthrough
three stages which I have ventured to call the satiric,

the sympathetic,and the spiritual; and I have finally
discussed a number of his generalcharacteristics in

detail. In so short a treatise it can hardlybe hoped
that anythingmore than an intelligentoutline has

been furnished the student,yet the writer trusts a

few thingshave been made clear :
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1. Mr. Kiplingis the most prominent figurein

the world of letters,and has made the most rapidof

modern literaryreputations.

2. He has conquei^d three classes : the literary
class who read for style; the average reader who

reads for amusement ; the non-readingclass who are

fascinated by his familiaritywith their material

world of commerce, trade,and machinery.

3. He is a great politicalforce.

4. His work is notable for power, originality,

range, health,and sincerity.

5. Nature is to him simplythe backgroundfor

the playof strenuous human emotions.

6. His philosophyof life is marked by vigorand

optimism.

7. His temper is distinctlymasculine. He is al-ways

strong, and sometimes coarse.

8. His manner is realistic; his aim idealistic.

9. His forte is description,and he is a master of

language.

10. His characterization is not alwaysgood,and

is never of the highestkind.

11. His abilityto invent plotsseems exhaustless,

and his mastery of the short-storyform is unrivalled

in contemporary literature. He has not, however,

been especiallysuccessful in writingnovels.

12. His verse is brilliant and rhetorical,and has

at least once attained the "nobly plainmanner"

of the highestpoetry.



CHAPTER. THREE

INDEX TO MR. KIPLING'S PRINCIPAL WRITINGS

American, An. {The Seven Seas. ,)"

This description

of the typical American contains much wholesome criti-cism.

While it aims to be just,it is hardly calculated to

flatter national vanity. It is in part a parody on Emer-son's

Brabmay but it is much longer than the earlier
poem.

A sample of its qualitymay be had from the next to the

last of its fourteen stanzas :

" Enslaved, illogical,elate,

He greets th' embarrassed Gods, nor fears

To shake the iron hand of Fate

Or match with Destiny for beers."

"' To me it gives a sense of his penetrationand his

grasp that nothing else does. I am tempted to call the

piece the most important thing, intellectually,in Mr.

Kipling's new volume of The Seven Seas.''''
"

IV. D.

Howells.

American Notes.
"

This series of letters contributed

to a newspaper in India (the Pioneer, Allahabad), was

the result of Mr. Kipling's American tour of 1889.

Their publicationin book form by a New York house

(1891) was unauthorized. They are satiric picturesof

society in the United States. Marred by journalistic

smartness and superficialityand by very evident prejudice

against America, but entertaining and clever. (See the

American Bookman for April, 1898.)

(*7)
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The complete series of letters of which these are a

part were publishedin the Pioneer under the title

From Sea to Sea, and have this year (1899) been

republishedin book form under the originaltitle by

Mr. Kipling's authorized publishers,Doubleday "

McClure Company. (See From Sea to Sea.)

Amir's Homily, The. (Life'sHandicap.)" A thief,

brought to trial before the Amir, avers that he stole

because he was starving,having been unable to find work.

The despottells him that he lies,"since any man who

will, may find work and dailybread." The magistrate

then relates a tale of his "evil days," when he himself

was starving. He refused gifts,askingonly for work.

He was finallysuccessful. Day after day he wrought as

a coolie on a dailywage of four annas. Then turningto

the prisonerhe commands that he be led away to execution.

.Among the Railway Folk. (See From Sea to Sea. )
/' Anchor Song. {The Seven Seas.)"

A sailor-song

first publishedas Envoy to Many Inventions, and subse-quently

included in The Seven Seas. It has a rhythmical

movement, but fairlybristleswith nautical terms.

" A magnificentbit of long-syllableversification." "

Academy.

Angutivun Tina.
" A poem following" Quiquern" in

the Second JungleBook. It is supposedlya free transla-tion

of the "Song of the ReturningHunter," as the Es-quimaux

sang it after seal-spearing.

Answer, An. {Ballads.)"
The truth that griefand

apparent failure are justifiedif they form part of God's pur-pose

is taughtin this parableof a rose, who, tattered and

stem-broken, complainsto God, and receives an answer

which comforts her as she bows her head to die.



http://www.forgottenbooks.org/in.php?btn=1&pibn=1000324395&from=pdf
http://www.forgottenbooks.org/in.php?btn=2&pibn=1000324395&from=pdf
http://www.forgottenbooks.org/in.php?btn=3&pibn=1000324395&from=pdf
http://www.forgottenbooks.org/in.php?btn=4&pibn=1000324395&from=pdf


90 A Kipling Primer

placeis Simla. The three characters are known as
" A

Man and his Wife and a Tertium Quid." The man is in

the Plains " earning money for his wife to spend on

dresses,"and writingher daily. The wife is carryingon

a violent flirtationwith the Tertium Quid. The affair has

reached almost the pointof scandal when it is interrupted

by a tragedy. The two are ridingon the Himalayan-

Thibet road, which in placesis not over six feet wide,

with a sheer drop into the valleybelow of between one

thousand and two thousand feet, when the man's mare

shies at a logof wood, and, sinkingin the earth loosened

by the heavy rains,fallswith her rider to the valleybelow.

" When he [Kipling]deals in natural horror (take

* At the Pit's Mouth' as a sample, or
* The Other

Man '),I often find him a master." " Francis Adams

i?iFortnightly.

At Twenty-two. (/" Black and White. .)"
An old,

blind miner has married a pretty young wife who carries on

a shameless intriguewith a collier working in the same

gang with her husband. A heavy flood,duringthe Rains,

breaks throughthe crust of earth over one of the workings

and pours into the main galleries.The blind man's mar-vellous

knowledge of the mine, born of thirtyyears'ex-perience,

enables him to rescue his own gang and two

others. Among the saved is his wife's paramour. The

latter repays him by elopingwith the woman.

" For skilful presentment in a few bold strokes of a

strange and moving scene, it would be hard to beat the

escape from the flooded mine in * At Twenty-two,' or

the fanatical riot of " On the CityWall.
' The former

story, indeed, is a gem of the first water." " Athe-naeum.
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Baa, Baa, Black Sheep. (Wee Willie Winkie. ) "

Two children of Anglo-Indianparents are committed to

the care of an aunt in England. The latter is an unlovely

woman, who has some affection for the littlegirl,but hates

the boy, Punch, and subjectshim to a series of petty tor-tures

professedlydesignedfor the good of his soul. His

childish exaggerationspronounced to be lies,he is finally
forced to actual deceptionin self-defence,and becomes

sullen and suspicious.After five years the parents come

to claim their children,discover the barbarous treatment

the Black Sheep has received at the hands of Aunty Rosa,

and, after some difficulty,win back the good there is in the

boy'snature by love and tact.

" A strange compound of work at first and second

hand.
. . .

But Punch lives with an intense vital-ity,

and here, without any indiscretion,we may be

sure that Mr. Kiplinghas looked inside his own heart

and drawn from memory.'" " Gosse.

Back to the Army again. (The Seven Seas.)"

A British soldier who has seen several years'service re-turns

after a time to the army, professingto be as ignorant
of thingsmilitaryas any new recruit,but he failsto deceive

the sergeant. .

It is evident from his song that he takes

pleasurein coming back, and pride in the prospect of

" learnin' the others their trade."

Ballad of Boh Da Thone, The. (Ballads.)" A

gruesome story of an outlaw chief unsuccessfullyhunted

down by an Irish company in the "Black Tyrone." The

captainmarries and settles down, for the time-beingforget-ful
of his quest. Meanwhile a native servant slaysthe

Boh and sends his head by mail to the captain. The

latteropens the packageat breakfast,and the hideous Thing
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rolls out on the table. The bride faints. A little Irish

Kathleen, born shortly afterward,bears the Boh's head as

a birthmark. JX^^\
Ballad of East and West, The. (Ballads.}" A

story of magnanimityto a fallen foe, and of the appreciation

of braveryeven among enemies:

" There is neither East nor West, Border nor Breed, nor

Birth,

When two strong men stand face to face,tho' theycome

from the ends of the earth."

'" One of the greatestpiecesof epicnarrative which is

to be found in our literature.'''
" Saturday Review.

" Mr. Kipling'spoeticalmasterpiece."" Critic,

1892.

"Worthy to stand by the border ballads of Sir

Walter Scott." " Spectator.

"A thing to stir the blood like a trumpet." "

Academy.

Ballad of the "Bolivar," The. (Ballads.)" A

triumphantsong of seven drunken Englishsailorswho had

broughttheir half-wrecked vessel through a terrific storm

"safe across the bay."

v y Ballad of the " Clampherdown," The. (Ballads.')

"
The " Clampherdown," an Jinglishwar-ship,engages

with a hostile cruiser,and is badlydisabled,but when the

enemy demands the captain'ssword, he refuses to surrender,

and, beingthen at close quarters, commands that the cruiser

be boarded. The latter is cleared from end to end, and,

while the war-shipsinks,her crew stands out " to sweep

the sea" on the capturedvessel.

Ballad of the King's Jest, The. (Ballads.)" -
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Unsought counsel is not welcome at court. A gossiping

youthwins an Oriental king'sanger by warning him of the

reportedadvance of the Russians,and is placedin a tree

to await and giveword of their coming. He is keptthere,

guardedby bayonets,tillhe dies of starvation and madness.

"The inimitable ballad of the * King's Jest.'"
"

^
Saturday Review.

\y Ballad of the King's Mercy, The. {Ballads.}"

A story of an Oriental despot'sarbitraryand cruel conduct,

which his court flatterersprofessedto regardmerciful.

Bank Fraud, A. {PlainTales.}" The manager of

an Indian bank has for accountant a conceited and peevish

fellow who finallybreaks down with consumption. The

directors appointa successor, but the manager, seeingthe

necessityfor keeping up the spiritsof his employe if he

would prolonghis life,not onlycares for him and uncom-plainingly

receives his ungratefulfault-finding,but invents a

series of letters from the directors,praisingthe sick man's

work and promisingincreased pay. The invalid's salary

is regularlypaidhim from the manager's own pocket,but

the man dies at last in the presence of his benefactor.

t / Bell" Buoy, The. "
A poem of nine stanzas in

Mr C lure's, February,I ^97. This highlyimaginative

song is given us in the supposedwords of the bell-buoy.

\y Belts. {Ballads.)" The story of a Dublin street row

between an Irish regimentand a body of Englishcavalry
which had a tragicending.

" We went away like beaten dogs,an' down the street

we bore him,

The poor dumb corpse that couldn't tell the bhoys were

sorry for him."
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Bertran and Bimi. {Life'sHandicap.*)"
Hans

Breitmann, the German orchid collector who tells also the

tale of Reingelder(g.v.), relates the story. Bertran is a

French naturalist and Bimi his pet orang-outang. Bertran,

who has had Bimi twelve years, marries. The beast is

jealousof the woman and killsher. Bertran,in return, kills

the orang-outang, but in the unequalstruggleis himself slain.

" The horrible story of * Bertran and Bimi,' though

itspower cannot be denied, is a kind of thing that

ought never to have been written.
. . .

This is

nightmareliterature.
" '

" Edinburgh Review.

" ' Bertran and Bimi ' is detestable,and is not in

the least saved by beingextremelycleverlywritten.'
"

"

Spectator.

Beyond the Pale. {Plain Tales.)" Every man

should keep to his own caste. Trejago,an Englishman,

didn't,and his love intriguewith Bisesa,a pretty Hindu

widow of fifteen,resulted only in sorrow to himself and to

her. When the affair was discovered by her relatives,bar-barous

punishmentwas inflicted on Bisesa,and the man

himself was wounded. Thenceforth the girlwas lost to

him completely.
Big Drunk Draf', The. {SoldiersThree.)" The

"big drunk draP "

were the " scourin's an' rinsin's an'

Divil's lavin's av the Ould Rig'mint," who were " knock-

in' red cinders out av ivrythingan' ivrybody." The " little

orf'cer bhoy
" who commanded them was unequal to the

situation until Mulvaney, who tells the story, gave him

counsel and active assistance in restoringorder. The ring-leaders

in the disturbance were "pegged out," and the rest

of the men driven to their tents. From that day the " little

orf'cer bhoy " had his men in completecontrol.
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Bill 'Awkins. {The Seven Seas.)" Tommy wants

to find Bill 'Awkins and settle with him for havingtaken his

girlout walking,but when he meets the man he suddenly

changeshis mind,

t^" Birds of Prey" March. {The Seven Seas.)"

The Tommy who singsthis song on departingfor the

front seems to have littlehope of returning. He reminds

us that

" The jackalan' the kite

'Ave an 'ealthyappetite,"

though he givesa heartycheer on top of the information.

Bisara of Pooree, The. {Plain Tales.)" The

Bisara of Pooree is a love-charm which, if stolen,possesses

potent influence forgood. A man stealsit and then obtains

the consent of a woman, vastlyhis superior,whom he has long

wished to marry, but who has before repelledhis advances.

The charm is stolen from him in turn, and his fiancee at

once suffers a revulsion of feelingand dismisses him.

Bitters Neat. (Added to Plain Tales from the Hills

in the Outward Bound edition.)"
A girlfalls in love

with an excellent but dull fellow who, engrossedin his

business and unaccustomed to observe women, fails to see

it. She refuses meanwhile, greatlyto her aunt's anger, a

much more "eligible"man. The girl'spitifullittlesecret

gets out, and, sensitive to the gossiparound her, she leaves

India and returns to England.

Black Jack. {SoldiersThree.)"
A gang of soldiers

who conspireto kill an unpopularofficer with Mulvaney's

rifleand then make it appear that the owner committed the

crime are outwitted by the Irishman,who has chanced to

overhear the whole plot. He finds the rifle loaded and
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ready. "I was hot wid rage againstthim all,an' I

worried the bullet out wid my teeth as fast as I cud, the

room bein' empty. Then I tuk my boot an' the clanin'-

rod and knocked out the pin av the fallin'-block." The

sequelshows how the officer was saved, the man on whom

the lot had fallen to do the shootingwas himself wounded,

Mulvaney vindicated,and poeticjusticedealt out generally.

Bread upon the Waters. (Day'sWork. ) " McPhee,

Scotch engineerof the " Breslau," was dischargedafter

twenty years'service for refusingto risk the vessel on

a new timing. A rival steamshipline gave him employ-ment

on the " Kite," a tramp freighter.The " Breslau "

soon after broke down when on a voyage, and was towed to

port. Thenceforth her management were for retrench-ment.

Their economy extended to riskinga tripon the

"Grotkau," a badly-builtfreighterwith a seven-inch crack

on the tail-shaft. The "Kite" followed, creepingup by

nightand fallingaway by day,until the " Grotkau "

was

seen signallingfor help. A passingliner rescued her crew,

but,beinga Government mail steamer, was forbidden to tow.

How throughMcPhee' s ingenuityand daringthis fortune fell

to the " Kite," and how the Scotchman received enough of

the money-reward to make him wealthy,is related by the

hero of the tale himself,and loses nothingin the recital.

Bridge-Builders, The. (Day'sWork.)"
The romance

of a flood. Findlayson,of the Public Works Department,

had for three years been engaged in constructinga huge

bridgeover the Ganges. When the work was within a

few months of completion,"Mother Gunga "
rose in

flood, as if angry at this man's outrage upon her, and all

but swept the structure away. The engineerrefused to
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"
Bronckhorst treated his wife like a brute. His crown-ing

insult was his institutionof proceedingson the criminal

count againstone Biel,who had been somewhat attentive

to Mrs. Bronckhorst. It was Strickland (see" Miss You-

ghal'sSais")who discovered that the plaintiffhad fabri-cated

false evidence and who made this fact apparent to the

court. After being acquitted,Biel cut Bronckhorst into

ribbons with a whip. But his wife wept over him and

nursed him back to life again.

Brugglesmith. {Many Inventions.)"
Describes the

author's unpleasantrelations with a drunken rascal whom

he calls Brugglesmith"
this name being the man's pro-nunciation

of Brook Green, Hammersmith, which he gives

as his address. A wild nightof policecourts, ambulances,

officers,narrow escapes from drowning,and a thousand

shifts whereby the young man in eveningclothes tries to

rid himself of his effusive companion,but to no purpose,

unite to make up a broadlycomic if not farcical story.

" Representsthe low- water mark of his genius.""

Prof. Harry Thurston Peck, in Bookman.

"It is amazing to find in this volume such stuff as

' Brugglesmith.'" " Academy, 1893.

Brushwood Boy, The. (Day'sWork.) "
A fanciful

tale, reminding one of Du Maurier's Peter Ibbetson.

From earlychildhood George Cottar had mysteriousdreams

which invariablyconnected themselves with certain downs

borderingon a strange sea. His rides and voyages had

alwaysthe same starting-place" a brushwood pilenear the

beach. And his constant companionwas a girlwho re-tained

the same personality,though she grew in years.

Georgedevelopedfrom a visionaryboy into an athleticcol-
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legianand a gallantarmy officer,but in his dreams he was

ever the Brushwood Boy. He returned to England and

met society. Finallyhe saw a girlstrikinglylike his sleep-

companion. It proved to be she, and her dreams were

found to have matched his own in all respects. As they
had loved one another in fancythey came to do so in

reality.
" Exquisitein poetic spirituality."" McClure's

{editorial).
" ' The Brushwood Boy' is not a particularlygood

story, but it is the clearest sketch we have seen of Mr.

Kipling'sideal young man, "
his Galahad up to date,

" who keepshimself clean in mind and body, and loves

only when his appointedtime comes, once and for all."

" Spectator.

Bubbling Well Road. (Life'sHandicap.)"
The

author loses his way in a patchof ft plumed junglegrass,

.

from ten to twenty feet high,and from three to four

miles square." In the heart of the patch,whither he has

gone with the purpose of boar hunting,he comes upon the

bubblingwell, whence strange laughterand a devilish echo

emanate, and where mysteriousshapesappear. The natives

believe the vicinityto be full of devils and ghosts. The

adventurer's escape to open country is efFected throughthe

aid of a one-eyedpriest,not the least remarkable of his dis-coveries.

By the Hoof of the Wild Goat up" tossed. "
The

firstline of the lyricpreceding" To be Filed for Reference "

(q.v.),and purportingto be taken " from the unpublished

papers of Mcintosh Jellaludin."

By Word of Mouth. (Plain Tales.)" Not long

after Dumoise, a civil surgeon, had lost his wife by
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typhoid,his bearer in great excitement reportedthat he

had seen the Memsabib, who had said," Give my salaams

to the Sahib, and tell him that I shall meet him next

month at Nuddea." Nuddea was over twelve hundred

miles south of his station. Was it a coincidence that the

doctor was unexpectedlytransferred to Nuddea on special

duty? There was an outbreak of cholera there. Soon

after his arrival he succumbed to it,and thus joinedthe

Memsabib.

*' Captains Courageous "

: A Story of the Grand

Banks. [New York and London, 1897. Before publica-tion

in book form by the CenturyCompany it had appeared

seriallyin McClure's Magazine. The titleof the story is

evidentlyquotedfrom the old Englishballad of " Mary

Ambree," Reliquesof Ancient EnglishPoetry,Vol. II.

("When captainescouragious,"etc., p. 230.)] Harvey

Cheyne, spoiledchild of an American millionaire,overbal-ances

himself while leaningin a fitof seasickness over the

deck railingof an American liner,and is swept into the

ocean. He is pickedup by a dory from a Gloucester fish-ing-schooner,

" We're Here," commanded by Disko Troop,

a man of much shrewdness and rude strengthof character.

The latterdeclines to believe Harvey'stales of his father's

wealth, and instead of landingthis "most unlicked cub in

fiction' '

at New York, as the boy desires,keepshim on the

schooner until the close of the fishing-season,payinghim

ten dollars a month for working with the other deck hands.

The rough discipline,sometimes enforced with the rope-

end, which Harvey receives,proves to be his moral and

phvsicalsalvation. When the season's end restores him to

his parents, who have been heart-broken over his supposed
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death,he is a sturdy,self-respectingyoung fellow who has

learned the lessons of industryand obedience. His father

rewards Troop by givinghis son, Dan, a chance to rise as

a sailor. " CaptainsCourageous
" is a boy'sbook ; that is

to say (inthe words of the Edinburgh Review*)," it is a

fine and healthybook for boys of all ages from eightto

eighty." Novel in the strict sense it is not, nor does it aim

to be. It has, however, been justlycalled " the most

vivid and picturesquetreatment of New England fishermen

that has yet been made." {AtlanticMonthly,December,

1897.) Its plotis slight; its incidents are neither numer-ous

nor exciting; its characterization for the most part is

sketchy. Descriptionis the book's strong point. Whether

Mr. Kiplingknows all regionsof the seven seas equally

well may be doubted, but he unquestionablyknows the

Grand Banks. The very breath and swing of the ocean is

in the tale,and a bewilderingamount of nautical lore of all

sorts. Moreover, the book, while whollywithout didacti-cism,

is profoundlymoral. It preachesin every line the

author's favorite Gospel of Work.

" A series of literarysea-piecesconstitute the value

of the book from an artistic pointof view." "
Athe-

nceum.

" One of the best thingsits author has done."
"

Edinburgh Review.

" The worst a hostile critic could say of * Captains

Courageous' would be to call it a glorifiedboy's

book."
"

London Times.

" Never before has Mr. Kipling made more living

characters,and never before has he described so well

the vast waste spaces of the sea.
. . ,

The book is,in

truth,a sea-book,and from first to last the lap of the
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waves againsta boat's side and the humming of,waters

are in our ears. ' Captains Courageous' is as much

the book of the sea as Venice isher city....

Its moral

is beyond praise,for it teaches the great lesson that

obedience and the power to take orders and execute

them loyallyand without any false sense of prideis es-sential

to a well-ordered and happy life.

Throughout the book Mr. Kipling'sstyleand treatment

of his subjectare masterly.. . .

Not a word in the

book is out of tone.'" " Spectator.

'* A great story,great in its massive simplicity,great
in its vital interest,its wealth of humor, its lessons of

humanity and democracy,its pathosand its nobility."

" Nathan Haskell Dole in Book Buyer.

" Like Robinson Crusoe, Treasure /stand, and

one or two other first-rate books of adventure, it will

givealmost as much pleasureto grown-up peopleas to

boys. . . .

The interest of the book does not depend

by any means entirelyon the story, but almost equally

on the vivid descriptionsof the cod-fishingfleet and its

industry.' '
" Literature.

Adverse judgments are expressedby the editor of the

(American)Bookman, who finds the book '" meaning-less"

(" Mr. Kipling at the Crossroads," Bookman,

December, 1898),and by an anonymous reviewer in the

Atlantic,who says of the story, after praisingits health

of atmosphereand serenityof manner,
" ' Captains

Courageous ' is badly wrought and is less than the

measure of his (Kipling's)power." ('"Notable Recent

Novels," Atlantic, December, 1897.)

Cells. {Ballads.*)"
The song of a Tommy who is

confined to " the Clink" for "a thunderingdrink, and

blackingthe corporal'seye." He has one consolation :
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" I left my mark on the corporal'sface,and I think he'll

keepit there ! "

Children of the Zodiac. (Many Inventions.')"

The children of the Zodiac are the Ram, the Bull,the Lion,

the Twins, and the Girl (Virgo). The principalactors are

Leo and the Girl,who, after leadingthe lifeof gods,come

to share earth conditions,and learn the mystery of love and

the meaning of death. Though the settingof the story is

fanciful,the motifis Kipling'sfavorite one : Each must do

the day'swork assignedhim with brave patience. Or, in

the concludingwords of the allegory," What comes or

does not come, we must not be afraid."

" In * Children of the Zodiac ' there is a defence and

justificationof preachingsuch as St. Paul himself might

say amen to." " IV. B. Parker, Public Opinion.
For adverse estimates of the story see Academy,

July 1, 1893 ; also Athenczum, July 8, 1893. The

latter review finds it obscure and wearisome, and thinks

y it the "one failure in the whole collection."

i^ Chil's Song. (Second Jungle Book.) " A poem

followingf" Red Dog ' ' in the Second JungleBook. It isthe

song which Chil sang
"

as the kites dropped down one

after another to the river-bed," when the great fightwith

the packof dholes was finished.

Cholera Camp. (The Seven Seas. ) " A song full of

rude pathos. There is cholera in the camp, with a death-

roll of ten a day.
City of Dreadful Night, The. (Life'sHandi-cap.

) "
A descriptionof a fiercenightin Augustat Lahore.

Crowded roof-tops,Muezzin's midnight call,unburied

corpses, snoringkites,lean dogs,sleepinglepers,scudding

jackals," all are photographedunforgettably.
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"As a descriptionit is wonderfullyvivid and con-vincing.

' '
" Spectator.

" A trulywonderful piece of word-painting.1
'

"

Athenmtm.

" Never was there a more astonishingpicture.""

Blackwoods.

/ (SeeFrom Sea to Sea.)

Cleared. {Ballads.) "

An invective againstcertain

men high in officiallifewho instigateda notorious shooting

affair in Ireland,which had wide-reachingpoliticaleffects.

The whitewashingCommission " cleared " these " honor-able

gentlemen
' ' from the stigmaof complicityin the crime,

but an honest Englishman holds them to be worse even

than the assassins.

" As a pieceof deadly,logical,impassionedinvec-tive,

* Cleared' may scarce be matched." " ATational

Observer.

" Rings false from first line to last.1' " Francis

Adams in Fortnightly.

Come Back to me, Beloved, or I die! "
The refrain

of Bisesa's song, which begins,

" Alone upon the housetops,to the North

I turn and watch the lightningin the sky."

(See " Beyond the Pale," Plain Tales from the Hills.)

Conference of the Powers, A. (Many Inventions. ) "

Mr. Eustace Cleever, novelist,falls into the company of

three young fellows home from the army. This self-com-placent

" decorator and colorman in words " has never

been ten miles from fellow- Englishmen,and has been wont

to regardwarfare as unnatural if not essentiallyvulgar.

Always readyto draw out men in search of "material,"

he encourages the youthsto talk of raids and battles. He
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heart with Irish volubility.But Dinah Shadd remains

constant.

" A littlemasterpiece."" Francis Ada?ns in Fort-nightly.

"The one story in the book [L. H.] admirable

from first to lastis "The Courtingof Dinah Shadd.1 "

" Lionel Johnson in Academy.

Cupid's Arrows. (Plain Tales.)" A beautiful girl
without fortune was shown attention by a very uglybut

rich commissioner in Simla. Mamma was overjoyed,but

daughter,while flattered,vastlypreferredyoung Cubbon,

a handsome dragoonwith no prospects. The commissioner

arrangedan archerytournament for ladies,with a diamond-

studded bracelet as prize. All could see that the bracelet

was a giftto the girl,who was the champion archer there-abouts,

and that acceptance carried with it the heart and

hand of the great man. The contest came. The girl

deliberatelyshot wild and lost the prize,mamma wept

with shame and disappointment,and the boy carried the

real prizeaway after all.

"The archerycontest in ' Cupid'sArrows ' needs

only to be compared with a similar scene in Daniel

Deronda to show how much more closelyMr. Kip-ling

keepshis eye on details than George Eliot did."

" Edmund Gosse.

\ ,
Danny Deever. (Ballads.)" A powerfullyrealistic

ballad. Danny Deever was hanged in the presence of his

regimentfor havingshot a sleepingcomrade.

Edmund C. Stedman speaksof " the originalityand

weird power" of this poem, and Lionel Johnson

pronounces it in the Academy "the most poetical,in

the sense of beingthe most imaginativeand heightened
in expression,"of the Barrack-Room Ballads.
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"arzee's Chaunt.
" Verses following" Rikki-Tikki-

Tavi " in the JungleBook. The song is sung by Darzee,

the tailor-bird,in honor of the mongoose, Rikki-Tikki-Tavi,
who has killed the cobras.

/ Daughter of the Regiment, The. {Plain Tales.)'
"

Miss JhansiMcKenna was plain,illdressed,and Irish,
but she was the daughterof the regimentand the prideof
B Company. Mulvaney tells the story of the cholera

scourge, and the heroic efforts made on behalf of the men

by Ould Pummeloe, Jhansi'smother, and by Jhansiherself,
then a littlegirl,who followed the old woman, carrying
water to the boys. Ould Pummeloe died, but Jhansire-mained

in the regiment. Mulvaney was her self-appointed

championand protector, and it was he who broughtabout

her marriagewith a corporal.

/^Dedication to the City of Bombay. {The Seven

Seas. ) "
The opening poem in The Seven Seas, giving

expressionto the author's pridein his native city,"

" For I was born in her gate,

Between the palmsand the sea,

Where the world-end steamers wait."

[/''Dedicatory Poem. {Ballads.)" These lines,ad-dressed

to Wolcott Balestier,touch almost the high-water
mark of Kipling'swork. They have no title,but will be

recalled from their openingverse:

" Beyond the path of the outmost sun, throughutter dark-ness

hurled."

For a detailed analysis,see the N. Y. Independent,

March 30, 1899. An adverse critical estimate of the

poem may be found in Mr. Lionel Johnson's review

of Barrack-Room Ballads in the London Academy.
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Departmental Ditties.
" (Published,Lahore, 1886;

second and third editions,Lahore ; fourth edition, Cal-cutta

; subsequenteditions,Calcutta and London ; pirated

editions,New York and elsewhere. See Bibliography.)A

volume of local satires,parodies,and societyverse. Since

Mr. Kiplinghas not included the book among his collected

works, the poems are not in this primergivenseparate con-sideration

under their titles.1 As a matter of fact,they are

hardly worth it. The best of them, in our judgment,are

entitled,The Storyof Uriah, The GalleySlave,and What

the PeopleSaid. The full list of poems in the firstCal-cutta

edition (1890) follows: DepartmentalDitties. "

Prelude (''Ihave eaten your bread and salt");General

Summary ; Army Headquarters; Study of an Elevation,

in Indian Ink ; A Legend
.

of the Foreign Office ; The

Story of Uriah ; The Post that Fitted ; Public Waste ;

Delilah ; What Happened ; Pink Dominoes ; The Man

who could Write ; Municipal; A Code of Morals ; The

Last Department. Other Verses.
"

To the Unknown

Goddess ; The Rupaiyat of Omar Kal'vin ; La Nuit

Blanche ; My Rival ; The Lovers' Litany; A Ballad of

Burial ; Divided Destinies ; The Masque of Plenty; The

Mare's Nest ; Possibilities; Christmas in India ; Pagett,

M.P. ; The Song of the Women; A Ballade of Jakko
Hill ; The Plea of the Simla Dancers ; The Ballad of

Fisher's Boarding House ; As the Bell Clinks ; Certain

Maxims of Hafiz ; The Grave of the Hundred Head ; The

1 As the Kipling Primer goes to press we learn that an author-ized

edition of the Ditties is justissued by Mr. Kipling'sNew

York publishers.This fact does not, however, alter our convic-tion

that these juvenileverses hardly deserve separate consid-eration.
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Moon of Other Days ; The Overland Mail ; What the

PeopleSaid ; The Undertaker's Horse ; The Fall of Jock

Gillespie; An Old Song ; Arithmetic on the Frontier ;

One Viceroy Resigns; The Betrothed ; A Tale of Two

Cities ; Griffin's Debt ; In Spring Time ; Two Months :

(1) In June, (2) In September; The Galley Slave;

L' Envoi.

Derelict, The. {The Seven Seas.)" The song of a

ship,wrecked and abandoned at sea, mourningher lost estate.

/ Destroyers, The.
"

A poem of nine double quatrains

contributed to McCluri s for May, 1898. This spirited

descriptionof torpedoesas used in modern warfare opens :

"The strengthof twice three thousand horse

That seek the singlegoal."

Possiblythe most strikinglines are :

" The brides of death that wait the groom "

The choosers of the slain."
"

Devil and the Deep Sea, The. {Day's Work.) "

A British whaling-steamer,the " Haliotis," won a bad

reputationby piraticaland poaching expeditions,and was

finallycapturedin tropicalwaters, her holds filled with

stolen pearls. A foreign man-of-war signalledher to

"heave to." Its order being disobeyed,it fired a shot

which disabled her engines. The " Haliotis "

was then

towed to the nearest port, and the crew, forbidden access

to their consul,were marched into the back country and

there impressedinto the army. The British Government

demanded apologiesand reparation.The men were grudg-ingly
released and suppliedwith provisions,but were at

lastremoved to the "Haliotis,"which rode at anchor in
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the harbor, strippedof everythingexcept its wrecked en-gines.

Wardrop, the Scotch engineer,was equal to the

exigency. How he patchedup the machinery with the

aid of his naked, half-starved associates,how the boat

made her escape under her own steam, and how she met

her final fate
"

these facts are related with great skill.

Disturber of Traffic, The. (Many Inventions.}"

A powerfulstudy of the growth of madness in the brain of

one Dowse, a lonelylighthousekeeper,stationed at Flores

Strait in the Java seas. Hardly less remarkable is the

rapidly-sketchedportraitof Challong,the "sea-gypsy
"

Caliban with " webby-foot-hands,"Dowse's sole com-panion.

The story is concerned with the wild conduct

into which Dowse was led by his insanity,with his rescue,

and with his subsequentcure.

" In ' The Disturber of Traffic ' Mr. Kiplinggives

us one of those inimitable sketches of blended farce and

pathos that he alone seems able to contrive." "

Academy.

Dove of Dacca, The. (Ballads.')"
An Indian

Rajah,on settingforth to battle,left word that if a "dove

of flight"he took with him should return, it might be

taken as a sign that he was defeated,and thereuponhis

palaceshould be burned, lest his foemen take it as a spoil

of war. He was victorious,but the homesick dove, escap-ing,

flew home before he could overtake it. He found his

orders carried out. His palacewas in ashes.

Dray Wara Yow Dee. (In Black and White.)""

A native,having found his wife unfaithful,has killed her,

and is devotingthe rest of his life to the capture and pun-ishment

of the guiltylover. The man is a devout Mussul-
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man, but regardsthe fulfilment of his vengeance as a religious

duty. " When I have accomplishedthe matter and my

honor is made clean I shall return thanks unto God, the

Holder of the Scale of the Law, and I shall sleep."

Dream of Duncan Parrenness, The. (Life'sHandi-cap.')

"
A dissolute youth dreams that a man enters his

chamber and replies,when ordered angrilyto leave,that a

youth of the other's kidneyneed fear neither man nor devil,

and that as brave a fellow was like enough to become Gov-ernor-General.

But for all this,he adds, the young man

must pay the price. As he turns his eyes on Duncan, the

lad is horrified to discover that this man of the evil face is

himself grown older. The tormentor then demands in turn

the youth'strust in man, faith in woman, and boy's soul

and conscience. In return he leaves somethingin Duncan's

hand. At dawn the boy looks at the gift. It is a morsel

of dry bread.

Drums of the Fore and Aft, The. (Wee Willie

Winkle.)"
A story of the heroism of two fourteen-

year-oldboys. One was a London gutter-snipe,neither

could givemuch account of his parentage, both foughteach

other and all comers, swore, smoked, and drank. But

when their regiment,made up of raw recruits,were for the

firsttime in action,and had broken and fled before the long-

knifed Afghans,it was the two drummer-boyswho marched

side by side straightinto the enemy's front,urgingforward

their cowardlycomrades to the tune of the " British Grena-dier."

The boys dropped at the first volley,but the

Englishrallied and carried the day.

" 'The Drums of the Fore and Aft ' is one of those

performanceswhich are apt to reduce criticism to the
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mere tribute of a respectfuladmiration. It isabsolutely
and thoroughlywell done. ' '

"
Francis Adams in

Fortnightly.

" By far the most powerfuland ingeniousstory which

Mr. Kiplinghas yet dedicated to a studyof childhood.'"

"
Edmund Gosse, Century, 1 8 9 1

.

" " The Drums of the Fore and Aft ' is an epicwhich

has seized upon every man from the age often upwards.
,-"

/ Blackwoods
.

V-'Eathen, The. {The Seven Seas.)" A barrack-room

ballad.

Education of Otis Yeere, The. ( Under the Deo-dars.

) "
This tale has for its motive the failureof a pla-

tonic friendship.Mrs. Hauksbee attempts to act the role

of " guide,philosopher,and friend" toward Otis Yeere,

a thoroughlyhonest but commonplace and discouraged

man. Her purpose is only half selfish. She desires to

draw the man out of himself,to inspirein him new confi-dence

in his abilitiesand new interest in life. He repays

her by fallingmadly in love. When she repulseshis

advances angrily,he is completelycrushed.

" Mrs. Hauksbee and Mrs. Mallowe are neither edi-fying

nor "
shall we venture to breathe the heresy? "

amusingcompanions. Their cynicismpallsupon us, and

their occasional lapsesinto womanliness failto be con-vincing.

" The Education of Otis Yeere ' and * A

Second Rate Woman '

...
are clever and caustic

enough, no doubt,but theyleave a disagreeabletaste in

the mouth.'" " Athenceiun.

English Flag, The. {Ballads.')"
In replyto the

question,"What is the Flagof England? Winds of the

World, declare ! "

"
the North, South, East, and West
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mistakingher for her sister,proposes to the elder girland

is accepted. When he discovers his mistake he isdistracted

with fear and shame, but explanations,awkward and hu-miliating,

follow at sunrise,and the party ride homeward.

Feet of the Young Men, The.
"

A poem of eight

stanzas with chorus, contributed by Kipling to the

Christmas (1897) number of Scribner's Magazine. It

is dedicated " to the memory of the late W. Hallett-

Phillips."
Finances of the Gods, The. {Life'sHandicap.}"

A tale of the godstold by a Hindu to a child. It relates

how a miserlymoney-lender,in tryingto outwit Shiv and

Ganesh and to rob a poor mendicant under their protection,

was caughtin his own snares.

Finest Story in the World, The. (Many Inven-tions.}

"

A romance of reincarnation. Kiplingmakes the

acquaintanceof a youth who thinks himself poet and tale-

writer,but who is reallywithout talent. One thing,how-ever,

marks Charlie Mears from other bank-clerks with

aspirations.He has been a Greek galleyslave in some

former lifeand tosses about bits of pricelessexperiencewith

the impressionthat they are nothingmore than inventions

of his fancy. The novelist knows better,and beguiles

Charlie into talking,under the hope that he can secure

matter for an immortal romance. Things are going well,

when the chain of recollectionsisfinallysnapped,and the boy
is lost. Charlie has "tasted the love of woman that kills

remembrance ;
" the finest story in the world will never be

written.

" The scheme is ambitious in the highestdegree,and

its execution extraordinarilysuccessful."
" Saturday

Review.
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" It is a pitythat so masterlya writer should givehis

name to such unfinished work as ' The Finest Storyin

the World. ' "

" Spectator.

" Ingeniousand interesting,but not whollysatisfac-tory.'1

" Athenceum.

" A romance for sheer photographicrealization bad

to beat." " Gentleman"1 's Magazine.

/ " The psychologicalskill of * The Finest Story in

/ the World ' is remarkable." " Academy.

UFirst Chantey, The. (The Seven Seas. ) "
A ballad

of primitiveman. A pairof lovers,fleeingfrom the wrath

of the woman's tribe,were miraculouslydelivered from their

pursuers by the aid of the Wind God and the Sun.

" * The First Chantey ' needs a second reading,and

repays it." " Academy.

Fleet in Being, A.
"

A series of descriptivearticles

publishedin the Morning Post (London)in the latterpart

of 1 898, and subsequentlyissued in book form,which were

the outcome of Mr. Kipling'scruise with the Channel

squadronin the fall of the same year. Perhapsa sufficient

comment on these brilliant letters may be found in the

followingcommunication from Mr. Clarke Russell :

* * To the Editor of the Morning Post (London):

"Sir: I have been readingMr. Kipling'scontribu-tions

entitled A Fleet in Being with the greatest

enjoyment and profit.
" A naval officersaid to me:

" * If Rudyard Kipling had been born in a battle-ship,

if all his life he had drilled with the marines,

stoked with the stokers,and hauled with the Jackiesat

the falls,loaded and fired every gun aboard ship,

conned the vessel on the bridge,graspedthe spokesof

the wheel, chaffed and arguedin the gun-room, and in
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the ward-room listened with respectfulcountenance, he

could not have known more about it.'

" W. Clark Russell.

"9 Sydney Place, Bath, Nov. n, 1898."

Flowers, The. (The Seven Seas. ) "
A song in praise

and defence of the flora of Colonial Britain,however exotic

these alien posiesmay appear to the cockneyand stay-at-

home. The lyricwas called out by the followingvery

unsympatheticcomment in The Atkenceum :
" To our

private taste there is always something a little exotic,

almost artificial,in songs which, under an English aspect

and dress,are yet so manifestlythe productof other skies.

They affect us like translations ; the very fauna and flora are

alien,remote ; the dog's-toothvioletis but an ill substitute

for the rathe primrose,nor can we ever believe that the

wood-robin singsas sweetlyin Aprilas the Englishthrush."

Follow Me 'ome. {The Seven Seas.)" A soldier's

honest lament for a dead comrade :

" 'E was allthat I 'ad in the way of a friend."

^r For to Admire. (The Seven Seas.)"
A barrack-

room ballad.

^^Tord o' Kabul River. (Ballads.)" A British soldier

mourns the death of a comrade drowned at the Ford of

Kabul river.

Fourth Dimension, The. (Day'sWork.) "
A rich

young American residingin England desires to reach Lon-don

in great haste,and orders his butler to signalthe first

down train. On attemptingto board the express, how-ever,

he meets with forcible resistance,is dragged,after a

struggle,into the guard'svan, and at the terminus of the

line isjailed. He is fined and set free,but the flaggingof
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a train is a more serious offence than assault,and the Rail-way

pursues him with a voluminous correspondenceand

the settingin motion of legalmachinery. He receives visits

from lawyerswho talk about precedents,and from doctors

who investigatehis sanity. He is released onlyafter much

expense of good temper and red tape, and of explanations

on the part of an Englishfriend. On returningto New

York he has lost every trace of the Anglomania which

once characterized him.

Friend's Friend, A. {Plain Tales.)" A friend,

againstwhom the author vows vengeance, sent a letter in-troducing

an acquaintanceof his and sayingthat any kind-ness

shown the visitorwould be counted a personalfavor.

The acquaintancewas entertained at the Club and taken

to the Afghan Ball. Here he became hilariouslydrunk

and disgracedhis host before all the guests. After the ball

the drunken man was dressed in a very originalcostume

and bundled into a bullock-cart which carried him away.

He never came back.

From Sea to Sea.
"

A collection in two volumes of

the specialcorrespondenceand occasional articles,mainly

letters of travel,contributed by Mr. Kiplingto the Lahore

Civil and MilitaryGazette and the Allahabad Pioneer be-tween

1887 and 1889. It includes,in their order,(i)

Letters of Marque ,
nineteen sketches descriptiveof a journey

through Rajputana,November-December, 1887 ; (2)

From Sea to Sea, thirty-seven letters,mainlydescriptiveof

Japanand the United States,and includingthe sketches

publishedin the lattercountry in an incorrect and fragment-ary

form and without authorization,under the titleAmeri-can

Notes, March-September,1889; (3) The City of
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Dreadful Night (not to be confounded with the sketch

included in ""ife'sHandicap},a series of eightarticles de-picting

the darker side of Calcutta,whose worst haunts

were penetratedby Mr. Kipling,accompaniedby the city

police; (4) Among the Railway Folk, three letters de-scriptive

of Jemalpur,the headquartersof the East India

Railway; (5) The Giridih Coal- Fields,three letters ; (6)
In an Opium Factory,an articleoccupyingseven pages and

concerned with the manufacture of opium in the Ghazipur

factory,on the banks of the Ganges ; and (7) The Smith

Administration,a collection of eighteenstoriesand sketches

contributed by Mr. KLiplingto his newspaper between

1887 and 1888. Their titles follow : The Cow-house

Jirga; A Bazaar Dhulip; The Hands of Justice; The

Serai Cabal ; The Storyof a King ; The Great Census ;

The Killingof Hatim Tai ; A Self-made Man ; The Ven-geance

of La\ Beg ; Hunting a Miracle ; The Explana-tion

of Mir Baksh ; A Letter from Golam Singh ; The

Writingof Yakub Khan ; A King'sAshes ; The Bride's

Progress; A District at Play,What it Comes To ; The

Opinionsof Gunner Barnabas.

The initialstories of The Smith Administration are writ-ten

in the firstperson by one Smith, who, in governing a

household of native servants, fancifullycallshimself a king,

and, adoptingall the cant of royalparlance,speaksof him-self

as the Supreme Government, the State,and the like.

This device is somewhat awkwardly carried out, and when

it is whollydropped,as in some of the stories,the gainin

effectiveness is notable.

It would be ungraciousto find fault with the juvenile

tone of many of the letters in From Sea to Sea. Such of
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them as had been put between covers in Mr. Kipling's

earlyperiodwere longago suppressedby their author. He

was forced to their republication,as he says,
" by the enter-prise

of various publisherswho, not content with disinter-ring

old newspaper work from the decent seclusion of the

officefiles,have in several instances seen fit to embellish it

with additions and interpolations."

"
/Fuzzy" Wuzzy. (Ballads.*)" Tommy Atkins's tribute

td^hefightingqualitiesof Fuzzy-Wuzzy, the savage Sou-danese

warrior, "

" 'E rushes at the smoke when we let drive,

An', before we know, 'e's 'ackin' at our 'ead ;

'E's all 'ot sand an' gingerwhen alive,

An' 'e's generallyshammin' when 'e's dead."

" No singleballad has had such a.furore of success

as ' Fuzzy-Wuzzy.'
"

" Francis Adams
y
Fortnightly,

1893-

Gate of the Hundred Sorrows, The. (Plai%
Tales. ) "

The confession of an opium slave six weeks be-fore

he died. The man describes with convincingrealism

the historyof his five years'bondage,and givesus a pict-ure
of the opium den, "The Gate of the Hundred Sor-rows,"

which has come to be his only home.

" From " The Gate of the Hundred Sorrows' more

is to be gleanedof the real action of opium-smoking,
and the causes of that indulgence,than from many

sapientdebates in the British House of Commons." "

Edmund Gosse.

" Defeats DeQuincey on his own ground." "

Andrew Lang.

Gemini. (In Black and White.)"
The twins are

Durga Dass and Ram Dass, whom no one can tell apart.
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Durga Dass complainsto an EnglishSahib that he has

been badlyused by his brother. Ram Dass has incurred

the resentment of a wealthy landholder who incites his

servants to waylay and beat him. The servants mistake

Durga for his brother, and abuse him cruelly. He falls

violentlyill. Ram Dass professessympathyand promises
aid in gainingjusticefrom the Courts. Instead of doing

so, he secures false witnesses,pretendsto the authorities

that he himself has been attacked,and wins a judgmentof

five hundred rupees. Not content with this,he robs his

brother of his savingsand absconds with the booty.
" " Gemini ' isa most laughableversion of the Comedy

/ of Errors. ' '
" Quarterly.

\/Gentlemen-Rankers. {Ballads.)"
The reflections,

proud,bitter,and despairing,of an Englishman,bred and

educated as a gentleman,but now a drunken trooper of the

Empress," damned from here to Eternity."

The Saturday Review thoughtthis the only" posi-tive
failure in the volume.'"

Georgie Porgie. {Life'sHandicap.)" " Georgie

Porgie
" held an appointmentin Upper Burmah, and being

lonelytook unto himself a native wife. After three months

of domestic comfort he decided to wed some girlat home

who would not smoke cheroots and who could play a

piano. He obtained a six-months' leave, and sent

" Georgina" weepingto her father's house with promises

of his speedyreturn. From EnglandGeorgiebroughtback

an Englishwife and then went to a new station,whither

the Burmese girl,after tracking"her God" half over

India, at last followed him. On learningof his marriage,

her love was too unselfish to permither to make herself

known. She went away broken-hearted.
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sent to an elopement. Mulvaney, engaged in shifting

scenes for an amateur playin which the two were actors,

overheard,by persistenteavesdropping,the full plot. His

method of preventingits accomplishmentforms the basis of

a very amusingtale,told in his own words.

/Gunga Din. {Ballads.)"

A tribute to the regimental

water-carrier "

" The uniform 'e wore

Was nothin' much before,

An' rather less than 'arf o' that be'ind."

And yet, among other good characteristics:

"" 'E didn't seem to know the use o' fear."

Gunga's unselfish performanceof duty,and manly death

on the battlefield,raise the poor fellow into the heroic

type. One of Kipling'smasterpieces.
"" Gunga Din' is one of the very finest of the

Ballads.'" " Francis Adams in Fortnightly.
" Much as we delightin ' Fuzzy-Wuzzy,' our espe-cial

favorite in all Mr. Kipling'swork is " Gunga

Din.' It has the unequalledlilt of Kipling at his

best.'" "
Athenczum.

Haunted Subalterns. (Added to Plain Tales from

the Hills in the Outward Bound edition.) "
Horrocks

and Tesser, subalterns in the " Inextinguishables,"were

either haunted by ghostsor possessedby devils. Other-wise

somebody must have carried out so successful a practi-cal

joke that the mystery of the White Things and the

Banjothat playeditselfcould never be unravelled,which is

hardlypossible.
Head of the District, The. {Life'sHandicap.)"

Yardley-Orde,deputy commissioner of a wild border dis-
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trict,died of fever. The Khusru Kheyl were insubordinate ;

it was onlythe strong hand of the deputy that had held

the tribe in check. The blunder was made of appointing

as the Englishman's successor a native Bengali,Grish

Chunder De\ This story is a record of the fatal conse-quences.

" ' The Head of the District '

sums up, in its two

dozen pages, the whole questionof Indian administra-tion.1'

" Athenceum.

Her Majesty's Servants. {JungleBook.')" Obser-vations

on army and camp life from the pointof view of a

baggage-camel,a troop-horse,Billy,the mule, Two Tails,

the elephant,and a pairof gun-bullocks,who conduct a

conversation in the writer's hearing.

Hill of Illusion, The. {Under the Deodars.)"

What promisesto be a Launcelot and Guinevere affair is

preventedby Guinevere's withdrawal from the contract

justbefore the projectedflight. " It can't last," she

explains; "you'llget angry, and then you'llswear, and

then you'llget jealous,and then you'llmistrust me, " you

do now ! " This dramatic sketch in dialoguehas almost

no plot,but it developsa very subtle psychologicalsituation.

" A masterpieceof analysisand penetration.""

Blackwoods.

" Contains the most admirably sustained piece of

dialoguehe (Kipling)has yet written." " Francis

Adams, Fortnightly',November, 1891.

His Chance in Life. {Plain Tales.)" Michele

D'Cruze was a telegraphsignallerwith small wages but

much pride" for one-eighthof his blood was white. He

desired to wed a nurse-girl,also of mixed blood, whose

mother consented to the marriageonlyon condition that
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Michele should earn at least fiftyrupees a month. Shortly

afterward he was transferred to Tibasu, a little sub-office,

and there his chance came. The Hindus and Mahomme-

dans started a riot,which Michele, actingas the only

representativeof Englishauthorityin the place,promptly

put down. As a reward, he was transferred to a sixty-six-

rupee post, and his marriagesoon followed.

His Majesty the King. {Wee Willie Winkle.}"

His Majesty the King is a little boy whose father and

mother have become estrangedthrougha foolish misunder-standing.

They have turned him over to a governess and

are too busy with their separate occupationsto pet the

child. How the lonelyboy longs for and finds compan-ionship,

how he unconsciouslyprevents his mother from

enteringinto a ruinous intrigue,and later is the cause of

uniting,over his sick-bed,the hearts of his parents in new

love for each other and for him, "
these are some of the

thingsthe story-writerdescribes for us.

His Private Honour. {Many Inventions.}"
A

young lieutenant strikes Ortheris on parade. The latter,

thoughfuriouslyangry, screens the offender by lyingabout

the matter to the commanding officer ; but he broods

savagelyon his wrong. Ortheris finallygains "satisfac-tion,"

and ends by pronouncinghis enemy " a gentleman

all over." The narrative of the fightbetween Ouless and

Ortheris in the high grass of the jungleis givenwith great

humor and spirit.
" A brisker tale was never penned." "

Atheneetim.

His Wedded Wife. {Plain Tales.}" A Senior Sub-altern

badgered the life out of a pretty, boyishcomrade,

fresh from Home, until the latter laid a wager that he
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would work a sell on his tormentor which the man wouldn't

forget. One night,dressed as a lady,the younger man,

in the presence of all the Mess, came upon the Senior

Subaltern, who had recentlyannounced his marriage

engagement, and, sobbing,threw his arms about the other's

neck, greetinghim as "my darling" and "husband."

So perfectlywas the part of the neglectedwife acted that

all failed to penetrate the disguise.The thinghad assumed

almost a serious air when the actor announced his identity

and demanded the money he had won.

How Fear Came. {SecondJungle Book.')" In the

earlydaysof the Jungle,Fear was unknown. The beasts

lived togetherunsuspiciously,nor as yet had any died.

Their food was grass, leaves,and fruit. But the First of

the Tigersin a fitof furykilled a buck, thus bringingDeath

into the Jungle. As a result the JunglePeoplewere told

that they should know Fear. It was found in the form of

Man, a hairless creature sittingin a cave. His voice filled

the beasts with terror, and theybecame even afraid one of the

other. But the Tiger determined to follow and slaythe

new enemy, thinkingthus to destroyFear forever. On

the Man's death, other creatures of his kind waged warfare

against'the JunglePeople,and Fear was thenceforward

never absent from them.

"The wild sweep of the narrative is inimitable."
"

Joel Chandler Harris.

U"' Hunting" Song of the Seeonee Pack. "
A three-

stanza lyricfollowing" Mowgli'sBrothers
" in the Jungle

Bjsok. Its refrain is "Once, twice,and again!
"

^s Hymn before Action. (The Seven Seas. ) "
An elo-quent

and devout appealfor aid to the " God of Battles."
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" His is a healthy,austere, old-fashioned faith
"

the

faith of England and the Old Testament. The two

great utterances that we have had of it," The Reces-sional,'

and the * Hymn before Action,' are composed
of the words of the Psalmist and Milton and Cromwell.

They are both such hymns as David and Joshua might
have used." " IV. B. Parker in New World.

Imperial Rescript, An. (Ballads.)" A short para-ble

givingus Kipling'sview of present industrialconditions.

It is characterized by British horse sense, and faith in " the

God of Things as They Are."

In Ambush.
"

A tale of school-boyescapadespublished
in McClure's for August, 1898. Stalky,McTurk, and

Beetle, introduced to the readers of McClure's in the

" Slaves of the Lamp
"

(August,1897), and to reappear

in Stalkyand Co., are the principalactors.

In an Opium Factory. (See From Sea to Sea.)
In Error. (Plain Tales.)" Moriarty,a civil en-gineer

who has become secretlyenslaved to the drink habit,

meets Mrs. Reiver, a thoroughlybad woman (see"The

Rescue of Pluffles "), and completelyidealizes her. As a

tribute to the influence of this woman whom he regards

angelic,he masters his appetite.The questionis,What

credit does Mrs. Reiver deserve for his reformation ?

In Flood Time. (In Black and White.)"
The

warden of Barhwi Ford relates a story of his past life to a

Sahib who wishes to cross the stream. When a young

man he loved a Hindu girlwho lived at Pateera,far down

the river,and thither every night the youthwent to meet

his sweetheart among the crops. Another suitor won the

man's hatred, and he swam thereafter with a knife in his

belt. When the great Flood came, the lover kepthis tryst
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despitethe wrath of the torrent. The most thrillingepi-sode
is that of the man's meeting with the corpse of his

rival in mid-stream and making use of it as a life-buoy.
This tale is one of Kipling'sgreatest triumphs.

" This littlestory is quitea poem in prose 5 it could

not be praisedtoo highly.'"" Edinburgh Review.

" The idylof a dusky Hero and Leander.

Enthralling.""" Athenceum.

In the House of Suddhoo. {Plain Tales.'}"
Old

Suddhoo, whose son at Peshawar is very ill,fallsinto the

toilsof a pretendedsorcerer. The latter,gettinga friend

to telegraphdailyreports of the boy'scondition,givesSud-dhoo

the impression,with the aid of uncanny conjuring

tricks,that the information is obtained by magic. After

the boy recovers, the father is stillentirelyunder the influ-ence

of the magician,whom he continues to givelargesums

of money, much to the disgustand anger of Janoo, the

daughter.

In the Matter of a Private. (SoldiersThree.}"

Crimes committed by British soldiers are often due to noth-ing

more than hysteria.Private Simmons was made the

butt of his companionsand was tormented especiallyby

one Losson, who added to his other insults that of a parrot

which he taught to call Simmons names. Simmons'

strained endurance finallysnapped; seizinghis rifle he

shot Losson dead, and rushingaway defied his pursuers. In

his madness he wounded a majorand shot at a corporal.

Simmons was hanged. Press and publicwere shocked at

the criminalityof the army. The Colonel attributed

Simmons' act to drink,and the chaplainto the devil.

1 * The wonderful studyof heat-hysteria,entitled,* In

the Matter of a Private/ "

" Athenceum.
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In the Neolithic Age. {Ballads.')"
A striking

satiricalpoem which enforces the truth that quarrellingover

different ways and means to produce an effect is foolish,

providedonlythe effect is produced:

" There are nine and sixtyways of constructingtribal

lays,
And every singleone of them is right!

"

In the Pride of His Youth. {PlainTales.*)"
The

career of Dicky Hatt in India was handicappedby an

earlyand imprudentmarriage. He was forced to practice

great economy in order to send home the desired allow-ances.

After his baby died his fretful wife wrote that if

certain thingscostingmoney had been done the child

might have been saved. The final blow was the news of

the woman's elopement with another man. Although

Dicky'shard work had meanwhile told,the offer of a

superiorpost was bitterlydeclined. His spiritwas broken.

In the Rukh. {Many Inventions.)" Mowgli of the

Jungle Books reappears " now a grown man, a sort of

Eastern Donatello. Muller, the fat Dutchman, and Gis-

borne, sturdyforest officer,form a background for the

lightly-sketchedchild of nature, walking like a shadow,

wreathed with white flowers,taming wolf and wild pig.
His attachment to Sahib Gisborne, his detection of Abdul's

theft,his flightwith the latter's daughter,and their subse-quent

marriage," a wild birds' mating," are deftlywoven

into this charming narrative.

" The whole study is one of great subtilty,and

marked by a powerful restraint not usual in Mr.

Kipling'swork. It closes with a love idyllof exquisite

beauty.' '

" Academy.
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another of the band, and the few who were untouched left

sorrowfullyfor Calcutta.

Judgment of Dungara, The. (In Black and White.')

"
A story of the vengeance which " the great God Dun-gara,

the God of Things as They Are, executed on the

converts of the Rev. JustusKrenk, pastor of the Tubingen

Mission, and upon Lotta, his virtuous wife." The priest

of Dungara hypocriticallyprofessedfriendshipand taught

the Christian converts how to make clothes out of the fibre

of a poisonousnettle. Soon after beingput on, the gar-ments

stung unmercifully,and the superstitiousnatives

leapedinto the river,angrilyrenouncingtogetherwith their

clothes the new religionof whose falsityDungara had sent

them so forcible a sign.

"'The Judgment of Dungara,' with [its]rattling

humor worthy of Lever." "
Gosse.

Judson and the Empire. (Many Inventions. ) "

Lieutenant Harrison Edward Judson,of the British Navy,

commonly known as Bai-JoveJudson, interfered in the

affairs of a little half-bankruptEuropean dependencyin

South Africa,and by the exercise of good-natureddiplom-acy

"satisfied the self-loveof a great and gloriouspeople,

and saved a monarchy from the ill-considered despotism

which is called a Republic."
" A very cheerful and entertainingstory."" Sat-urday

Review.

" * Judson and the Empire,'in which Mr. Kipling

breaks out in a new place,and annexes South Africa to

the realms of his imagination,with a delicious disquisi-tion

on the Portuguesein his finest imperialmanner."

- " Athenceum.

"Just-So " Stories, The. " Three fantastic children's
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tales which appearedwith illustrations in St. Nicholas for

December, 1897 ; January,1898 ; and February,1898.

They have never been included in any book of the author's.

Kaa's Hunting. {Jungle Book.)" Once, before

Mowgli was turned out of the Wolf-pack,he got into

trouble with the Bandar-logor Monkey people. Seizing

the child,theybore him throughloftytree-tops to the Cold

Lairs or Monkey City,and Baloo and Bagheera tried in

vain to follow the captors. It was not until the aid of Kaa,

the Rock Python,was enlisted that Mowgli' s friends were

equalto the task of rescuinghim. The fightat the Lairs

was a fearful one, but it ended successfully.

Kidnapped. {PlainTales.)" A young Englishofficer

was determined on making an undesirable marriagewhich

would have ruined his career. Mrs. Hauksbee saved him.

Through her influence he obtained seven weeks' leave for

a shooting-tourin Rajputana,whence he returned cured of

his folly. All this shows the necessityof establishing"a

properlyconducted Matrimonial Department."

King, The. (The Seven Seas. ) " Every age thinks

that romance died with the age preceding. Yet the boy-

god is with us still,revealingnew wonders, as great as any

of old, throughsteam and machinery. The "backward-

gazingworld
" of to-daymay not appreciatethis,but the

bard of to-morrow will.

King's Ankus, The. {SecondJungleBook. ) " Mowgli

fightswith and conquers White Hood, the treacherous

cobra who guards the king'streasures. He carries away

from the deserted vault a three-foot ankus (elephantgoad)
studded with jewels,but the snake warns him that it may

killhim at last,for it is Death. When Mowgli grows tired
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of its weight he throws it from him. A man finds it and

escapes. Mowgli and Bagheera,after followingthe trail,

discover that the ankus has been the cause of more than one

death among the covetous savages. Mowgli finallypos-sesses

himself of the jewelledgoad, and returningto the

vault hurls it back among the treasure heaps. " Ah, ha ! "

says the cobra. " It returns, then. I said the thingwas

Death."

/ Kitchener's School.
"

A ballad often stanzas, in the

London Times, Dec. 8, 1898, and in Literaturet Dec.

10, 1898, beginning,

" Oh, Hubshee, carry your shoes in your hand and bow

your head on your breast ;

This is the message of Kitchener,who did not break you

in jest."

The poem purports to be "a translation of the song

that was made by a Mahomedan schoolmaster of the

BengalInfantry(sometimeon service at Suakim) when

he heard that the Sirdar was takingmoney from the English

to build a Madrissa for Hubshees " a collegefor the

Sudanese."

"The song is not Mr. Kiplingat his best,but it is

very excellent rhymed journalism."" Acadetny.

Ladies, The. {The Seven Seas.)" Tommy Atkins

recounts his various amours and bids us be warned by his

example. Incidentallyhe philosophizesknowinglyon the

Sex.

Lament of the Border Cattle Thief, The.

(Ballads.)" The rascal,now in jail"for liftingof the

kine," longs for his wild lifeagain,and, whollyunrepent-ant,

threatens worse depredationsif once he is liberated.
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Lang Men o' Larut, The. (Life'sHandicap.}"

Three enormouslytall Scotchmen live in the tropical

dependencyof Larut. Esdras B. Longer,of San Francisco,

himself six feet three,wagered a bigdrink,on firstvisiting

Larut, that he was the longestman on the island. The

bet was acceptedand the three giantswere successively

produced. It was not until Lang Lammitter, six feet

nine, was presentedthat the Californian collapsed.He

had meant to slide out of his bet, if he were overtopped,on

the strengthof the rioldie on his visiting-card.But in the

face of such total eclipsehe could onlystand treat for the

biggestdrunk the island had ever known. This is one of

the shortest and poorest of Kipling'stales.

" Unspeakably mediocre and wretched stuff." "

Francis Adams in Fort?iightly.

See "The Wandering Jew.
"

Last Chantey, The. (The Seven Seas.)" After

Earth has passedaway God decrees, on the petitionof

"the sillysailor-folk,"that the ocean remain undestroyed,

in order that

" Such as have no pleasure
For to praisethe Lord by measure,

They may enter into galleonsand serve Him on the sea.''

"One of the purest examples since Coleridge's

wondrous "Rime' of the imaginativelygrotesque." "

E. C. Stedman.

[^SLastRhyme of True Thomas. {The Seven Seas.)

"
An experimentin old ballad-form. In itsarchaic setting

it holds an eternal truth : the spiritualinsightwhich belongs

to a seer or poet is greater than any material wealth or

power. True Thomas says scornfullyto the king:
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" I ha' harpitye up to the Throne o' God,

I ha' harpityour secret soul in three ;

I ha' harpitye down to the Hinges o' Hell,

And
" ye "

would
" make

" a Knight o' me ! "

Last Suttee, The. (Ballads.)" The story of a

queen who, disguisedas the king'sfavorite dancing-girl,

soughtdeath at the funeral pyre of her lord.

\S Law of the Jungle,The. A poem following" How

Fear Came " in the Second JungleBook. It purports to

be a translation into verse of some of the laws applyingto

the wolves. The concludingcoupletis :

" Now these are the Laws of the

Jungle,and many and mighty are they ;

But the head and the hoof of the

Law and the haunch and the hump is
" Obey ! "

Legend of Evil, The. (Ballads.')"

A farcical poem

in two parts, explaininghow the firstmonkeys who became

men were forced to leave off their friskiness and descend to

hard labor,and also how Noah unwittinglylet the devil

into the ark at the same time with the donkey.
" One of the most delightfulbits of humorous verse

in the language.""
Book Buyer.

L' Envoi (to Barrack-Room Ballads)."
A lyricin

which the idea of a home voyage to England is employed

as the thread on which to stringlargerimaginativesugges-tions.

It is richlymusical, and the chorus has a rhythm

like that of waves. There is, perhaps,an overplusof

nautical words.

L' Envoi (to Life'sHandicap)."
One of the most

noblydevout of Kipling'spoems. A prayer to the " Great

Overseer."
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" One instant's toil to Thee denied

Stands all eternity'soffence."

,'Envoi (toThe Seven Seas),beginning" When Earth's

last pictureis painted,and the tubes are twisted and dried,"

is one of Kipling'sfinest lyrics. It embodies his healthy

gospelof work and furnishes more than one hint as to his

religiousfaith.

U^^Envoi (to The Storyof The Gads bys.) "
A poem

concludingthe series of Gadsby stories and emphasizing

their somewhat cynicalmoral : A soldier married is a

soldier marred.

''White hands clingto the tightenedrein,

Slippingthe spur from the booted heel,

Tenderest voices cry,
* Turn again,

'

Red lipstarnish the scabbarded steel,

High hopes faint on a warm hearthstone "

He travels the fastest who travels alone."

Letters of Marque. (See From Sea to Sea.)

Letting in the Jungle. (SecondJungle Book.) "

The villagerswho had cast out Mowgli sent one of their

number to follow and kill this "devil-child." They also

determined to torture and burn to death Messua and her

husband. The boy easilyescaped,but the rescue of his

reputedparents presenteddifficulties. Mowgli, however,

succeeded in puttingthem on their way to a town thirty

miles distant by jungle-trail. Then came the Revenge. It

was nothingless than a blotting-outof the villageand a

driving-offof the inhabitants. Mowgli's four-footed allies,

led by Hathi, the elephant,carried out the work of de-struction.

By the end of the Rains the junglecovered the

spot that had been under plougha few months earlier.
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\y"

'* That fine poem of * Lettingin the Jungle'

. . .

is it not a drama of secular antagonismof nature and

man ?
"

" Athenceum.

" Lie still, lie still ! O earth to earth return-ing.'

'
"

The firstline of a poeticaldialoguebetween the

pinesof the Simla cemetery and the occupants of the

graves. ("Mrs. Hauksbee Sits Out.")
Light that Failed, The. " (PublishedPhiladelphia

and London, 1891.) Two orphan wards of a Pharisai-cally-religious

and sour-temperedwoman (thecounterpart of

"Aunty Rosa" in "Baa, Baa, Black Sheep") were warmly
attached to one another in childhood

"
drawn together

by loneliness and by common defiance of their guardian's

tyranny. In a few years their pathsseparated. Dick be-came

an artist and went to the Soudan with the Gordon

relief expeditionto make illustrations for the English

papers. Maisie also studied art, and opened a studio in

London. On coming back to England,Dick broughtwith

him a well-earned reputation,an unconquerablelove for the

girl,and a sword-cut on his head, received in action.

Maisie lacked talent,but thirsted for fame, and heartlessly
sacrificed Dick to her ambition. Dick's head-wound,

meanwhile, was seriouslyaffectingthe opticnerve ; he went

totallyblind justas he had finished his masterpiece,Mel-ancholia,

" the likeness of a woman who had known all

the sorrow in the world and was laughingat it." But

Bessie Broke, the model who had posed for him, vindic-tively

ruined the canvas and ran off with her liberal pay, in

revenge for Dick's interference in her love-affairwith Tor-

penhow, a war correspondent,whose acquaintancehe had

made in the East. Maisie, who was now once more

studyingin Paris,was informed by Torpenhow of Dick's
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hero of the story is to a great extent the author's

mouthpiece. There are brilliant pages in it,but we

should say that littletrouble went to the writingof it,

and that it is flungtogetherrather than composed.
' '

"

Edinburgh Review ', 1898.

" Although The Light that Failed runs only to a

volume, it is one of those novels which threaten to

break down at the end of every chapter. It has few

personages, and its incidents may be reckoned on the

fingersof one hand. Take away the conversations

which do not helpon the story, and it would shrink to

lessthan a hundred pages. . . .

The Lightthat Failed

is a dish of highly-seasonedfragments,served up with

a deal of sarcastic commentary on lifeas it is lived in

Bohemia. ' '

" Quarterly.
" The Light that Failed is an organicwhole " a

book with a backbone "
and stands out boldlyamong

the nerveless,flaccid,invertebrate thingscalled novels

that enjoyan expensivebut ephemeral existence in the

circulatinglibraries.'
'

" Athenaeum.

For a severe and extended criticism of The Light

that Failed see Mr. Kipling'sStories,J. M. Barrie,

Contemporary Review, March, 1891.

Limitations of Pambe Serang. (Life'sHandicap.)
A Zanzibar stoker,when in drink,did an injuryto Pambe,

a Malay employed on the same steamer. The latter re-fused

to accept the apologyof the negro, and lived with

the one thoughtof revenge. From country to country

Pambe tracked his enemy until finallythe former fellillin

London. While stillin his bed he recognizedNurkeed's

voice in the street and induced the missionaryseated

beside him to call the negro in. The latter,when lean-ing

over the sick man, received a knife-thrust under the
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edgeof his rib bone. Pambe recovered sufficientlyto be

hanged.

{/" Liner She's a Lady, The." (The Seven Seas.)

"
While the Liner has the Man-o'-War for husband, and

proves her ladyhood "by the paint upon 'er face,"the

little cargo-boatswhich have " to load or die "
are Eng-land's

prideand the source of her " 'ome an' foreign

trade. ' '

k
Lispeth. (Plain Tales.)" Illustrates the truth that a

mere dab of Christianityis insufficientto " wipe out unciv-ilized

Eastern instincts." Lispeth,a beautiful hill girl,

grows to womanhood in a Christian mission. But she

meets and falls violentlyin love with a visitingBritisher

whose flirtationshe takes to be a serious expressionof love.

When he leaves he promisesto return and marry her, and

the missionary,hoping thus to quiether, encourages the

deception.The girl,on finallylearningthat she has been

playedwith, loses all faith in the new religionand modes of

life,and returns to her mother's gods and the degraded

habits of her caste.

Little Tobrah. (Life'sHandicap.)" The smallpox

struck littleTobrah's village,took away his parents, and

left the sister blind. The small property left the three

children was soon lost. A famine rose, the older brother

deserted them, and the young boy and girlwere unable to

get food. Finally,on coming to a well, Tobrah thrust his

sisterin, believingit " better to die than to starve." On

the discoveryof the dead body little Tobrah was brought

to trial,but since there were no witnesses he was acquitted.

^
/Loot. (Ballads.)" A frank expressionof opinionby

Tommy Atkins. He wholly failsto understand
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" Why lootin' should be entered as a crime.

So if my song you'll'ear,I will learn you plainan' clear

'Ow to pay yourselffor fightin'overtime."

Lost Legion, The. (Many Inventions.')"
It is not

easy to manage one ghost,as any story-writer will admit,

but to write of a whole ghostlyregimentwould overtax the

powers of any livingman of geniusexcept Mr. Kipling.

Even in his hands it would be merely grotesque were it

not so carefullysubordinated to the blood-and-flesh main

plot,which relates to the capture by a frontier force of

British of a notorious Afghan outlaw with thirteen brother

murderers. The story of the secret journeyby night to

the latter's lair in the hillsis admirablytold.

" Mr. Kipling'sbest war-piece.''

" Blackwoods.

/"
A splendidghoststory."" Academy.

Lost Legion, The. (Ballads.')"
A rollickingsong

of the "Gentlemen Rovers"
" a "Legion that never

was 'listed."

"Love-o'-Women." (Many Inventions.)" Larry

Tighe,nicknamed Love-o' -Women, was a handsome man

when Mulvaney firstknew him, but " wicked as all hell."

His favorite amusement was that of seducinginnocent

women. When next they met, Love-' o- Women was suf-fering

damning tortures of remorse. The faces of his vic-tims

rose before him to make his nightssleeplessand his

days insufferable. But the crown of his punishmentwas

the memory of one woman whom he might have loved,but

whom he had ruined and cast away. The dramatic end-ing

of the tale makes the man discover this former sweet-heart

and die in her arms. She completesthe tragedyby

committingsuicide.
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" Perhapsthe most powerfulstory in the book is the

one called " Love-o'- Women. ' As a pictureof true

remorse it is most impressive. ...

It certainly

shows Mr. Kipling at his highestpoint of literary

power." " Spectator.

"The best of them all \i.e.tstories mMany Inven-tions],

to our mind, is ' Love-o'- Women,' which is,

indeed, one of the most masterlythingsits author has

yet done.
. . .

It is worth a hundred addresses

on Social Purityplatforms; and yet it is written with

an artistic reticence which is beyond all praise/''"

Athenaeum.

Lukannon.
"

A poem of six stanzas following"The

White Seal " in the Jungle Book. It is "a sort of very

sad seal national anthem," ending with the line :

"The beaches of Lukannon shall know their sons no more.
"

Madness of Private Ortheris, The. (PlainTales.)

"
Ortheris becomes homesick for London, "sick for the

sounds of 'er,an' the sightsof 'er,and the stinks of 'er."

He questions," Wot's the good of sodjerin',"and goes

so far as to don citizen's clothes and attempt desertion.

By the time dusk shuts down, however, Ortheris has

returned penitentlyto his companions. His loneliness,the

strangeness of his garb,and the force of the old habits,have

cured his madness.

Maltese Cat, The. (Day's Work.) "
The story

of a polo-ponywhose intelligenceand quicknesswon the

great game between the Archangelsand the Skidars. The

descriptionof the contest is exceedinglyspirited.As in

"Her Majesty'sServants
" and "A Walking Delegate,"

we are regaledwith the conversation of horses.
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" It goes splendidly,and entitles its author to rank

with the very small band who have described athletic

games in progress without losingmost of their thrill and

movement." " AthencEum.

" * The Maltese Cat,' that delightfulpolo story

(everypoloplayershould know it by heart)where the

animals giveus their version of the game."" " Academy.

"" Something rather better than excellent descriptive

journalism.'"" Spectator.

Man who Was, The. {Life'sHandicap.}" A former

officer in the White Hussars, who has been for thirtyyears

a Russian captive,escapes from Siberia and succeeds in dis-covering

his regiment. The limpheap of rags is crawling

past the sentries,when he is shot at for a carbine-thief,

Broughtin througha mistake to the mess-table,where the

officers are entertaininga Russian guest, and toastingHer

Majesty,he exhibits his shrinkingdread of the Cossack,his

undying loyaltyto the Queen, and awful evidence of his

tortures. The wretched man dies shortlyafter.

" For pathos risinginto tragedyand as curious,

strange, and unexpectedas it is touching,choose * The

Man who Was.' "

" Boston Transcript.

" That glorious masterpiece,* The Man who

Was.' "

" Gentleman" s Magazine.

" ' The Man who Was,' an admirable story, full

of that indefinable spirit,militarypatriotism,and regi-mental

pride."" Academy.

Man who would be King, The. {Phantom 'Rick-shaw,

etc. ) "
Two shrewd adventurers, Daniel Dravot

and Peachey Camehan, decide that India isn't large

enough for them, and aspireto become rulers of Kafristan.

Disguisedas a mad priest,Dravot, takingCarnehan with
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him as a servant, makes his way safelyto the prospective

kingdom. Dravot gainsunlimited power over the native

tribes,who think him a god and givehim a gold crown.

Another is made for his companion, and they rule their

new empirejointly. FinallyDravot blunders by demand-ing

a wife. The wench allotted to him puts his godhood

to test by bitinghim. On seeinghis blood the people

pronounce him an impostor,subjecthim to a cruel death

and Carnehan to fearful tortures. The latter,wrecked in

body and mind, lives to reach India,carryingthe head of

Dravot in a bag.

A number of eminent literarymen in an informal

gathering" resolved to write out, each for himself,a

list of the best half-dozen of Mr. Kipling'sshort

stories,"so Mr. S. R. Crockett has informed the readers

of the Bookman. i The papers were folded. They

were put into the hat. " The Man who

would be King ' stood proudly at the head of every

list."

" For " The Man who would be King,' our author's

masterpiece,there is no word but magnificent.

Positively,it is the most audacious thingin fiction,and

yet it reads as true as Robinson Crusoe. "
" y. M.

Barrie.

Mandalay. (Ballads.)" A British soldier,now in

London, hears "the East a-callin',"and grows homesick

for the familiar sightsand sounds on the road to Mandalay.

" For the wind is in the palm-trees,and the temple-bells

theysay,
* Come you back, you British soldier; come you back to

Mandalay!
' "

This is probablyKipling'smost widelyknown ballad.
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"A work of very high art indeed."" " Saturday

Review.

"' A wonderful song of the fascination of the East."

" Edinburgh Review.

Mark of the Beast, The. {Life'sHandicap.')"

Fleete,an Englishman,grosslyinsulted a native idol in its

temple. Whereupon a hideous,faceless leperemployedin

the service of the god sprang out at the man, and catching

him about the body, dropped his head on the victim's

breast. The terrible disease that overtook the latter in

consequence seemed not to be leprosy,but a madness more

awful than hydrophobia,thoughcloselyresemblingit. Its

growth,symptoms, and final cure are described with terri-ble

power. For pure horror,this tale is,perhaps,unmatched

in Englishliterature.

"In " The Mark of the Beast' Mr. Kiplingpasses,
as he occasionallydoes, the bounds of decorum, and

displaysa love of the crudelyhorrible in itsdisgusting

details
. . .

which is to be deprecated; but the

fascination of the story is incontestable." " Athenceum.

" ' The Mark of the Beast '

may be curious,but is

also loathsome, and shows Mr. Kipling at his very

worst.
' '

" Spectator.
" As a tale of sheer terror, " The Mark of the Beast'

could not easilybe surpassed."" Pall Mall Gazette.

Mary Gloster, The. (The Seven Seas. ) "
A dis-agreeable

but intenselyreal character study. Sir Anthony

Gloster,Philistine and millionaire ship-owner,holds conver-sation

on his death-bed with his onlyson, Dickie. The

old man reveals both his ingrainedvulgarityand also his

completeincapacityto appreciatehis son's artisticand liter-ary

tastes, which are to the Baronet merely t( whims " and

" sick fancies."
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" Lord, send a man like Robbie Burns to sing the ' Song

o' Steam' !

"" It is too lengthyand too carelesslywritten to hold

itsground as poetry.'
'

" Edinburgh Review.

" A poem of surpassingexcellence alike in concep-tion

and in execution." " C. E. Norton in Atlantic.

Men that Fought at Minden, The. (The Seven

Seas.)" A song of instruction for the benefit of green

recruits.

Merchantmen, The. (Tbe Seven Seas.)" A song

of London " sailormen " who are bringingback to port a

cargo gathered"with sweat and achingbones." They

have been abroad on all seas, and relate wonderful experi-ences.

" Mr. Kipling is at his best in a longpoem with a

strong subject. * The Merchantmen ' is among his

best 5 so is ' Mulholland's Contract.'" " Academy.

Miracle of Purun Bhagat, The. {SecondJungle

Book. ) "
A high-casteBrahmin, with universitydegrees,

renounced wealth and office to become a barefoot " holy

man" carryinga begging bowl. As the mendicant

crossed an Himalayanpass he came upon a deserted shrine.

"Here shall I find peace,"he said. Immediatelybelow

him the hillsidefellaway for 1,500 feet,and in the valley

huddled a villageof stone-walled houses. His daysand

nightsof contemplation,shared onlyby wild animals who

grew boldlyfamiliar,were finallydisturbed by a landslide

resultingfrom the heavyrains. He succeeded,justin time,

in warning the villagersof their danger. The manner in

which the hermit had accomplishedtheir rescue seemed to

the villagefolk miraculous,and on his death, which followed

from exhaustion,theybuilt a templeto mark his grave.
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Miracles, The. (The Seven Seas. ) "
In this remark-able

littlepoem the miracles of modern science
" cable,

telegraph,steam locomotive, etc. " are very imaginatively

conceived and celebrated.

Miss Youghal's Sais. {PlainTales J) " When Strick-land,

the Sherlock Holmes of Kipling'sstories,asked Miss

Youghal'shand in marriage,her parents refused consent.

The lover,used to many disguises,got himself up as a native

servant, and became "attached to Miss Youghal'sArab."

He preservedthe incognitofor months. Finallywhen a

certain generalwho had taken the young ladyfor a ride

persistedin a disagreeableflirtation,Strickland lost patience

and in the most fluent Englishthreatened the offender with

punishment. When the officer had learned the truth he

saw the humor of the situation and pledgedthe couplehis

assistance. Through his influence the reluctant consent of

the girl'sparents was obtained,and the story ends happily.

uxIvIorning-Song in the Jungle."
A poem beginning:

" One moment past our bodies cast

No shadow on the plain.'
*

It occurs in "Letting in the Jungle" {SecondJungle

Book),
and is a renderinginto Englishverse of a song sung

by the wolves.

Mother o' mine, O Mother o' mine ! "
The re-frain

of the strikingverse-dedication of The Light that

Failed.

Mother-Lodge, The. ( The Seven Seas. ) "
The

singerlongsfor another sightof his Mother Lodge, where

his " Brethren black an' brown "
" men of allfaiths and

of every rank "

" met upon the Level an' partedon the

Square."
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Moti Guj "
Mutineer. {Life'sHandicap.')" Moti

Guj was the elephantand drunken Deesa was the owner.

They quarrelled,but they loved each other, and when

Deesa told the elephantthat he would be gone for ten days
and that Chihun would be his master meanwhile the beast

submitted with manifest reluctance. On the eleventh

morning,when Deesa failed to come accordingto promise,

Moti Guj mutinied, refusingto work, chasingan English

planter,and showing fightgenerally.The story proceeds

to describe the elephant'svain search for his lord,and the

great joy of both at meetingagain,when Deesa, who had

been gorgeouslydrunk, finallyreturned.

"Except in its sardonic form, humor has never been

a prominentfeature of Mr. Kipling'sprose. I hardly

know of an instance of it not disturbed by irony or

savagery, except the story of ' Moti Guj.' "
" Edmund

Gosse, Cent?try,1891.

Mowgli's Brothers. {Jungle Book)."
A naked

brown baby, lost in the jungle,is rescued by a wolf from

the jaws of Shere Khan, the tiger. The man-cub is borne

to a cave, and there suckled and cared for by Mother Wolf

and given the name Movvgli,or the Frog. After much

discussion,Mowgli is adoptedinto the Pack and is allowed

to run with them and to share their lifeunharmed. Besides

the wolves, he has for friends Baloo, the brown bear, and

Bagheera,the panther. But Shere Khan remains his sworn

enemy. When Mowgli has grown to boyhood the tiger's

plotagainsthis life is foiled throughthe lad's boldness and

presence of mind, but he is forced to leave the Pack and to

seek a dwellingamong men.

Mowgli's Song.
"

This is the song that Mowgli sang

at the council rock when he danced on Shere Khan's hide.
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It is written in irregularunrhymed lines, and follows

" Tiger! Tiger!" in the Jungle Book.

yMowcLi's Song against People. "
A five stanza

poem which follows "Lettingin the Jungle
" in the Second

JungleBook.

Mrs. Hauksbee Sits Out. " (Added to Under the

Deodars in the Outward Bound edition.)A dramatic

sketch, scene laid in Simla, with the subtitle,"An Unhis-

torical Extravaganza." Miss May Holt, assisted by

Mrs. Hauksbee, eludes the vigilanceof a Puritanic aunt

and attends a volunteer ball. Here she meets her lover,a

young lieutenant. The aunt follows,furious,but is at

lengthsubdued at the hands of the enemy, now reenforced

by an Irish major who dragsher, scandalized,into the

waltz, and by the Viceroyof India (in Mrs. Hauksbee's

confidence),who affectsinterest in the good lady'smission-ary

schemes. FinallyMay's lover himself playsa success-ful

part in the taming of the shrew, and the comedy ends

propitiously.
Mulholland's Contract. {The Seven Seas.)"

A

deck-hand on a cattle-boat,when in imminent danger of

death, made a contract with God that if He would save

his life,he for his part would reform and "praisehis

Holy Majestytillfurther orders came." The sailor's life

was spared,and actingin accordance with a specialrevela-tion,

he returned to the cattle-boats and preachedthe

gospelthere. He writes of his experienceas an evangel-ist.

"As profoundas it is simple.""" Academy.

See, also," The Merchantmen."

Mutiny of the Mavericks, The. {Life'sHandicap.')

"
A Fenian organizationin America sent young Mulcahy to
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India to spread sedition in an Irish regiment. The

" Mavericks," who were perverselyloyalto the Queen,

althoughwillingto impressMulcahy with their sympathy
in order to enjoythe unlimited beer he furnished,were in

realitygladwhen a chance for action gave them an excuse

for pressingthe unwillingrecruit into the front of the battle

line. From excessive cowardice he passedinto a mood of

mad bravery,and rushinginto the enemy'sranks died on

an Afghan knife.

" " The Mutiny of the Mavericks' and ' Namgay
Doola '

are pure comedy. . . . Charminglygood-

natured satiresupon the inhabitants of the sister isle. "

Athencetim
.

" My girl she give me the go onst." "
First line of

the song sung by Ortheris in " The Courting of Dinah

Shadd" (q.v.).
My Lord the Elephant. (Many Inventions.')"

When a young man in Cawnpore Mulvaney tamed a

furious elephantthat had been terrorizingthe streets and

playinghavoc with a carriageshop. Filled with whiskey

and bravado, he took a mad ride on the back of " Ould

Double Ends," but beat him at last into submission.

Years afterwards, when one of the gun-elephants,who

proves to be our former acquaintance,refused to trust a

troop-bridgenear the head of the Tangi Pass and kept an

impatientarmy waitingon his pleasure,Mulvaney left a

hospitalcot and came to the rescue. The Cawnpore ele-phant

recognizedhis old tamer and respondedto his urging.

"Perhaps the best story in the book" [i.e.,Many

Inventions'].

" Spectator.
" * My Lord the Elephant' is pure, unadulterated

farce. In this most flamboyant,most coruscatingof
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yarns, Mulvaney comes near to beating(and it is much

to say)the record of his famous " Incarnation. ' His

ride on the infuriated tusker is as fine as that of Tarn o'

Shanter himself." " Atheneeum.

My Own True Ghost Story. {Phantom'Rickshaw,

etc. ) "
The author passeda nightin a dirtylittledak-

bungalow. After the usual ghost-storyovertures of rat-tling

curtains and lamps throwingquaint shadows, there

came the sound of a game of billiards in the room adjoin-ing.

Now, this room was not largeenough to hold a

billiard-table,but in the morning it was discovered that the

three small rooms of the dak-bungalowhad once been a

singleapartment which was used as a billiard-room,and

that (accordingto the servant)a Sahib had died there

while playingthe game. Here surelywas a juicymorsel

for the PsychicalResearch Society. But disillusion fol-lowed,

and a good mystery was spoiledby a very simple

discovery.
My Sunday at Home. {Day's Work.) "

A guard

called out at each compartment of an Englishrailwaytrain :

" Has any gentleman here a bottle of medicine ? A gen-tleman

has taken a bottle of laudanum by mistake." By
taken he meant carried off,but an officiousAmerican doctor,

supposingthat some passenger had swallowed the poison,

rushed up to a very drunk and boisterous "
navvy

" in a rear

compartment, draggedhim upon the platformof the station

where the train was stopping,and dosed him heavilywith

an emetic. The results were highlyludicrous,not to say

tragic.
" A hash of fantastic effects,partiallyredeemed from

extravagance by the excellence of the character draw-ing."

" London Daily News.
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Naboth. {Life'sHandicap.}" A modern version of

Naboth's vineyardfrom the pointof view of Ahab, and in-cidentally

"an allegoryof empire.
" Naboth was a native

who began his acquaintancewith the author by begging.

The " Protector of the Poor "

gave him a rupee, where-upon

Naboth craved the privilegeof sellingsweetmeats

near the house of his benefactor. It was granted,and the

tale deals with the prosperous dependent'ssuccessive in-roads

on the shrubberyof the Sahib. Finally,Naboth,

with his mud hut surrounded by bamboo network, was

banished. The summer-house which took the placeof

Naboth's hut resembled a fort on the author's frontier,

whence he thereafter guardedhis kingdom.

Namgay Doola. {Life'sHandicap.)" In a little

native kingdomin the Himalayasthere was one subjectwho

refused to pay taxes, and had an unpleasantway of break-ing

the heads of all who interfered with him. The king,

ponderingon the best punishment,asked the counsel of the

author. The latter,on learningthat this red-haired rebel

was the son of Thimla Dhula (Tim Doolan)by a native

wife, advised the kingto raise him to a positionof honor in

the army, since he came of a race which would not pay

revenue, but which, if filled with words and favor,would

work heroically.The advice was followed with successful

results.

See " The Mutiny of the Mavericks."

1 Native-Born, The. {The Seven Seas.)" A mag-nificent

tribute to imperialBritain "

" To the lastand the largestEmpire,

To the map that is half unrolled. ' '

1 By " the Native-born " is meant the man of English ancestry

who is born outside of England.
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to the young man's determined effort to attain the necklace

and to win the consent of Kate. After superhumancour-age

and endurance and the undergoing of enough hair-breadth

escapes to satisfyany adventurous boy he succeeds

in both objects. The girl,discouragedat last by the

break-down of her hospital,into which she has put tireless

work and interest,yieldsto the man's solicitations. The

Naulahka, in deference to Kate's sensitive notions of honor,

is returned to its owner, after a terriblestruggleon the part

of Tarvin. When it becomes clear to him that he must

choose between the woman he loves and the consummation

of a selfish purpose he hesitates no longer,but sacrifices

one of his two great ambitions to the other, and returns to

America with his bride. The interest of the story is not

in the character-drawing,which is in the main unreal and

featureless,nor in the double plot,which is somewhat con-fusing

and ill-joined,nor in the style,which lacks the dis-tinction

of Kipling'sbest work. The interest isepisodical.

It is in the descriptionsof audacious intrigues,of amazing

adventures, of Oriental mysteries,of the secrets of the

Royal Zenana, " descriptionsof the midnight ride when

the American meets the bewitching and cruel Gypsy

Queen, of the plotsagainstthe young prince'slife,of Tar-vin'

s escape from the murderous assault of the gray ape, of

the ride to the deserted city. These wonders may tax

credulity,but they inevitablyhold the attention. Per-haps,

after all,the most distinguishingexcellence of the

novel lies in the penetrationwith which Mr. Kiplinggets
behind the native consciousness and reveals all its odd

workings. For while lackingin well-developedstudies of

character,the story dazzles us with occasional flashes of
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marvellous intuition. The firstfour chapters,devoted to

America, are onlyindifferentlygood, but as soon as India

is reached the hand of Kiplingbecomes more apparent than

that of his collaborator,and the East is made actuallyto live

before us.

" A story which bringsinto sudden and glaringcon-trast

the impenetrable,unchanging barbarism of the

East and the bran-new civilizationof the West, hardly

lessbarbaric,lessreckless,or less corrupt. ...

It

seems to us that collaboration is to Mr. Kiplingvery
much what the admixture of water is to champagne."

" Westminster Review.

" Why should Mr. Kiplinghamper himself with a

partner? We like him best alone.
. . .

There

is no one but Mr. Kiplingwho can make his readers

taste and smell as well as see and hear the East ; and

in this book
. . .

he has surelysurpassedhimself."

" Athenceum.

'* The Naulahka falls far below the standard of

Mr. Kipling'sgeneralwork.
. . .

One cannot

help remarkinghow strangelywanting the story is in

Mr. Kipling'sordinaryconciseness,strengthof diction,

and directness of purpose. . . .
The Naulahka

is not a well-told story " we might even say it is told

extremelyill. There is a want of unityin its design,

and of smoothness in its progress. . . .

The plot
is not a good one. The twofold motive of Tarvin's

pilgrimageto India confounds the sympathy of the

reader,who is never quitesure whether it is the Nau-lahka

...
or the love of Kate which is upper-most

in the hero's mind. Tarvin himself confounds all

sense of probability.. . .
There are good pas-sages

in the book. Every now and then we are glad

to recognizeMr. Kipling'sgreat descriptivepowers,
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but these purple patches are few and far

between." " Spectator.

Of those Called. (SoldiersThree.)"
A story told

on steamer-board during a heavy fog,regardingthe loss,

duringjustsuch a fog,of a lumbering "tramp" which

was rammed by an Englishiron-clad. Three half-drowned

survivors were rescued by means of a rope thrown them

from the man-of-war. About half an hour later the fog

lifted.

On Greenhow Hill. (Life'sHandicap.)" Learoyd,

the Yorkshireman, relates the romance of his earlylife.

When climbinga stone wall he has fallen and broken his

arm. Carried to a neighboringhouse, he is nursed by the

daughterof the family,'Liza Roantree, with whom he

fallsin love. He is influenced to renounce his rough life

and to jointhe Primitive Methodists,of which sect 'Liza

is a member. He becomes jealousof the chapelminister,

who also loves 'Liza. But Death foilsboth lovers ; after a

rapid decline the girldies. Before her death Learoyd

learns that he would have been the favored suitor. He

goes at once into the army, and has been tryingto forget

her ever since.

"One of Kipling'svery best efforts."

" National

Observer.

For a more conservative estimate,see Mr. Gosse's

articlein the Century, 1 8 9 1
.

On the City Wall. (In Black and White.)"
An

Oriental Delilah has a house upon the east wall of a cityin

India. The author (or narrator, writingin the first per-son)

is drawn into the pretty creature's toils,and becomes

her tool in helpingan importantpoliticalprisoner,who has

taken refugein her apartments, to escape from the town, on
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the occasion of a great riot between Hindus and Mussul-

men in the citystreets. The marvellous descriptionof this

riot,the pictureof Lalun's beautyand fascination,and the

analysisof the character of Wali Dad, the youthfulcynic,

once a Mohammedan but now a " Demnition Product,"

whom the riot sweeps back into the fanatical current of the

faith once abandoned, unite to make this story one of extra-ordinary

interest and power.

" A masterpiece/'" Quarterly.

See " At Twenty-two."

On the Strength of a Likeness. (PlainTales.')"

A youth who had cherished an unrequitedattachment, be-came

devoted to another woman, simply,as he thought,on

the strengthof her remarkable likeness to his lost sweet-heart.

He found out too late that he had come to worship
her for her own qualities.

One View of the Question. (Many Inventions.)" "

A high-casteMussulman writes a long letter to an intimate

in India describinglife in London, where he has gone on a

commission for His Highness the Rao Sahib of Jagesur.

Englishlife is looked at from a severelyOriental pointof

view. " This town, London, which is as largeas allJag-esur,
is accursed,being dark and unclean, devoid of sun,

and fullof low-born, who are perpetuallydrunk, and howl

in the streets like jackals,men and women together."
The Government is scored,on various grounds,with Gulli-

verian satire.

" An exceedingly,strong,thoughtful,and interesting

satire." " Saturday Review.

Only a Subaltern. ( Under the Deodars. ) " Bobby

Wicks, the appleof his father's eye, had not long been a

member of the Tail Twisters before provinghimself one of
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the most popularmen in the regiment. When the cholera

struck the camp he was unremittingin his services to the

men, especiallyto old privateDormer, a dirty,drunken fel-low,

whose one virtue was his love for Bobby. As a result

of over-exposure in caringfor Dormer, the boy was finally

stricken down himself,and after three days'struggledied.

" Under the Deodars has one redeemingfeature "

the excellent story called ' Only a Subaltern,1 with

which it concludes. We have read nothing of the

kind so good since Mrs. Ewing's Jackanapes .

"

"

Athenceum.

Oonts. (Ballads.)" Mr. Atkins giveshis opinionas

to the merits and defects of the camel, or oont :

" The 'orse 'e knows above a bit,the bullock's but a fool,

The elephant'sa gentleman,the battery-mule'sa mule ;

But the commissariat cam-u-el,when all is said an' done,

'E's a devil an' a' ostrich an' a' orphan child in one."

Other Man, The. (PlainTales.)" A girl,in love

with a young officerwithout a fortune,was married by her

parents to a rich old colonel. The Other Man, trans-ferred

to an unhealthful station,became ill. The woman's

heart,not at all with her husband, who neglectedher, was

stillwith the Other Man. Finallythe latter was sent up

from his station on a chance of recovery. The colonel's

wife went to meet him. When she found him he was

seated on the back seat of his "tonga" "
dead. The

longup-hilljolthad been too much for his weak heart-valve.

The sequelis even more tragic.

See " At the Pit's Mouth."

Our Lady of the Snows. (/.*.,Canada.) " A

poem of six stanzas contributed to the London Times and

written after the publicationof Laurier's new tariffbill in
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May, 1897. It takes as its text :
" Last,but not least

(he said),we giveto the peoplethe benefits of preferential
trade with the mother-country."" New Canadian Tariff.
The poem was quotedin the Critic,May 15, 1897.

" A nation spoketo a nation,

A queen sent word to a throne :

Daughteram I in my mother's house,

But mistress in my own.

The gates are mine to open

As the gates are mine to close,

And I set my house in order,

Said the Lady of the Snows.' '

"Our little maid that hath
,
no breasts."

" First

line of the "Queen's Song from Libretto of Naulahka," a

strikingpoem prefixedto ChapterTwenty of The Naulahka.

Out of India. (See Bibliographyof First Editions.)
In the Critic for Nov. 9, 1895, occurs this "Card from

Mr. Kipling" :

" To the Editors ofthe Critic :

" Will you permitme throughthe medium of your columns

to warn the publicagainsta book called * Out of India,
'

recentlypublishedby a New York firm ? It is put forward

evidentlyas a new book by Rudyard Kipling. It is made

up of a hash of old newspaper articles written nine or ten

years ago, to which are added moral reflections by some

unknown hand. It appears, of course, without my knowl-edge

or sanction,is a common ' fake,' and I must disclaim

all connection with it.

" Rudyard Kipling.

"Waite, Vt., 3 Nov., 1895."

Outsong, The. (SecondJungleBook.)" A poem
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following"The SpringRunning" in the Second Jungle

Book. It is " the song that Mowgli heard behind him in

the jungletillhe came to Messua's door again." Part of

this farewell song is uttered by Baloo, part by Kaa, part by

Bagheera,part by all three. The refrain is: "Jungle-

Favor go with thee ! ' '

,

Over the edge of the purple down. "
The first

line of " the Brushwood girl's
' '

song. (See" The Brush-wood

Boy," The Day's Work.)

Parade-Song of the Camp Animals. "
A poem follow-ing

" Her Majesty'sServants" in the JungleBook. Ele-phants

of the Gun Team, Gun Bullocks,CavalryHorses,

Screw-Gun Mules, and Commissariat Camels, allbear a part,

and the final chorus, " Children of the Camp are we,"

etc., is sung by all the beasts together.

Phantom 'Rickshaw, The. (The Phantom 'Rickshaw

and Other Tales. ) "
A man who has heartlesslyjilteda

faithful woman and has brutallyrepulsedall her pitiful

appealsfor kindness is pursued,after she dies, by her

ghost. Wherever he goes the apparitionof the woman

whom he has killed,seated in her accustomed 'rickshaw,

awaits him with the old-time pleadingsand remonstrances.

His death, attributed by his physiciansto overwork, is in

realitythe result of this strange persecution.This excur-sion

into the occult,while cleverlyenough managed,lacks

the originalityof Kipling'sbest stories.

" Kipling's deliberatelysupernaturaltales,from

* The Phantom ' Rickshaw ' downwards, impressme as

distinct failures.' '

"
Francis Adams in Fortnightly.

The Edinburgh Review (1891) objectedto this tale,

with " its abrupt intrusion into every-daylife of a

crudelymaterial supernaturalism."



http://www.forgottenbooks.org/in.php?btn=1&pibn=1000324395&from=pdf
http://www.forgottenbooks.org/in.php?btn=2&pibn=1000324395&from=pdf
http://www.forgottenbooks.org/in.php?btn=3&pibn=1000324395&from=pdf
http://www.forgottenbooks.org/in.php?btn=4&pibn=1000324395&from=pdf


1 62 A Kipling Primer

remained over, unpaidfor,one grave ; cost, one hundred

and seventy-fiverupees fourteen annas. The vouchers for

all the other graves carried the name of a deceased servant

of the Government. A complicatedand lengthycorre-spondence

followed among departmentsand commissions.

Finallythe questionwas unwittinglysettled by the resur-rected

man himself. He died, the entry was passed to

" regularaccount," and " there was peace in India."

Private Learoyd's Story. (SoldiersThree.)"
A

rich,unprincipledwoman bribes Learoyd to capture and

deliver to her, when she is about to departfor the season,

a neighbor'sdog, whom she greatlycovets. Mulvaney
and Ortheris, on beinglet into the secret, wish to improve

upon the planand fetch the reward at smaller risk. The

" Canteen Sargint's
"

dog, almost a fac-simile of the other,

though as fiendish in temper as "Rip" is angelic,is

caught,and his fur paintedby Ortheris until he is,to the

smallest ring on his tail,a perfectcopy. The money is

received,and the cur, shut in a basket, is placedin the

woman's hands at the railwaystation. The three conspir-ators
divide the profitsof their rascality.

" Nothing short of a masterpiece."" Athenaeum-.

Quiquern. (Second"JungleBook.)"
The story of a

famine in an Arctic villageduringan ice-locked winter,and

of the final rescue from starvation brought about through

the courage and fortitude of Kotuko, the boy, and the

sagacityof two Esquimaux dogs. Kotuko attributed all

the credit to his tornaq, or guardianspirit.

Recessional, The.
"

A poem written for the Queen's

Jubileeand contributed to the London Times, July 1 7,

1 897. A page editorialon the " Recessional ' ' in the Spec-
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tator for July 24, 1897, is entitled,"Mr. Kipling's

Hymn."
" In his * Recessional ' Mr. Kipling has interpreted

the feelingof the nation with an insightand a force

which are trulymarvellous." " Spectator.

"Probably Kipling's noblest and most enduring

poeticachievement." " James Lane Allen.

" It fellupon us as a solemn warning that sobered a

whole empire. ...
It raised the ideals of all our

people.' '

"
Sir Walter Besant.

" The beginningof Mr. Kipling'sleadership" for he

is an Anglo-Saxon leader,say what we may " was the

* Recessional.' People then for the first time recog-nized

that an eloquentadvocate of imperialismand

national rectitude was continuallyon the watch. From

that time there have been in the publicmind two Kiplings

" Kiplingthe great story-tellerand Kiplinga national

stimulus and guide."" Academy.

See " Hymn Before Action."

Record of Badalia Herodsfoot, The. (Many In-ventions.

) "
Badalia Herodsfoot is a woman of the

London slums, deserted by her drunken husband, and en-listed

by a devout young curate in the work of distributing

relief among her neighbors. She secretlyloves the curate,

who in turn is in love with Sister Eva, a companion-worker

from his own social class. Badalia's husband finally

returns, drunk, and demanding money. On the woman's

refusal to yieldthe sum intrusted to her keepingby the

clergyman,the man strikes and mortallywounds her. The

curate and Eva are summoned to Badalia's death-bed. The

dyingwoman attempts to shield her husband, and, confess-ing

with regardto the curate that she'd "sooner ha' took
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up with 'im than any one," counsels him to wed Sister

Eva. Her final injunctionis, " Make it a four-pound-ten

funeral "
with a pall."

" A little too cynicaland brutal to come straight

from life." " Edmund Gosse.

"One long exemplificationof the gratuitouslybrutal

method." " Edinburgh Review.

" It illustrates Mr. Kipling'sremarkable power of

assimilatingnew details of local color and dialect." "

Athenceum.

" Merely a very clever man's treatment of a land he

knows littleof." " J. M. Barrie, 1891.

Red Dog. {SecondJungleBook.) "
A ferocious pack

of dholes or red hunting-dogs,fiercer even than wolves,

have set out, two hundred strong, to kill the junglepeople.

Mowgli successfullycarries out a plan devised by Kaa.

The enemy is lured to a stream in the banks of which hive

the black wild bees of India, who attack all intruders.

These " Little Peopleof the Rocks " kill several of the

dholes, and as the remainder strive to escape, Mowgli's

knife finishes many, and his companionsslaythe rest.

This proves to be the lastfightof Akela, the " Lone Wolf,"

who singsthe death-songand fallsdead at Mowgli's feet.

" A story that takes one's breath away.

The narrative is so powerfuland originalin its manner

that hardlya hint can be givenof its strengthand qual-ity."

" Joel Chandler Harris.

Reingelder and the German Flag. {Life'sHandi-cap.)

"
The "German Flag" is a small tropicalsnake,

so named because of its coloring. Breitmann, a German

orchid collector,tells the story of Reingelder,a brother

naturalist,whose hobby was coral-snakes. It was in Ura-
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guay that the latter received from a native the giftof a live

" German Flag" in a bottle. Relyingon what he sup-posed

to be good authority,he handled the snake freely,

supposingthat its bite was not poisonous.He was bitten

and died.

" An admirable pieceof grotesque humor.
. . .

It is a delightfulstudy of the stolid egotismof the

middle-class German savant, with his assumptionthat

every one is ignorantbeside himself." " Edinburgh

Review.

Rescue of Pluffles, The. (Plain Tales.)"
Pluf-

fles,a callow subaltern of four-and-twenty,was rescued by

Mrs. Hauksbee from the toils of Mrs. Reiver "
the lady

" wicked in a business-like way
"

"
and restored to his

English fiancee,whom in his infatuation he had all but

givenover. Mrs. Hauksbee keptthe boy under her wing

till" both the * I wills ' had been said." After his marriage

Pluffles left the service and went Home.

Return of Imray, The. (Life's Handicap.)" Im-

ray mysteriouslydisappeared.His bungalow was after a

time rented by Strickland,of the police. On overhauling

the ceiling-clothto remove some troublesome snakes he dis-covered

the corpse of Imray. The confession was at last

extorted from Bahadur Khan, the native servant, that he

had murdered his former master and had hidden the body.

Threatened with hanging,the man anticipatedjusticeby

allowingone of the snakes,which was half dead, to bite

his naked foot.

I/Rhyme of the Three Captains, The. (Ballads.)

"
This ballad refers ostensiblyto one of the exploitsof

Paul Jones, the American pirate.A trading-brig,hav-
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ingsailed "unscathed from a heathen port,"is "robbed

on a Christian coast," but Jones'privateersucceeds in

evadingpunishmentfrom the shipsof the fleet,much to

the skipper'sdisgust.

For the inner allegoricalmeaning of " The Rhyme

of the Three Captains
"

see the Harper " Brothers vs.

Kipling controversy in Athenceum, 1890.

Rhyme of the Three Sealers, The. (The Seven

Seas.)"
The story, in swinging ballad measure, of a

bloodyfightbetween the crews of rival poaching-vessels,

which meet in a heavy fog on the sealing-grounds,and

battle to the death.

" Magnificent."" Academy.

Rikki-Tikki-Tavi. {Jungle Book.) "

Relates how

a mongoose, the pet of a small Englishboy in India,twice

saved the lad's life and once the lives of his father and

mother. The fightsof the mongoose (whose name gives

the titleto the story)with Karait,the littlebrown snake,

with Nag, the black five-footcobra, and with Nagaina,the

vicious wife of Nag, are described with much humor and

spirit.

" A delicious story."" Athenceum.

" Rikki Tiklci,though only a mongoose, fightshis

way gallantlyenough into the list of Mr. Kipling's

immortals. The historyof his war with the cobras is

entirelydelightful,and refuses to be forgotten.""

Academy.

Ripple Song, A.
"

A poem, notable for grace and

subtlety,following"The Undertakers" in the Second

Jungle Book.

Road Song of the Bandar Log.
"

An amusing song
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supposedto be sung by the Monkey people. It begins,

" Here we go in a flungfestoon/' and its refrain is,

" Brother,thy tail hangs down behind." These stanzas

follow " Kaa's Hunting " in the JungleBook.

Roses Red and Roses White.
"

First line of the poem

" Blue Roses," which is prefixedto ChapterVII. of The

Light that Failed.

Rout of the White Hussars, The. (PlainTales.)

"
The terrifiedflightof the Hussars was not in the face

of the enemy, but in the presence of the regimentaldrum-

horse (who was supposedrecentlyto have died and been

buried),dressed like a ghost,and bearing on his back a

skeleton. The trick,perpetratedby an Irish subaltern,

was playedprimarilyon the colonel,who had cast the be-loved

drum-horse from the service. The colonel's fina.

decision that since the old horse had proved capableof

cuttingup the whole regimenthe should be returned to

his post at the head of the band was received with

cheers.

" It would be hard to find a parallelof its own class

to " The Rout of the White Hussars,1 with its study

of the effects of what is believed to be supernaturalon a

gatheringof young fellows who are absolutelywithout

fear of any phenomenon of which theycomprehend the

nature." " Ed?nund Gosse.

Route Marchin'. (Ballads.)"
The song of a regi-ment

Marchin' on reliefover Injia'ssunny plains,

littlefront o' Christmas-time an' justbe'ind the Rains."

Sacrifice of Er-Heb, The. (Ballads.)"
A blank-

verse narrative settingforth how Bisesa,a beautifulmaiden,

A
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offered her life as a sacrifice to the angry god Taman in

order to save her tribe from " the Sickness." The girl's

death appeasedTaman, and the epidemicceased.

Sappers. (The Seven Seas.)"

A defence of their

especialwork by Her Majesty'sRoyal Engineers,who

modestly believe

f'There's onlyone Corps which is perfect"
that's us."

Screw-Guns. (Ballads.)"
The title of this army

song explainsits theme. It has a very rhythmical move-

ent.

Sea-Wife, The. (The Seven Seas.)"A ballad of

England,the sea-wife,who

" Breeds a breed o' rovin' men

And casts them over sea."

Second-Rate Woman, A. (Under the Deodars)." Mrs.

Delville,"The Dowd," was an especialaversion of Mrs.

Hauksbee. She dressed shabbily,she walked badly, she

droppedher g's. But on one occasion when Mrs. Hauksbee

had tried to save a neighbor'ssick child and had quitegiven

up hope, the Dowd shuffled in at the opportune moment

and rescued the baby'slife. The result may be told in

Mrs. Hauksbee's words :
" So nobodydied, and everything

went off as it should,and I kissed the Dowd, Polly."

Sending of Dana Da, The. (In Black and White.)

"
Dana Da, an Oriental Yankee, playsupon the credulity

of a cult of psychicalexperimentersin India, and accom-plishes

an apparent miracle which results in many rupees to

himself,not a littlemystificationto outside observers,and

much holyrapture to adherents of the "Tea Cup Creed."

He confesses on his death-bed to the simpletrick by which

he has wrought his manifestations.
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ballad giving"the story of the implicitor constructive per-jury

of thirtysergeants, forty-one corporals,and nine

hundred rank and file to save their orderlyofficer from a

chargeof drunkenness. ' ' The Academy,while admittingthe

great strengthof this poem, questionsMr. Kipling'sright

to treat such a subject. It raises,also, a similar query

regarding"That Day.''

Slaves of the Lamp.
"

A tale in two parts, McClure* '

s

Magazine, August, 1897. The principalpersonages in

Part One are " Stalky" Corkran, or the Slave of the Lamp,

Beetle,or Master Gigadibs,and McTurk, or Turkey. Re-

enforced by three other young collegiansfrom the "down-stairs

study,"they are practisingfor amateur theatricals

when their rehearsal is suddenly broken up by King,

'" the most hated of the house-masters." The rest of the

tale is concerned with the laughableand humiliatingre-venge

which Stalky and Co. took on their priggishin-structor.

Part Two introduces us to the same group, who

have a reunion after the lapseof fifteen years. Only Stalky

is absent, but it is about Stalky that the interest centres.

He is as much the hero of the circle as ever, and it is with

a story of his pluckyexploitsin the British army, illustrating

his well-known trait of "stalkiness,"that the tale concludes.

Smith Administration. " (SeeFrom Sea to Sea.}
Snarleyow. (Ballads.}" A tragicincident of battle

from which Tommy draws a lesson :

"The moril of this story, it is plainlyto be seen :

You 'aven't got no families when servin' of the Queen "

You 'aven't got no brothers,fathers,sisters,wives, or sons "

If you want to win your battles take an' work your bloomin'
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Soldier an' Sailor Too. (The Seven Seas.)"
In

this rattlingsong a British soldier describes the marines in

the service,who are members neither of any regimentnor

of any crew. His opinionof them is a mixture of preju-dice,

dislike,and admiration.

" This is a poem springingwith spirit; Mr. Kipling

uses itscommon words as thoughtheywere the weapons,

the fire,and the crowns of war "
and these,indeed, he

makes them."
" Academy.

Soldier, Soldier. (Ballads.}" A dialoguebetween

a returned British soldier and an Englishgirlwho has lost

her lover in the war.

Soldier Tales.
"

A book of militarytales selected

from Kipling'sworks, and publishedby Macmillan in

1896. It has more than twenty page-illustrationsby A.

S. Hartrick. The stories are :
" With the Main Guard ;

"

" Drums of the Fore and Aft ;
"

" Man who Was ;
"

" Courtingof Dinah Shadd ;
" " Incarnation of Krishna

Mulvaney ;
"

" Takingof Lungtungpen;
" and " Madness

of Private Ortheris."

Solid Muldoon, The. (SoldiersThree.)"
Mul-vaney

tells of the day fourteen years before when he

" foughtwid woman, man, and divil all in the heart av an

hour." The woman was Annie Bragin,who "had eyes

like the brown av a buttherfly'swing whin the sun catches

ut ;
" the man was Annie's jealoushusband; the devil was

incarnate in the ghost of CorporalFlahy,who after his

wife's death from cholera " walked afther they buried him,

huntin' for her."

Song of Kabir, A.
"

A poem following"The Mira-cle

of Purun Bhagat
" in the Second JungleBook.
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Song of the Banjo, The. (The Seven Seas. ) "

The army banjo,which travels "with the cooking-pots

and pails,"or "sandwiched 'tween the coffee and the

pork," sings of her experiencesin all quarters of the

world. An amazinglyclever,if somewhat artificial,poem.

"For sheer ingenuityand lightnessof touch, * The

Song of the Banjo1 cannot be matched." "
Black-

woods.

Song of the English, A. (The Seven Seas.)"
A

group of lyrics,including"The Coastwise Lights,""The

Song of the Dead," "The Deep-seaCables," "The

Song of the Sons," "The Song of the Cities," and

"England's Answer." Of these, the least successful,

perhaps,is "The Song of the Cities,"but no one of them

is lackingin superblines.
" " A Song of the English,'with its ballads and inter-ludes,

is the cantata of a master." " E. C. Stedman.

\ Song of the Little Hunter, The.
"

A three-stanza

poem, with a very musical movement, following" The

King'sAnkus
" in the Second JungleBook.

Spring Running, The. {Second Jungle Book.)"

Mowgli is now nearlyseventeen years old. It is the end

of the cold weather, and Spring," The Time of New

Talk," approaches. Mowgli's joy in the season is

mingled with a restless unhappiness. His "running"

leads him to the villagewhere Messua lives,and he is

given cordial welcome. On returningto the Jungle,

Mowgli bids farewell to his friends and prepares to take up

his home among men. Filled with passages of exquisite

description.
Stalky and Co. "

A story of school-boylifepublished

seriallyin McClure's Magazine,Dec, 1898-June,1899.
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The titlesof the instalments in their order are as follows :

"Stalky," An UnsavoryInterlude ; The Impressionists;
The Moral Reformers ; A Little Prep.; The Flag of

their Country; The Last Term. The chief characters

are Stalky,McTurk, and Beetle,introduced to the readers

of McClure's in Slaves of the Lamp, August, 1897. In

the first chapter,Corkran receives his nickname, Stalky,

by which he is henceforth familiarlyknown. " ' Stalky,'

in the school vocabulary,meant clever, well-considered,

and wily,as appliedto a planof action ; and stalkiness was

the one virtue Corkran toiled after." McTurk is a young

Irishman ; Beetle,who wears glassesand writes poetry, is

Mr. Kiplinghimself,so we have been informed by Mr.

M. G. White, an old schoolmate; and the "Coll." is

the well-known Devonshire collegeof Westward Ho,

where Mr. Kiplingreceived his schooling.

Story of Muhammad Din, The. (PlainTales.) " "

A sympatheticstudyof child-life. Little Muhammad Din

becomes friends with the author and builds wonderful pal-aces

in his garden. One morning the Sahib misses the

boy, and soon learns that he is down with the fever. A

week later he meets the father of the child carryingin his

arm:, to the Mussulman burying-groundthe tinybody of

Muhammad Din.

" Nowhere in his more elaborate efforts to delineate

child-life
. . .

does he give us so perfecta pieceof

work as the littlechild-idylcalled "The Storyof Mu-hammad

Din."
"

Francis Adams, Fortnightly.
" A patheticmasterpiece."" Edinburgh Review.

Story of the Gadsbys, The.
"

I. " Poor Dear

Mamma." The scene shifts from the interior of Miss

Minnie Threegan'sbedroom at Simla to her mamma's
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drawing-room. Miss Threegan'sfirstmeeting with Cap-tain

Gadsby is described with much humor. Poor dear

mamma distinctlyloses charm in that officer's eyes as her

daughtergains. The scene ends with an avowal of the

engagement.

II. " The World Without." The engagement of

CaptainGadsby to Miss Minnie Threegan is familiarlydis-cussed

in the smoking-roomof the Degchi Club by " cer-tain

peopleof importance." There is plentyof slang,

liquor,and masculine gossip.
III. "The Tents of Kedar." CaptainGadsby faces

the uncomfortable dutyof breakingthe news of his engage-ment

to Mrs. Herriott,a woman deeplyin love with him,

with whom he has lived in the most intimate relations.

The scene is a Naini Tal dinner party. This sketch con-tains

some of Kipling'smost tellingdialogue.

"True drawing-room comedy of a highorder.'" "

Francis Adams in Fortnightly.
" The conversation in 'The Tents of Kedar'

. . .

is of consummate adroitness." " Edmund Gosse.

For an adverse opinionsee Athentzum^uXy 5, 1890.

IV. " With Any Amazement." This sketch,taking

its titlefrom the line in the marriageservice," And are

not afraid with any amazement," describes with great

humor Gadsby's wedding-day. The groom suffers untold

tortures, but the best man, CaptainMafflim, remains loyal

to the last.

V. "The Garden of Eden." A honeymoon dialogue

between CaptainGadsby, now three weeks a husband, and

his eighteen-year-oldwife. A specimen:

" Mrs. G. " D'you know that we're two solemn, seri-ous,

grown-up people?
'
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" Capt.G. (Tiltingher straw hat over her eyes.)
* You grown up ! Pooh ! You're a baby.*

" Mrs. G. 'And we're talkingnonsense.'

" Capt.G. " Then let'sgo on talkingnonsense.'
"

VI. "Fatima." This sketch,the scene of which is

laid in the Gadsbys'bungalow in the Plains,has for its

motto, "And you may go into every room of the house

and see everythingthat is there,but into the Blue Room

you must not go." (Storyof Bluebeard.')Minnie

Gadsby, not content with the other apartments of her

husband's life,prys into the Blue Room and discovers "

Mrs. Harriet Herriott.

VII. " The Valleyof the Shadow." Scene" The

Gadsbys'bungalow in the Plains. Time
" 3-4" A. M. of

a hot nightabout two years after CaptainGadsby's mar-riage.

Mrs. Gadsby is terriblyilland the doctor isfight-ing

for her life. The woman's delirious babble,her hus-band's

broken and frantic words, the JuniorChaplain's

platitudes,and the physician'scool orders,make up a varied

and moving dramatic sketch. Mrs. Gadsby recovers.

" The pathosof the little bride's delirium in * The

Valleyof the Shadow ' is of a very high,almost of the

highest,order.' '
" Gosse.

VIII. "The Swellingof Jordan." This concluding

scene introduces us to Gadsby Junior(aliasthe Brigadier),

aged ten months. CaptainGadsby seriouslyconsiders re-signing

from the service,on the ostensible ground of his

dutyto wife and child,and to his familyat home. The

story raises the query whether marriagehas made a coward

of him. CaptainMafflim has an opinionon the subject.
" The Gadsbys is the most amazing monument of

precocityin all literature." " Blackwoods.
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li The author's cynicism on the subjectof Anglo-

Indian lifecomes to a head in the story,cast in dramatic

form, of The Gadsbys. . . .

The whole production

is vulgarin styleand in tone from beginningto end."

" Edinburgh Review.

Story of Ung, The. (The Seven Seas. ) " Ung, who

made picturesof mammoth and aurochs on bone, learned

throughbitter disappointmentsa secret which it were well

for modern artiststo heed.

Strange Ride of Morrowbie Jukes,The, (Phan-tom
y Rickshaw

y etc.)" Jukes,a civilengineerin the Indian

service,fellinto a hideous Villageof Living-Dead. The

descriptionof this horseshoe-shapedcrater of sand with

steeply-gradedwalls, broad bottom, quicksandentrance,

and badger-holesabout the sides wherein lived doomed

human victims, is Defoe-like in its realism. The fran-tic

attempts to get out of the death-trap,the revolting

methods of obtainingfood,the treacheryof the ex-Brahmin,

Gunga Dass, and the final escape of the Englishman,are

related with such cool verisimilitude that the absurdityof

the plotis successfullyconcealed.

" The overwhelming and Poe-like horror of the

situation,and the extreme noveltyof the conception.
"

" Gosse.

" A nightmare more perfectand terrible,I think,

than anythingof Edgar Poe' s." " Andrew Lang.

" One of the most powerfulshort storiesever writ-ten.

"

"
The World \ London.

Taking of Lungtungpen, The. (PlainTales.)"

Mulvaney relates how a detachment of twenty-sixmen,

after swimming a river at night,captured,when "
as nakid

as Vanus," the native town of Lungtungpen. This was
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than the affections of a livinghusband," set herself to the

task of winning back the man's loyalty.Being clever and

beautiful,as well as good, she succeeded.

Three-Decker, The. {The Seven Seas.)" In an-swer

to the familiar cry of critics," The three-volume

novel is extinct," Kiplingargues the case for romanticism

very cleverlyin this parableof the three-decker which car-ries

" Tired peopleto the Islands of the Blest ! "

Three Musketeers, The. {PlainTales.)" In this

story we have our firstintroduction to Mulvaney, Learoyd,

and Ortheris. Mulvaney, assisted by the others, relates

how the three preventeda Thursday regimentalparade

coming off,to have been given in honor of an obnoxious

visitingnobleman. They paid a man to drive with the

unsuspectinglord into a swamp where there was to be an

overturning,a setting-uponby some fellows bribed to per-sonate

thieves,and then a rescue by the three conspirators.

The plotsucceeded. Not onlydid the nobleman spend

Thursday in the hospital,but the rescuers were liberally

rewarded for gallantry.

Through the Fire. {Life'sHandicap.)" Athira,

the wife of Madu, a charcoal-burner,runs away with Suket

Singh,and is at firstvery happy. But Madu sends after

her the curse of JuseenDaze, the wizard man, and she begins

to wither away with fear. Finallyshe is induced to

return, but her lover will not ler her come alone. Night

has fallen. They find the stack of dry wood for the next

day's charcoal-burningon the hill above Madu's house.

On this pyre, after lightingthe pileat the four corners,

Suket shoots the woman and then himself.

"'Through the Fire ' shows that one Englishman
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at least has imaginationenough to comprehend the

workings of the Oriental mind." " Critic.

Thrown Away. {Plain Tales.)" The story of a

boy who was reared by his parents in England under the

"sheltered life system,"and who, on reachingIndia and

gettingaway from their surveillance,reacted from his train-ing,

and ended a career of dissipationin suicide. His

comrades, wishing to spare the feelingsof his familyat

home, concocted a story of the boy'sdeath from cholera.

" The very remarkable story of i Thrown Away
'

is as hopelesslytragicas any in Mr. Kip-ling's

somewhat grim repertory. " Gosse.

" Tiger ! Tiger ! "

{JungleBook.)" Mowgli, cast

out from the wolf-pack,escapedto a villageinhabited by

Man. He was approachedwith wonder and distrust,but

finallyfound a home with Messua, wife of the richest vil-lager.

While actingas villageherd, he killed Shere Khan,

his old enemy, but this failed to add to his doubtful popu-larity.

Accused of sorcery, the lad was driven away, and

he returned to the forest. " Man Pack and Wolf Pack

have cast me out," said Mowgli. "Now I will hunt

alone in the jungle."
To be Filed for Reference. {PlainTales.)" Mc-intosh

Jellaludinis a former Oxford man who has turned

Mohammedan, married a native woman, and nearlyruined

a remarkable mind by habitual drunkenness. On his death-bed

he bequeathesto the author the MS. of a book which

he assures him will make him famous. "It is a great

work," he says, "and I have paidfor it in seven years'

damnation."

/To the True Romance. {The Seven Seas.)"

This lyric,originallythe prefatorypoem in Many Inven-
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tions and now included in Tbe Seven Seas, is a reverent

tribute to the "True Romance," which is

" In sooth that lovelyTruth

The careless angelsknow ! "

" One of Kipling'smost beautiful poems, and one in

which he givesexpressionto his deepestself.

It is this poem which, more than any other,givesthe key

to the interpretationof Mr. Kipling'swork in general,

and displaysits controllingaim." " Charles Eliot

Norto?i in Atlantic.

Tods' Amendment. {Plain Tales.)" Tods, a pre-cocious

Englishsix-year-old,minglesmuch with the natives

and speaksthe vernacular. He is present at a dinner-party

of his mamma's where one of the guests is the " Legal

Member," who has helpedframe a highlyobnoxious Land

Bill. The talk drifts to the subjectof land-tenure,and the

child,to the surpriseof the company, joinsin the conver-sation

and repeats some remarks,uncomplimentaryto the

framers of the Bill,made by his humble friends. The

great man is so influenced by this new lightthrown on his

measure that he introduces into the Bill " Tods' Amend-ment.

' '

" " Tods1 Amendment' is in itselfa politicalallegory.

What led to the story, one sees without diffi-culty,

was the wish to emphasizethe fact that unless the

Indian Government humbles itself and becomes like

Tods, it can never legislatewith efficiency,because it

never can tell what all the jhampanies and saises in

the bazar reallywish for." "
Gosse.

Tomb of His Ancestors, The. {Day'sWork.) "

A young British officer who inherits many strikingcharac-teristics

of his dead grandfatheris received on arrivingin
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India with superstitiousreverence by the Bhils,a wild

native tribe. They believe that the departedSahib, who

"had made them men
" and whom they regardas their

tutelarydeity,is now reincarnated. The tribe weave

supernaturallegends about the young man and obey his

slightestword as if it were that of a god. At his com-mand

they restore stolen property and even submit to the

hated ordeal of vaccination.

" The best of the present volume \D. IV.,],in our

judgment, is 'The Tomb of His Ancestors.'"
"

/ Literature.

Tomlinson. {Ballads.)" A poem of grotesque and

terrible power which well illustrates Kipling'sstrenuous

philosophyof life. Tomlinson was a characterless,luke-warm

creature, who, from lack of positivevirtues,was re-fused

admission to Heaven and from weakness and lack of

wilful sin was scornfullyrejectedby Hell also.

" There are powerfulpassages here and there in the

poem, but as a whole it is what we call splatter-dash

writing.' '
" Edinburgh Review.

" A gruesome satire on the lukewarm sin,the limp

selfishnessof modern days." " Spectator.

"The delightfulsatire of 'Tomlinson.'' "

Academy.

Tommy. {Ballads.*)"
One of the most widelyknown

and liked of the Ballads. Tommy Atkins contrasts the

way in which he is ordinarilytreated and spoken to by the

Englishcivilian with the conduct and speechhe receives

when "there's trouble in the wind."

TOOMAI OF THE ELEPHANTS. {Jungk Book.)

Little Toomai, ten-year-oldson of an elephantdriver,was

rebuked by " Peterson Sahib " for recklesslysteppingamong
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the beasts at a Keddah stockade. " Must I never go

there?" the boy asked. "Yes," was the answer.

"When thou hast seen the elephantsdance." The child

took this proverbialexpression,which is equivalentto

"never," seriously.His wish was unexpectedlyanswered.

He was keepingguard over his elephantone night when

the latter broke away and headed toward the forest.

Toomai was soon upon his back, and presentlyfound him-self

in one of those rare gatheringsof wild elephantsin the

heart of the Garo hills. They stamped togetherin noisy

rhythm, as if dancing. On his safe return, Little Toomai

was received with great honor, and was straightwaychris-tened

"Toomai of the Elephants."
" Best of all, in imaginativescope and descrip-tive

power, we hold to be * Toomai of the Elephants.'

The account of the nightjourneyof Kala Nag and his

tiny rider to the * Tanz-Platz ' of these mysterious

quadrupeds is simply stupendous.'"" Athenceum.

Track of a Lie, The. {Phantom
'

Rickshaw.} Illus-trates

the train of consequences that may follow even the

utterance of a jest. The idle remark of a club-man was

turned by a journalistinto a newspaper paragraph,which

made the circle of the globe.

Troopin'. {Ballads.}" A British soldier,whose time

has justexpired,is jubilantover the prospect of returning

home.

" We're goin''ome, we're goin''ome,

Our shipis at the shore,

An' you must pack your 'aversack,

For we won't come back no more."

Truce of the Bear, The.
"

A very forcible ballad,
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publishedin Literature, Oct. I, 1898. The poem is,on

the surface,a spiritedaccount of a bear hunt ; it can hardly

be doubted, however, that its purpose is allegorical.Its

appearance shortlyafter the Czar's proclamationin behalf

of universal disarmament lends color to the belief that the

burden of the poem,
" Make ye no truce with Adam-zad

"
the bear that walks like a man," expresses distrust of

that monarch's motive. The New York Nation, which

shares this generalview, has dubbed the ballad " Kipling's

Retrocessional."

Undertakers The. (Second Jungle Book.) "

During a conversation between a Mugger, an Adjutant-

crane, and a jackal,the Mugger (crocodile)relates how

once he had risen to the river's surface and striven unsuc-cessfully

to seize the hands of a child which were trailed

over the side of a boat. After tellinghis tale,the beast

goes off to doze on a sand-bar. Here he is presentlydis-covered

and shot dead by a passingEnglishman. " The

last time that I had my hand in a Mugger's mouth," the

man says, stoopingover the huge jaws, "
and then he tells

the story alreadyrelated. He is the child grown to man-hood.

" One of the finest chaptersof all in the Jungle

/ Book." " Edinburgh Review.

' Vampire, The. " A poem written to accompany a

pictureby PhilipBurne-Jonesin the New Gallery. The

lines were printedin the London Daily Mail in April,

1897. They were quotedin the Critic for May 8, 1897,

and have been frequentlyrepublishedsince. The first

stanza is as follows :
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" A fool there was and he made his prayer

(Even as you and I !)
To a rag and a bone and a hank of hair

(We called her the woman who did not care),

But the fool he called her his ladyfair

(Even as you and I !)
"

"A tremendouslypowerfuland strikinglyoriginal

and realisticvariation of the eternal plaintagainst

woman.
' '

" Editorial in Boston Transc?'ipt.

" The metrical manner of " The Vampire ' is that of

Poe in his ballad of " Annabel Lee. " "
" Henry

Austin i?i Dial.

Venus Annodomini. {Plain Tales.)" Gayerson,

very young and impressionable,thought himself deeplyin

love with a handsome, middle-agedbeautywho looked half

her age. His recovery was brought about in part by the

advent of his father,who revealed the fact that he had him-self

worshippedthe woman in his youth. He was cured

perhapsquiteas much by meeting her nineteen-year-old

daughter.

Walking Delegate, A. (Daf s Work.) " A yel-low

horse from Kansas tries to spreadsedition among a

company of equineacquaintancesin a Vermont pasture, but

his doctrine that all horses are free and equaland that they

should rise againsttheir oppressor, Man, meets with very

forcible opposition.Despitesome touches of humor and

much clever dialect this story must be reckoned as among

Mr. Kipling'sleast successful ventures.

" " A Walking Delegate' is an allegorynaked and

not ashamed. Mr. Kipling has a profoundantipathy

to Socialism,and a profoundbelief in 'the day'swork.'

.
But he has now chosen to represent the contempt
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hatred is framed in the settingof a lonelystation in the Hills

which contains five Englishpeople" the dramatis persona

of the tale. These are, Major Vansuythen,virtuous but

stupid; his wife, whose only fault is that she is beautiful ;

Mrs. Boulte, in her heart unfaithful to her husband, and in

love with Ted Kurrell ; Kurrell,a scoundrel who has trans-ferred

his affections from Mrs. Boulte to Mrs. Vansuythen;

and Boulte,tired of his wife,and enslaved to the common

charmer, who repulsesboth him and Kurrell. The state of

thingsbecomes known to each of the five, except the

Major. The four come to hate and despiseeach other,

but the good Major wonders why they are not more

social.

Wee Willie Winkie. ( Wee Willie Winkie, and

Other Stories.) "
Wee Willie Winkie, the freckled six-

year-old,by rescuinga young ladyfrom a dangerouspre-dicament

and probablysavingher life,enters into his man-hood

and becomes thenceforth Percival William Williams.

The precociousbehavior attributed to the little son of the

Colonel fails to be convincing. Indeed, this tale,while

worth readingfor the sake of several charmingepisodesand

bits of dialogue,is the most unnatural of Kipling'schild-

stories.

" To criticise the story, which is told with infinite

zest and picturesqueness,seems merelypriggish.Yet

if Wee Willie Winkie had been twelve instead of six,

the feat would have been just possible....
In

all this Mr. Kipling,led away by sentiment and a false

/ ideal,is not quitethe honest craftsman that he should

be." "
Gosse.

When * Omer smote 'is bloomin' lyre. (The Seven

Seas.)" The first line of a witty lyricprecedingthe
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"Barrack-room Ballads" In The Seven Seas. It is a very

originaldisclaimer of originality.

White Horses.
"

A lyricof eightylines (tendouble

quatrains)which appearedin Literature,Vol. I.,No. I,

October 23, 1897. It begins:

" Where run your colts at pasture ?

Where hide your mares to breed ? "

Professor Barrett Wendell, writingin the New York

Times, has words of praisefor this imaginativepoem, but

complainsof its obscurity.1
The " White Horses'' apparentlyrefer to nothing

more than white-cappedocean waves.

White Man's Burden, The.
"

A poem of seven

stanzas, beginning:

"Take up the White Man's Burden,

Send forth the best ye breed."

It appearedin McClure's for February,1899. It has

probablybeen more widelyread, discussed,and parodied

than any other poem of the time. Commenting on
" The

White Man's Burden," Mr. W. T. Stead, in the Eng-lish

Review of Reviews, says :
" It is an international

document of the first order of importance. It is a direct

appealto the United States to take up the policyof expan-sion.

It puts the matter on the highestand most unselfish

grounds. The poet has idealized and transfiguredimpe-rialism.

He has shown its essence to be not lordship,but

service."
" That jingojingle,* The White Man's Burden.' '

" Henry Austin in Dial.

White Seal, The. {Jungle Book.) " Kotick, the

1 See Literary Digest,Jan. 1, 1898.
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white seal,was so horrified by the sightof men butchering

his brother seals at the killing-groundsthat he devoted

himself to discoveringsome sheltered beach where men had

never come and to guidingthe herds thither. He at last

succeeded,but not until he had gone throughmany danger-ous

adventures.

"" ' The White Seal ' attracted a good deal of atten-tion

when it firstappeared,in view of the BehringSea

arbitration,now happilyconcluded." " AthencEum.

Widow at Windsor, The. (Ballads.}" One of

" Missis Victorier's sons
"

singsa song in her praise.It

begins:

"Ave you 'eard o' the * Widow at Windsor "

With a hairygoldcrown on 'er 'ead ?

She 'as shipson the foam " she 'as millions at 'ome,

An' she pays us poor beggarsin red."

Widow's Party, The. (Ballads.)" A soldier re-lates

some of the fortunes of war in the service of Victoria.

" You can't refuse when you get the card,

And the Widow givesthe party."

Will you never let us go ? Refrain of the striking

song of the galley-slave,written by Charlie Mears.1

William the Conqueror. (Day'sWork.) "
A tale

of the great Famine of the Eight Districts in Southern

India. William the Conqueror is the nickname of Miss

Martyn, the heroine,who refuses to leave her brother when

he is ordered south for famine duty. She fallsin love with

Scott,Martyn'sintimate friend and co-laborer in reliefdis-tribution.

She likes "men who do things,"and Scott is

1 (See "The Finest Story in the World.")
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one of her kind " a robust type of Englishmanwho can

do the work of five men without making any fuss. When

the Madras famine is stamped out and the exiles return to

the north for Christmas week, the two are engagedto be

married.

" Gives us a masterlyimpressionof the recent famine

and of the efforts made to cope with it.'" " L. Zang-

will, Cosmopolitan,1 899.

"One of the finest thingsMr. Kiplinghas ever

done
.

' '
" Mc Clure's (editorial).

" If ever there was a story to tellto boys,this ' Will-iam

the Conqueror ' is that story. It is the real Kip-ling,

with a new note, " the note of pityand kindliness,

" a signof his growth." " Academy.

'-With Scindia to Delhi. (Ballads.)"
An Indian

Prince rode fiftymiles after a heavy defeat near Delhi,

carryingon his saddle-bow a faithful beggar-girlwho loved

him. He lost her when almost within sightof safety.

With the Main Guard. (SoldiersThree.) Mul-

vaney relieves the heat of a sleeplessJune nightby recount-ing

an excitingbattle with a body of " bloomin' Paythans
"

foughtin a "gut betune two hills,as black as a bucket,an*

as thin as a girl'swaist." The hand-to-hand struggle

with knife and bayonetisdescribed with tremendous realism

and power. The furyof the Irish troops after the firstof

their comrades have been slain sweeps everythingbefore it,

and justifiesMulvaney'sboast : " An Oirish rig'mintisthe

divil an' more."

" The battle in the * Main Guard ' is like Homer or

Sir Walter."
" Blackwoods.

Without Benefit of Clergy. (Life'sHandicap.)
" John Holden, an Englishman,bought a Mussulman's
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daughterfrom her graspinghag of a mother, and hired a

house for the two. Ameera was very beautiful,and

passionatelyadored Holden, who returned her worship.

When she bore him a son, Ameera's cup of happinesswas

full. But Tota, the " gold-colored little god," after

having grown old enough to talk, died of the seasonal

autumn fever. Ameera was completelyheart-broken,and

Holden hardly less so. It needed only the death of

Ameera herself,which followed not long afterward,from

black cholera,to make the man's desolation complete.
" The tremulous passionof Ameera, her hopes,her

fears,and her agoniesof disappointment,combine to

form by far the most tender page which Mr. Kipling

has written." " Edmund Gosse, Century, 1891.

Wreck of the Visigoth, The. {SoldiersThree. )

"
A steamer-captaintellsabout the sinkingof a five-hun-

dred-ton coasting-tradesteamer one hundred miles from

land. The cowardlyselfishnessof some passengers is con-trasted

with the braveryof others " notablythat of one

woman who was among the rescued.

Wressley of the Foreign Office. {Plain Tales.')

" Wressleyfellin love with a pretty, frivolous girl,and

decided that the best work of his career should be laid rev-erently

at her feet. Hence he wrote an exhaustive history

of Native Rule in Central India, and after months of toil

broughtthe firstcopy of his book to Miss Venner. This

is her review: "Oh, your book ? It's all about those

howwid Wajahs. I didn't understand it." The man

departed,and destroyedthe whole edition of the best book of

Indian historyever written.

Yoked with an Unbeliever. {Plain Tales.)"

Phil Garron on sailingfor India leaves a sweetheart behind
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who loves him passionately; he hopes to work hard and

return to marry her. But soon her image beginsto fade

from Phil's mind. She, on her part, is forced by her

parents into an uncongenialmarriage. The girl(who still

loves him) writes a wild letter,which he, conceivinghim-self

to be mightilyslighted,repliesto reproachfully.Phil

prospers, marries a Hill girl,and settles down happily,

though Agnes is thinkingof him with undeserved pity.

Finallyher husband's death releases the woman, and she

goes joyfullyto seek Phil on his tea plantation.She finds

him. He and his wife are very nice to her.

\/ Young British Soldier, The. {Ballads.) "
A song of

advice composedfor the benefit of the " 'arf-made recruity."

It contains much excellent counsel,and has a roaringchorus.

.007 {Day'sWork.) "
The story of a railwayloco-motive,

relatingits introduction to brother enginesin the

round-house, its forty-milerun with a wrecking-crew to

the scene of an accident,and its subsequentelection to the

Amalgamated Brotherhood of Locomotives. The conver-sation

of the various enginescomes as near being convinc-ing

as any such essentiallyartificialdialoguecan. The

story succeeds in what it attempts, but opinionsmay differ

as to whether the attempt is worth while.

".007 is beyond me. Here all Mr. Kipling's

manias break loose at once "
there is the madness of

American slang,the madness of technical jargon,and

the madness of believingthat sillytalk,chieflyconsist-ing

of moral truisms,is amusing because you put it into

the mouths of machines." "
MacmillatCs Magazine.

" Unless the reader is an engine-fitterhe will not find

much pleasurein this bewilderingmaze of technical

terms." " Lo7idon Daily Chronicle.





http://www.forgottenbooks.org/in.php?btn=1&pibn=1000324395&from=pdf
http://www.forgottenbooks.org/in.php?btn=2&pibn=1000324395&from=pdf
http://www.forgottenbooks.org/in.php?btn=3&pibn=1000324395&from=pdf
http://www.forgottenbooks.org/in.php?btn=4&pibn=1000324395&from=pdf


194 A Kipling Primer

seriousness which we see in Mr. Kipling'sverse?" "

Spectator,July24, 1897 (Editorial).
*' Of the many remarkable qualitiesin Mr. Kipling's

publications,the most remarkable of all is the extraordinary-

facultyof observation which theydisplay.. . . Nothing

he comes in contact with seems to escape his notice,and,

while still a young man, he givesone the impressionin his

books of having lived two or three lives,and lived them

pretty thoroughly. . . .

But of all Mr. Kipling's

works The Jungle Booh, in two series,is the most remark-able

and original,and the one which, so far,offers the best

promiseof retaininga permanent placein our literature.

It may be questionedwhether compositions

dealingso largelyin slangand colloquialisms[i.e.,as many

of the stories and ballads do] can ever hope to take a per-manent

placein literature,however dramaticallyexpressive

they may be for the immediate purpose. . . . Apart

from the questionof slang,such sketches of the superficial

manners and talk of the societyof the day as are put before

us in Plain Tales from the Hills, however clever and

brilliant,form only amusing readingfor contemporaries;

theyhave no lastinginterest. . . . Every now and

then the author has risen above this level,and has shown

that he has it in him to deal with the pathosand the

humor of life in a broader spiritand from a higherpoint

of view ; but his excursions into these higherregionsare

few and transitory.... He has to a great extent

been fritteringaway his remarkable and exceptionalpowers

in playingto the gallery."" EdinburghReview, 1898.

" The nameless red-haired girlin The Lightthat Failed,

whom for convenience' sake we shall call Anonyma, re-
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marks to Dick Heldar, ' Your thingssmell of tobacco and

blood; can't you do anything but soldiers?' Yes,

Anonyma, he can do many other things,but the scent

which you dislike will hang over them all ; for the * fog of

fighting
' has got into his eyes, and he carries the battle-field

wherever he wanders.
. . . Vitalityat all costs

is Mr. Kipling'saim " to be alive and to show it.
. . .

Mild clear lightsare not at all to his liking. Still life is

the one kind of lifewhich he would never choose to paint.

Vitality,with Mr. Kipling,keeps at a safe

distance from refinement. It cannot trust itself in the

societyof good women or of courteous and self-respecting

men. It is loud-voiced and masterful,swaggeringabout

with its hat on one side and its hand perpetuallyon the hilt

of its sword, challengingadmiration, and talking,with a

boastful air,of horses and * heterodox women.'

If Realism be a volcanic shower of mud and red-hot

cinders,burningup the soil on which it falls,then three-

fourths of Mr. Kipling'sstories are realistic. The fire in

them is unmistakable ; but the fountains of mud are blown

into the air alongwith it,and harden on the groundinto

dead lava."
" Quarterly,1892.

"His whole utterance vibrates with an audible,if some-what

coarse pulseof feeling,isquickenedby a bold,if some-what

bravado passion,is instinct with a buccaneer's daring,

an imperialist'sidealism,a man's fibre and flesh and blood.

And it is resonant with correspondingliltand rhythm, It

swingseffects on the reader by its flashing,dashingrefrains.

Neither sensation nor cadence are ever sustained,and both

are seldom delicate. They are earthly,but not earthy;

compact of the world, but not of clay. . . .

His
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men fightand win ; his women love and are lost ; he de-lights

in the fiery,furious moods of humanity and nature ;

he * rejoiceslike a giantto run his course ;
'

so far there is

somethingof Byron about him ; in fine,he sings(some-times

whistles)of adventure, like an adventurer. And yet

he is not destitute of softer intervals,deeperinsight,and

sublimer flights.. . .

His whole message is informed

with a scorn of the petty and sordid,the sicklyand the

maudlin.
. . .

His enormous directness of animal

vigor,his absolute sincerityand magic insight,above all,

his impetuousaudacity. . . .

He is trulyand power-fully

himself." " Quarterly,189/.

"*A glowing imagination,an inexhaustible invention,a

profoundknowledge of the human heart " -
these are three

of his choicest possessions.Yet how inadequatelydoes so

bald a statement sum up the rich profusionof his talents !

How beggarlyand feeble seem the resources of languageto

do justiceto his great achievements ! ' '
" Blackwoods,

1898.

" While Mr. Kiplingsurveys mankind from China to

Peru, he does so not from the dubious pointof view of the

cosmopolitan,but from the firm vantage-groundof a

Briton." "
Ibid.

" In the present volume {SevenSeas)the cynicalreader

will turn to a littlegroup of literaryallegorieswith peculiar

pleasure.* The Last Rhyme of True Thomas, '
* In the Neo-lithic

Age,' " The Storyof Ung/ * The Three-Decker '

"
all excessivelyclever,and all written to instruct the re-viewer

what he is to say, to tellhim what his attitudemust be.

He is to insure the creator, the manly maker of music, who

" singsof all we foughtand feared and felt,'against" criti-
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cism,' by which Mr. Kiplinginvariablymeans malignant

and envious attack. The publiclikes this defiant attitude,

and the great majorityof reviewers are abashed by it." "

SaturdayReview.

" Not since Adam was driven from the Junglehas there

been any one to let us in.
. . .

It has remained for

Mr. Kiplingto prove to us, above all the warfare of life,

the essential brutish brotherhood that links forever all the

mouths and stomachs of the world. Basinghis work upon

the latent Mowgli in us all,he has created one of the most

masterful illusions of literature. It almost makes a man

think with his stomach to read the Junglethrough.
' '

"

Critic
,
Nov. 23, 1895.

" We take Mr. Kiplingvery seriously,for he is the

greatest creative mind that we now have ; he has the de-vouring

eye and the portrayinghand.
"

" Atlantic Monthly.

" Mr. Kipling'swork is the art form of Calvinism.

When Calvinism was new and fresh in the world, each

man was so troubled about the salvation or damnation of

his own individual soul,it would seem, that he had no

heart or time to work the awful theologyover into art.

But now that the devil has loosed his hold a bit,and we

sit up and look about us in a blinkingworld, somethingof

the old Greek spiritcomes creepingback ; and there arises

among us a poet to sing:
" What is to be will be, and it's

all in the day'swork : let no man, therefore,shirk ; neither

let him be afraid.'
. . .

The law is his master-word

" the law of the jungle,the law of the army, the law of

Her Majesty'srealm, and the law of gravity. Of ' the

spiritthat giveth life' he has no word to speak.""

J. B. P., in Critic,November, 1898.
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" The secret of his strengthliesin the fact that he ex-presses

the force of the deeper-lyinghuman instincts as they

are stimulated by the demands of modern life. He bids us

listen to them as guidingvoices which tell of the long ex-perience

of our human ancestors, and of that line of living
forms from which the firstof human beingswas descended.

He warns us that these instinctsmust not be quenched by

the artificialityof what we in our pride call our modern

civilization; that theymust be modified to harmonize with

the complex environment of these later times,rather than

bridled into subjectionby a confident rationalism which

forgetsthe failuresof reason in the past."" H. R. Mar-shall

in Century,

"Not infrequentin Mr. Kipling'sworks is an epic

quality,both of imageryand diction,it were vain to seek

elsewhere in modern fiction. By such vigorousand vital

phrasesas 'the dark, stale blood that makes men afraid/

or
" the earth turned to iron lest men should escape by

hidingin her,' he producesa direct,irresistibleeffect. In

his love of homelysimiles,he keepsclose to the practiceof

the great masters of the epic.""
The National Observer.

" In the wonderful series of lyrics,which have, one

after another, within the past five years capturedthe whole

world and become familiar almost to weariness,the great

achievement was that in them he restored poetry to the use

of the modern world as a real force. In his hands it has

ceased to be a playthingof dilettante scholars and artists,

and become a mightyand practicalinstrument," a weapon

of finesttemper for polemiccontroversy, a moral force com-pared

with which the teachingof philosophy,press, and

pulpitsounds feeble. It is undoubtedlyhis very rudeness
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of strength, use of slang expressions, and
coarse

realism of

which
we

have spoken, that give his
verse

such virility and

pungency
and timeliness, that it

can shy its castor into the

roped arena
of every-day men's combats and excitements,

where the aesthetic elegance and high-minded aloofness of

Tennyson would be
as pathetically ludicrous

as a knight

stalking about in clanking armor."
"

Boston Transcript,

1899 (Editorial).
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38. The Second Jungle Book. Illustrated by J. Lock-

wood Kipling. London : Macmillan " Co.
,
and New

York. 1895. i2mo. pp. 238.
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Stories.11 VI. "Under the Deodars, and other Sto-ries.11

VII. "The Jungle Book.11 VIII. "The

Second JungleBook.11 IX. " The Lightthat Failed.11

X. "TheNaulahka.11 XI. "Verses.11 XII. "Cap-tains
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46. The Day's Work. Illustrations. New York : Double-

day " McClure. 1898. Crown 8vo. pp.431.

47. A Fleet in Being : Notes of Two Trips with the

Channel Squadron. London : Macmillan " Co.
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48. Rudyard Kipling's Works. Brushwood Edition.

15 volumes, includinggeneralindex. Large i2mo.

New York : G. P. Putnam's Sons and E. P. Dutton "

Co., 1899. (Thisedition includes " The Day's Work,1
*
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of " American Notes," "Letters of Marque," "The

City of Dreadful Night," "The Smith Administra-tion,"

etc. Authorized Edition. New York
:

Double-

day " McClure. 1899. z vols.
i2mo. pp.

xiii-

460 j ix-400.

50.
The Works of Rudyard Kipling. Swastika
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with a Biographical Sketch by Charles Eliot Norton.
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"

The foregoing list of first editions is intended

more for the general reader than for the bibliographer. It is

based on the bibliographies of R. F. Roden (IV. Y. Times)

and E. D. North (Book Buyer.) The former list has the

advantage of embodying annotations added to the earlier bibli-ography

(Mr. North's) by Mr. Kipling.
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